
www.Understandingwar.org

iNSTiTUTE fOr ThE
STUDY of War
Military  A nalysis a nd Education

for Civilian Leaders

iNSTiTUTE fOr ThE
STUDY of War
Military  A nalysis a nd Education

for Civilian Leaders

ibrahim al-jaafari
This fact sheet provides information on ibrahim al-jaafari, whose name has been floated as a possible compromise candidate 
for Prime minister, given his support from within the iNa, especially from the Sadrist Trend.1

� Dr. ibrahim al-jaafari, a physician by training, joined the islamic Dawa Party, a clandestine Shi’a islamist 
movement, while studying medicine at mosul University in 1966. following the crackdown on members of 
Dawa in 1980, al-jaafari fled to iran, where he stayed for almost a decade and continued his activities on be-
half of Dawa.   al-jaafari moved to london in 1989, where he worked as spokesman for the Dawa Party. he 
returned to iraq shortly after the 2003 invasion.2

� al-jaafari served as Prime minister of iraq’s transitional government from april 2005 to may 2006. he 
presided over the marked rise of sectarian violence and the insurgency in iraq and his term in office was one 
of the bloodiest periods in iraq since 2003. al-jaafari was seen as incapable of stemming the rise in sectar-
ian and insurgent violence; many viewed his government as complicit in the sectarian cleansing.3

� following iraq’s first national election in january 2005, al-jaafari was selected to continue as Prime minister 
by the United iraqi alliance, but Sunni and Kurdish blocs objected strongly to his candidacy on grounds of 
his inability to reverse the worsening security situation.4  al-jaafari was ultimately forced to step down from 
the post in favor of another Prime ministerial candidate, Nouri al-maliki, after months of increased pres-
sure and tense negotiations.5 

� al-jaafari broke from Dawa in late may 2008 to form his own party, the National reform Trend, amidst 
growing conflict with Dawa’s leadership.6   The move was widely seen as an effort to improve his political 
prospects in advance of provincial elections (then scheduled for late 2008). he was formally expelled from 
Dawa in early june 2008.7

� al-jaafari has maintained a close relationship with the Sadrist Trend and the islamic Supreme Council of 
iraq (iSCi).  

• muqtada al-Sadr was al-jaafari’s main backer during the government formation negotiations in 
2006, even after he lost the support of the other main Shi’a parties.8 

• Sadrist support for al-jaafari continues. he garnered the most votes in the Sadrist referendum for 
Prime minister, an unofficial poll administered by the Sadrist Trend.9  

• al-jaafari’s relationship with members of iSCi dates to his time in exile in iran during the 1980s.10  
he was one of only a small number of iraqi politicians to attend the funeral procession for abd al-
aziz al-hakim in Tehran.11  

• more recently, jaafari was integral in the negotiations to rebuild the Shi’a electoral alliance in ad-
vance of the 2010 elections, along with members of iSCi.12 

� al-jaafari ran in the march 2010 parliamentary election as part of the iraqi National alliance, the predomi-
nantly Shi’a bloc that included the Sadrists and iSCi.  al-jaafari headed the electoral bloc; however, his party 
only won one seat in the election, his own.13
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