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In addition to ISW?s written products, our analysts are subject matter experts for the media on a 
constant basis. This new periodic publication collects these media appearances and use of our 

maps in one place.  You can also follow ISW on our website (www.UnderstandingWar.org), our 
Research Blog (iswresearch.blogspot.com) and Twitter @TheStudyofWar. 

ISW in Congress
D r. K im berly K agan

President, ISW
D r. K im berly K agan testified to the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee about Iraq, 
Syria, and M iddle East Policy

September 19, 2015.

Testimony |  Video

General D avid Petraeus
Board Member, ISW

General D avid H . Petraeus (USA, Ret.) 
testified to the Senate Armed Services 

Committee on U.S. Policy in the M iddle East
September 21, 2015 

 Testimony |  Video

General Jack Keane
Chairman of the Board, ISW

General John M . Keane (USA, Ret.) 
testified on U.S. Counter-terrorism Efforts 

in Syria to the House Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on Terrorism

September 29, 2015.
Testimony |  Video
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"T he Inst itute for the Study of War 
is an outstanding organizat ion, and 

in fact , we get a lot of help from  
them  som etim es in the work that 

we do" 

 on Martha Raddatz (ABC)

09/11/15

"We need to back a m oderate 
Syr ian opposit ion and we need 
to believe in a Syr ian state that 

does not include Assad"

Al Jazeera America

09/29/15

 "T he 1991 war was quick and easy and created the m yth that 
this is how we could fight wars now...T his set us up for a 
m isunderstanding of how to wage war in the years that 

followed." 

   NPR - 08/02/15

LT G Jam es D ubik
Senior Fellow

H arleen Gam bhir
Counter-terrorism Analyst

General John Allen
Special Presidential Envoy for the Global 

Coalition to Counter ISIL

August and September 2015

http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/full-transcript-martha-raddatz-interviews-general-john-allen/story?id=33710386
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/ltg-james-m-dubik
http://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/08/02/25-years-in-iraq-with-no-end-in-sight
http://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/08/02/25-years-in-iraq-with-no-end-in-sight
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/ltg-james-m-dubik
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/ltg-james-m-dubik
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/ltg-james-m-dubik


 

Chr istopher H arm er
Senior Naval Analyst

 "I t 's prett y obvious that all the Russian 
logist ics preparat ion is to do som ething 

significant in suppor t of Assad At this point , 
i t 's too big to be a m isdirect ion."

Los Angeles Times

09/04/15

"I t  is m uch easier to increase the size of the Arm y or Air 
Force on shor t not ice than it  is to increase the size of the 
N avy. Even at the peak of World War I I , with the entire 
industr ial m ight of the US brought to bear, i t  took three 

years to build the batt leship M issour i." 

Washington Examiner

08/22/15

   ?Russia wants Assad to stay alive, and, 
by putt ing the focus on ISIS, i t  gives him  

another l i fel ine."

The Daily Beast 

09/07/15

"Actual U.S. strategy in the M iddle East r ight now is to try 
and get all ies and proxies to take the lead on actual fight ing, a 
var iant of the 'lead from  behind' approach [ taken] in L ibya. I t  

is sim ply not possible for the U.S. to tell all ies and proxies 
who are doing the fight ing what weapons to use. I f the U.S. 

wants to m inim ize the use of cluster m unit ions against 
ter ror ist-affi l iated groups  then the U.S. needs to take the 

lead in the fight. 

U.S. News and World Report

09/07/15

Our aircraft  can hit  anywhere in Syr ia 
or I raq, but we?re not really doing 

anything to restrain the growth of the 
Islam ic State.? 

Voice of America

08/06/15

?I t gives an aura of stabil i t y and even 
perm anency to the Assad regim e that 

i t  did not have before. I t  essentially 
com pletely guarantees that there wil l 
be no polit ical solut ion that involves 
Bashar Assad leaving Syr ia for the 

foreseeable future."
Voice of America

09/18/15
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Jennifer Cafarella
Syria Analyst, Evans Hanson Fellow

"We do need another ground force. T he 
Kurds alone won't  be sufficient , and trying to 

build another from  scratch by the U.S. has 
fai led."  

Washington Examiner
 08/07/2015

?Nusra has exchanged that ter r itory in D eir ez Z or 
for networks in western Syr ia. ?I t  really is the 

power of those networks that Nusra has been able 
to advance. Nusra is regarded as a highly effect ive 
and necessary ally for a m ajor it y of Syr ian rebel 

groups in their fight against Assad. 

Voice of America
08/28/15

 "Both al-Qaeda's Jabhat al-Nusra and the Islam ic State are 
alter ing their strategies in Lebanon in react ion to how their batt les 

with H ezbollah are going in Syr ia. T he Islam ic State m ay hit  
par ts of nor theastern Lebanon in the weeks ahead, so that i t  can 

draw H ezbollah's attent ion there and away from  the Syr ian cit y of 
H om s, leaving that cit y m ore vulnerable to attack " 

Huffington Post

08/19/15

 ?I  think that the cur rent ISIS offensive and ISIS gains 
against the Syr ian regim e east of H om s are not 

surpr ising given the success ISIS has had in fight ing the 
regim e in central Syr ia to date.? 

NPR
08/07/15
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Chr istopher Kozak
Syria Analyst

 ?H onestly, I  do not see a way for the Pentagon to hit  that 
num ber. I t  seem s at this point to be an unrealist ic num ber 

for what the program  wil l be able to achieve in com ing 
m onths."

Washington Examiner

09/10/15

?T he T-90s are a definite escalat ion. 
T hey are an advanced piece of hardware 
with an offensive purpose. I ts piece of 

equipm ent that I  would entirely expect 
be operated by Russian and rem ain in 

Russian hands,?

McClatchyDC

09/15/15

M ore of ISW in the N ews

Follow ISW :

"Russia, by posit ioning them selves in 
Syr ia as an anti- ISIS actor, is also fight ing 

in a way to both underm ine the United 
States in running its own coalit ion as well 

as present i tself in a l ight on the 
international stage as a key international 

player. 

NPR Here and Now

09/21/2015

CNN  (08/16/15)
Politico  (09/10/15)
Vox News  ( 09/30/15)
The Globe and Mail (09/18/15)
WJLA (09/18/15)
The Atlantic (09/11/15)
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ISW M aps in the N ews
In addition to our analysts' expertise, ISW's maps 
continue to be utilized by major news sources as a 

crucial visual complement to breaking news 
stories and cutting edge analysis. In particular, 

our maps provided valuable insight on the rapid 
deployment of Russian forces to Syria and the 
subsequent commencement of airstrikes that 
primarily targeted regime opposition groups.

http://finance.yahoo.com/news/somethings-wrong-isis-intelligence-scandal-132000086.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/10/world/middleeast/syria-turkey-islamic-state-kurdish-militia-ypg.html?_r=1
http://www.businessinsider.com/reflexive-control-putins-hybrid-warfare-in-ukraine-is-straight-out-of-the-soviet-playbook-2015-9


CNN 09/18/15

Voice of America 09/12/15
The article compared ISIS 

territory in July 2014 vs. July 
2015 using our maps.
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The Aviationist 09/20/15
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Mashable
 09/18/15
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http://www.businessinsider.com/irans-military-mastermind-just-gave-the-us-the-bird-2015-8
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-08-18/erdogan-s-assault-on-kurds-seen-backfiring-again-at-ballot-box#media-2


"Talbiseh is hom e to Syr ian al-Qaeda 
affi l iate Jabhat al-Nusra, hardline 

Islam ist Ahrar al-Sham , and a 
num ber of other local rebel groups. 
T hese organizat ions are generally 
host i le to ISIS. 'T he airstr ike,' she 

concludes, 'did not hit  ISIS 
m ili tants.'" 

Genevieve Casagrande
09/30/25
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/us-military-launches-airstrike-on-kunduz-after-taliban-assault-on-key-city/2015/09/29/6cc68d0c-6627-11e5-bdb6-6861f4521205_story.html
http://www.vox.com/2015/9/30/9423229/russia-bombing-isis-syria
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/27/world/asia/us-is-struggling-in-its-effort-to-build-an-afghan-air-force.html?_r=0


Designed by Casey Jaquez

ISW in the News

The Washington Post
09/30/15
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