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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
  
Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 
  
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 
monthly. 
  
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30pm ET on July 12. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the July 13 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
  
 
Western and US officials reportedly assess that Ukrainian forces will continue to be on 
the defensive for the next six months and will not be able to conduct a large-scale 
counteroffensive operation until 2025. Ukrainian forces are already attempting to 
contest the tactical initiative in limited counterattacks in select sectors of the front, 
however, and Ukrainian forces may be able to conduct limited counteroffensive 
operations even while largely on the defensive depending on the arrival of Western 
aid. The New York Times (NYT) reported on July 11 that a senior NATO official stated that Ukraine 
would have to wait for more Western security assistance and deploy more of its forces to the frontline 
before conducting counteroffensive operations and that Ukraine would likely not be able to conduct 
these operations until 2025.[1] A senior US defense official stated that Ukrainian forces would remain 
on the defensive for the next six months (until January 2025) and that Russian forces will be unlikely 
to gain significant ground during this time.[2] ISW continues to assess that Russian forces currently 
remain unlikely to achieve operationally significant gains in Ukraine, and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin's articulated theory of victory aims for Russian forces to make consistent gradual creeping 
advances instead of pursuing rapid operationally significant maneuver.[3]  

Ukraine is currently addressing its manpower challenges and forming several new brigades that 
Ukraine could commit to support contesting the initiative, and the provision of Western security 
assistance needed for equipping these brigades will determine when and at what scale Ukraine can 
contest the initiative.[4] The arrival of Western-provided aid to the frontlines has allowed Ukrainian 
forces to stabilize critical areas of the front, and Ukrainian forces have conducted tactically significant 
and successful localized counterattacks in northern Kharkiv Oblast and towards Kreminna (in the 
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https://understandingwar.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/3dviewer/index.html?appid=1602762dbcde419bb957dea358449580
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895


2  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

Donetsk-Luhansk Oblast border area) starting in mid-May 2024.[5] Ukrainian forces will likely be able 
to intensify both the scale and regularity of counterattacks over the coming months as further Western 
security assistance arrives at the frontline and as Ukraine continues to build out reserves and new 
brigades.[6] Russian forces are currently attempting to maintain consistent offensive pressure on 
Ukraine to force Ukrainian forces to commit manpower and materiel to defensive operations instead of 
accumulating these resources for counteroffensive operations.[7] Russian forces are attempting to 
achieve this effect through consistent offensive operations throughout eastern and northeastern 
Ukraine that stretch Ukrainian forces, but nevertheless, Ukrainian forces are leveraging their 
capabilities and exploiting Russian vulnerabilities to conduct tactical counterattacks. 

Ukrainian forces have so far conducted several large-scale counteroffensive operations that have been 
operationally successful throughout the full-scale invasion, but this approach to liberating territory is 
not the only possible approach for Ukrainian forces. Breaking out of the current positional warfare in 
Ukraine is a challenging task for both Russian and Ukrainian forces, and smaller-scale Ukrainian 
counteroffensive operations present opportunities for pursuing operationally significant objectives 
without the challenges associated with conducting larger-scale counteroffensive operations. Smaller-
scale counteroffensive operations would likely allow Ukraine to start degrading Russia's ability to 
leverage the theater-wide initiative sooner and more quickly reduce some of the theater-wide pressures 
on Ukrainian forces. Western security assistance that provides Ukrainian forces with the necessary 
equipment and weapons at the scale, timing, and regularity that Ukrainian forces require for operations 
that liberate significant swaths of occupied Ukraine remains the only likely path for reducing Putin's 
current commitment to destroying Ukrainian statehood and identity regardless of time or cost. These 
Ukrainian operations do not need to be individual, distinct large-scale endeavors, however, and instead 
can be a series of compounding counteroffensive operations over the course of late 2024 and 
throughout 2025. 

The Kremlin continues to signal its unwillingness to participate in peace negotiations 
that do not result in complete Ukrainian and Western capitulation to the Kremlin's 
demands amid ongoing Ukrainian efforts to form an international consensus for future 
negotiations. Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Yuriy Galuzin stated on July 12 that Russia is aware 
of Ukraine's and the West's intentions to invite Russia to attend a second Global Peace Summit later in 
2024 but that Russia does not "accept such ultimatums" and does not "intend to participate in such 
summits."[8] Galuzin claimed that Ukraine's peace formula (which calls for, among other issues, the 
withdrawal of Russian forces from Ukraine, free and safe passage through the Black Sea, the restoration 
of Ukraine's territorial integrity, and a binding long-term peace agreement) is an "ultimatum" and an 
"absolute dead-end."[9] 

The United Nations (UN) General Assembly passed a resolution on July 12 demanding that Russia 
"urgently withdraw" its forces and unauthorized personnel from the occupied Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant (ZNPP) and "immediately return" the plant to full Ukrainian control, which the Russian 
Permanent Mission to the UN called a "politicized project" with only Western support.[10] Russian 
First Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN Dmitry Polyanskyi claimed that the resolution is an 
"ultimatum" and an effort to create the appearance that Ukraine has widespread support.[11] Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria Zakharova attempted to frame the UN General 
Assembly's majority support for the resolution as a failure for Ukraine.[12] Notably, only eight states--
all Russian "allies" – Belarus, Burundi, Cuba, North Korea, Eritrea, Mali, Nicaragua, and Syria – voted 
against the resolution.[13] Kremlin officials will likely continue to frame legitimate Ukrainian 
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negotiating positions as "ultimatums" in order to justify the Kremlin's disinterest in peace negotiations 
and its continued war against Ukraine. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky met with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan during the 
NATO summit on July 11 and announced that Ukraine will hold a conference dedicated to food security 
and freedom of navigation in Turkey within the framework of the June 2024 Peace 
Summit.[14] Zelensky also thanked Erdogan for his support for Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial 
integrity and Erdogan stated that Turkey has begun work to revitalize the Black Sea Grain 
Initiative.[15] Erdogan has previously attempted to present Turkey as a possible mediator in future 
peace negotiations between Russia and Ukraine, and Kremlin officials have repeatedly denied the 
possibility of Erdogan serving as a future mediator.[16] 

Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov used a phone call with US Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd Austin on July 12, his second in three weeks, to reiterate standard Russian 
threats intended to coerce the US out of supporting Ukraine as part of an ongoing 
reflexive control campaign targeting Western decision-makers.[17] Austin stressed to 
Belousov the importance of maintaining lines of communication amid Russia's ongoing war against 
Ukraine, while Belousov discussed "preventing security threats" and reducing the "risk of possible 
escalation." Austin and Belousov held their first phone call on June 26, and Belousov issued similarly 
vague threats about the "danger of further escalation" if the United States continues to supply weapons 
to Ukraine.[18] Russian officials consistently use vague threats of escalation against the United States 
or other Western countries as part of efforts to discourage Western support for Ukraine.[19] 
  
The United Kingdom (UK) government has reportedly not permitted Ukraine to use UK-
supplied Storm Shadow missiles to strike military targets within Russia, despite 
previous Western reporting and UK official statements to the 
contrary. The Telegraph reported on July 11 that unspecified sources in the UK government stated 
that the UK's policy "had not changed" and that the UK had not permitted Ukraine to use UK-provided 
Storm Shadow missiles to strike military targets within Russia.[20] A senior UK defense source 
reportedly stated that the situation is "more nuanced" and that Ukrainian Storm Shadow strikes into 
Russia are "not going to happen." The source reportedly stated that Ukraine would require permission 
from three countries, including the UK and France, to conduct Storm Shadow strikes against Russian 
territory. The Telegraph did not specify the third country. New UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy 
stated in an interview with European Pravda published on July 12 that the UK is "reflecting on" 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's requests for Western states to lift restrictions on the use of 
Western-provided weapons against Russian territory."[21] Lammy stated that the UK has held 
discussions with Zelensky over the last few days and has decided to "look at some other things." Lammy 
stated that the UK supports Ukraine's right to self-defense but declined to detail the UK's "operational 
decisions" about the matter. Western media interpreted statements by former UK Prime Minister David 
Cameron about Ukraine's possible use of Storm Shadows on May 3 differently, with Reuters reporting 
that Cameron stated that the UK had no objection to Ukraine using UK-provided weapons to strike 
targets within Russia, and BBC stating the Cameron did not directly support Ukraine's use of British 
weapons in these strikes.[22] Bloomberg reported on July 10 that new UK Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer, however, stated that it is Ukraine's decision how to deploy Storm Shadows missiles for 
defensive purposes.[23] Zelensky stated on July 10 that he learned of the UK's permission for Ukraine 
to use Storm Shadows against military targets in Russia and met with Starmer to "discuss the practical 
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implementation of this decision."[24] The exact contours of the UK's policy regarding Ukraine's use of 
Storm Shadow cruise missiles remain unclear. 
  
The US Department of Defense (DoD) announced on July 11 a military aid package for 
Ukraine worth $225 million.[25] The package includes one Patriot air defense battery; munitions 
for National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile Systems (NASAMS); Stinger anti-aircraft missiles; High 
Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) ammunition; 155mm and 105mm artillery rounds; and 
Tube-Launched, Optically-Tracked, Wire-Guided (TOW) equipment and missiles. 
  
Indian state-run oil refineries are reportedly negotiating an oil import deal with Russia, 
likely as a result of the recent meetings between Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Russian President Vladimir Putin and improving Russo-Indian energy relations in 
recent months. Reuters reported on July 11 that an Indian government source stated that Indian 
state-run oil refineries are negotiating a long-term oil import deal with Russia but have yet to agree on 
issues such as the payment currency.[26] The source reportedly stated that private Indian oil refineries 
may also join the negotiations later. Modi met with Putin in Moscow on July 8 and 9 and issued a joint 
statement about strengthening mutually beneficial energy cooperation.[27] Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Alexander Novak stated on July 9 that India and Russia are considering entering a long-term 
agreement on oil supplies.[28] Indian private and state-run oil refineries reportedly refused to accept 
Russian crude oil transported on Russian PJSC Sovcomflot tankers due to US sanctions in early 2024, 
but Bloomberg reported on May 1 that Indian state-owned Indian Oil Corporation resumed buying 
Russian crude oil delivered on a PJSC Sovcomflot tanker.[29] 
  
The Kremlin continues to intensify efforts to encourage self-censorship among 
information space voices and consolidate physical control over internet 
infrastructure. Russian State Duma Information Policy Committee member Anton Nemkin stated 
on July 11 that Russian federal censor Roskomnadzor will crack down against users registering for 
anonymous social media accounts by forcing applications, including Telegram and WhatsApp, to 
require phone numbers to register for an account and to establish communications with 
telecommunications companies to prevent Russians from registering accounts using gray market SIM 
cards.[30] Nemkin stated that Roskomnadzor will work with Telegram and WhatsApp specifically but 
will develop new rules for user verification and content moderation by late 2024 or late 2025. The 
Russian Ministry of Justice designated two small, anonymous Russian Telegram channels claiming to 
have insider information about the Russian government, VChK-OGPU and Russkiy Criminal, as 
foreign agents on July 12, just one day after announcing that Roskomnadzor may require channels with 
a daily audience of more than 1,000 people to provide identifying information in the future.[31] Russian 
opposition outlet Astra stated that the Russian Ministry of Justice alleged that the administrators of 
the two insider source channels are two defendants in an extortion case involving Russian oligarch 
Alisher Usmanov.[32] The Kremlin likely means to punish these channels in order to illustrate to the 
rest of the Russian ultranationalist information space that Russians cannot hide behind anonymous 
Telegram accounts to spread criticisms or rumors about the Kremlin without retribution. 
 
Russian authorities are also throttling speeds for users accessing certain Western social media sites 
likely to discourage the use of these sites ahead of possible domestic bans. Nemkin stated that 
Roskomnadzor is not currently considering blocking WhatsApp like it has other Western social media 
sites but noted that Russia is applying "technological measures such as slowdowns" to WhatsApp, 
particularly in the Republic of Dagestan.[33] Russia's largest telecommunications operator Rostelecom 
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stated on July 12 that Russians may experience slow load times and low video resolution when accessing 
YouTube regardless of telecom operator due to a lack of servers hosting content within Russia, but a 
telecom source told Russian opposition outlet Meduza that this narrative is false.[34] The Russian 
telecom source instead claimed that Russian authorities have begun deliberately slowing down speeds 
for users accessing YouTube within Russia, and Meduza cited the University of Michigan's Censored 
Planet project as saying that Roskomnadzor used its specialized TSPU (technical means of countering 
threats) system to slow down access to X (formerly Twitter) in 2021.[35] Russian news 
outlet Gazeta reported that Russia is considering blocking YouTube in September 2024, but Kremlin 
Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov denied such reports.[36] 
  
Key Takeaways: 

• Western and US officials reportedly assess that Ukrainian forces will continue 
to be on the defensive for the next six months and will not be able to conduct a 
large-scale counteroffensive operation until 2025. Ukrainian forces are already 
attempting to contest the tactical initiative in limited counterattacks in select 
sectors of the front, however, and Ukrainian forces may be able to conduct 
limited counteroffensive operations even while largely on the defensive 
depending on the arrival of Western aid. 

• The Kremlin continues to signal its unwillingness to participate in peace 
negotiations that do not result in complete Ukrainian and Western capitulation 
to the Kremlin's demands amid ongoing Ukrainian efforts to form an 
international consensus for future negotiations. 

• Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov used a phone call with US 
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin on July 12, his second in three weeks, to 
reiterate standard Russian threats intended to coerce the US out of supporting 
Ukraine as part of an ongoing reflexive control campaign targeting Western 
decision-makers. 

• The United Kingdom (UK) government has reportedly not permitted Ukraine 
to use UK-supplied Storm Shadow missiles to strike military targets within 
Russia, despite previous Western reporting and UK official statements to the 
contrary. 

• The US Department of Defense (DoD) announced on July 11 a military aid 
package for Ukraine worth $225 million. 

• Indian state-run oil refineries are reportedly negotiating an oil import deal 
with Russia, likely as a result of the recent meetings between Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin and improving 
Russo-Indian energy relations in recent months. 

• The Kremlin continues to intensify efforts to encourage self-censorship among 
information space voices and consolidate physical control over internet 
infrastructure. 

• Russian forces recently made confirmed advances near Avdiivka and in the 
Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area. 

• Russian infantry units are reportedly assaulting Ukrainian trench positions in 
single-file columns due to pervasive Ukrainian minefields and poor assault 
training. 
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• Russian President Vladimir Putin met with Zaporizhia Oblast occupation 
administration head Yevgeny Balitsky on July 12 and discussed social and 
infrastructure projects in occupied Zaporizhia Oblast. 

 
 
We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT July 12%2C 2024.png
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specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports. 
  

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international 

border with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 
• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 
• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 
• Russian Technological Adaptations 
• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 
• Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts 
• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 
• Significant Activity in Belarus  

 
Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 
  
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)  

Fighting continued north and northeast of Kharkiv City on July 12, but there were no confirmed changes 
to the frontline. A Russian milblogger continued to claim that Russian forces have enduring positions 
on the southern side of the Vovcha River in central Vovchansk (northeast of Kharkiv City), and ISW has 
yet to observe evidence repudiating geolocated footage published on July 7 indicating that Russian 
forces have crossed the Vovcha River within central Vovchansk.[37] A Russian milblogger claimed that 
small Ukrainian assault groups regularly enter northern Hlyboke (north of Kharkiv City), but that 
Russian drone and artillery units repel these Ukrainian groups.[38] The Ukrainian General Staff 
reported that Russian forces continued offensive operations near Hlyboke, Vovchansk, and Starytsya 
(northeast of Kharkiv City) on July 12.[39] The spokesperson for a Ukrainian brigade operating in 
northern Kharkiv Oblast stated that volunteers from African countries and the former Soviet Union are 
fighting in Russian assault groups in the area.[40] 
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https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft July 12%2C 2024.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on July 12, 
but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian forces continued offensive operations 
northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka and Vilshana; southeast of Kupyansk near Pishchane, Berestove, 
and Stepova Novoselivka; northwest of Kreminna near Makiivka and Nevske; and west of Kreminna 
near Terny and Torske on July 11 and 12.[41] A Ukrainian servicemember operating in the Kupyansk 
direction stated that Russian forces are attacking in small squad-sized groups of three to seven 
people.[42] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vovchansk Battle Map Draft July 12%2C 2024.png
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https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft July 12%2C 2024.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)  

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Siversk on July 12 but did not make any confirmed 
advances. Russian forces continued offensive operations northeast of Siversk near Bilohorivka, east of 
Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske, southeast of Siversk near Spirne, and south of Siversk near 
Rozdolivka and Vyimka on July 11 and 12.[43] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces 
advanced an additional 1.55 kilometers deep northwest of Rozdolivka, but ISW has not observed visual 
confirmation of this claim.[44] 

Russian forces did not make any confirmed advances amid continued offensive operations near Chasiv 
Yar on July 12. Russian forces continued attacks within easternmost Chasiv Yar, east of Chasiv Yar near 
Ivanivske, and southeast of Chasiv Yar near Klishchiivka and Andriivka on July 11 and 
12.[45] Ukrainian Khortytsia Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Nazar Voloshyn reported on July 
12 that Russian forces have largely shifted their focus from the Chasiv Yar direction to the Toretsk 
direction.[46] Russian sources claimed that Russian forces struck a Ukrainian ammunition depot near 
Kostyantynivka (southwest of Chasiv Yar and north of Donetsk City).[47] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Toretsk direction on July 12, but there were no 
confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces continued to 
advance within Niu York (south of Toretsk) and are approaching Toretsk from both the east and 
south.[48] Russian forces also continued attacks near Toretsk and southeast of Toretsk near Zalizne 
and Pivnichne on July 11 and 12.[49] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft July 12%2C 2024.png


13  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

 

Russian forces recently advanced northwest of Avdiivka. Geolocated footage published on July 12 shows 
that Russian forces advanced up to the northeastern outskirts of Novoselivka Persha (northwest of 
Avdiivka).[50] Russian milbloggers additionally claimed that Russian forces advanced into 
northeastern Novoselivka Persha and consolidated their positions within the settlement, although ISW 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk Battle Map Draft July 12%2C 2024.png
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has not observed visual confirmation that Russian forces advanced as much as the milbloggers 
claim.[51] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 55th 
and 74th motorized rifle brigades (both of the 41st Combined Arms Army [CAA], Central Military 
District [CMD]) and 114th Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st Donetsk People's Republic Army Corps [DNR 
AC]) are focusing on attacking Novoselivka Persha from the north, northeast, and southeast because 
southern Novoselivka Persha is the last tactically significant Ukrainian defensive position on the east 
side of the Vovcha River.[52] Russian forces also continued attacks northwest of Avdiivka near 
Novooleksandrivka, Vozdvyzhenka, Prohres, Sokil, and Kalynove and west of Avdiivka near Karlivka 
and Yasnobrodivka on July 11 and 12.[53] Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 30th 
Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd CAA, CMD) and 35th Motorized Rifle Brigade (41st CAA) are fighting 
near Lozuvatske (northwest of Avdiivka) and towards Vozdvyzhenka; elements of the 433rd Motorized 
Rifle Regiment (27th Motorized Rifle Division, 2nd CAA), supported by elements of the 15th Motorized 
Rifle Brigade (2nd CAA) and 55th Motorized Rifle Brigade, are fighting along the railway towards 
Prohres; and elements of the 30th and 35th motorized rifle brigades are fighting along the Tymofiivka-
Prohres line (northwest of Avdiivka).[54] 
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Russian forces continued attacks west and southwest of Donetsk City but did not make confirmed 
advances. Russian forces continued attacks west of Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka and Heorhiivka 
and southwest of Donetsk City near Paraskoviivka, Kostyantynivka, and Vodyane on July 11 and 
12.[55] Elements of the Russian 5th and 110th motorized rifle brigades (both of the 1st DNR AC) 
reportedly continue to fight in Krasnohorivka.[56] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/West of Avdiivka Battle Map Draft July 12%2C 2024.png
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Ukrainian forces conducted a strike against occupied Mariupol on July 12, reportedly targeting a nearby 
Russian military airfield. Footage published on July 12 shows smoke plumes near Mariupol, and 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft July 12%2C 2024.png
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Russian and Ukrainian sources reported a Ukrainian strike near the Mariupol airfield.[57] A Ukrainian 
open-source account posted satellite imagery of a Russian S-300 air defense system near the Mariupol 
airport and suggested that Ukrainian forces may have targeted the S-300 system.[58] ISW has not 
observed confirmation of the Ukrainian strike or resulting damage. 

Russian forces recently advanced south of Velyka Novosilka in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border 
area. Geolocated footage published on July 12 shows elements of the Russian 37th Motorized Rifle 
Brigade (36th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]) raising a flag within central Urozhaine (south of 
Velyka Novosilka), although Russian milbloggers noted that Russian forces advanced into central 
Urozhaine but have not seized the entire settlement.[59] Russian milbloggers claimed that elements of 
the Russian 5th Tank Brigade (36th CAA) and 14th Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff’s Main 
Intelligence Directorate [GRU]) are also fighting for Urozhaine.[60] The Ukrainian General Staff 
reported that Russian forces also conducted limited attacks south of Hulyaipole on July 11 and 12.[61] 

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Positional engagements continued near Robotyne and Mala Tokmachka (northeast of Robotyne) in 
western Zaporizhia Oblast on July 12, but there were no confirmed changes to the 
frontline.[62] Elements of the Russian 7th Airborne (VDV) Division are reportedly operating near 
Robotyne. [63] 
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Positional engagements continued in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast, including near Krynky, on July 
11 and 12.[64]  

A Russian insider source claimed that VDV and "Dnepr" Grouping of Forces Commander Colonel 
General Mikhail Teplinsky sustained injuries in a Ukrainian strike against a "Dnepr" Grouping of 
Forces headquarters in late June 2024.[65] A Russian milblogger claimed on July 3 that a June 30 
Ukrainian HIMARS strike against a Russian "Dnepr" Grouping of Forces command post near occupied 
Henichesk, Kherson Oblast may have wounded Teplinsky.[66] ISW cannot independently verify these 
claims, however. 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft July 12%2C 2024.png


19  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

 
 
Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)  

Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on July 11 and the night 
of July 11 to 12. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces launched five Kh-101 cruise 
missiles from Saratov Oblast on the evening of July 11 and 19 Shahed-136/131 drones and other 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft July 12%2C 2024.png
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unidentified types of drones from Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai and Kursk Oblast on the night 
of July 11 to 12.[67] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces' main target was 
Starokostyantyniv, Khmelnytskyi Oblast (the location of a known Ukrainian airfield that Russian forces 
have repeatedly targeted). The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces shot down all of 
the Kh-101 missiles over Khmelnytskyi, Sumy, and Cherkasy oblasts and shot down 11 Shahed and other 
drones over Mykolaiv, Kyiv, Vinnytsia, Khmelnytskyi, Kherson, and Sumy oblasts, while the other eight 
drones were "locationally lost." The Ukrainian General Staff suggested that these eight "lost" drones 
were Russian "strike imitators" that aimed to overload Ukrainian air defenses. 

Acting Head of the Myrnohrad Military Administration Yuryi Tretyak stated that Russian forces 
launched five D-30SN glide bombs with universal joint glide munitions (UMPB) at Myrnohrad, 
Donetsk Oblast on July 11 and struck private and commercial buildings.[68] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 
 
Russian infantry units are reportedly assaulting Ukrainian trench positions in single-file columns due 
to pervasive Ukrainian minefields and poor assault training. A Russian milblogger and former Storm-
Z instructor amplified excerpts of a January 2024 article from the Russian state-run journal I Have 
Honor, in which the author noted that open-source footage and data indicates that Russian infantry 
often attack Ukrainian trenches in heavily wooded areas slowly while standing at full height and in a 
single-file column without deploying into a "wedge."[69] The author noted that this tactic could be 
prevalent due to poor training among frontline infantry units or because forested areas often provide 
cover for attacking infantry, allowing them to slowly advance towards the trench's flank in single-file 
lines.[70] The author claimed that the "single column attacks" are surprisingly successful and 
advocated for the Russian military command to consider incorporating these tactics into training for 
infantry units.[71] The milblogger responded to the article and agreed in part with the author, claiming 
that Russian infantry units are still conducting single-column attacks due to poor assault training, low 
confidence among infantry personnel, and Ukrainian minefields in July 2024.[72] The milblogger 
repeated previous claims that Russian forces only receive roughly two weeks of training and reiterated 
that Russian forces need better training in order to conduct assaults with more sophisticated 
tactics.[73]  

Ukraine's Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on July 12 that a modernized Russian 
AS-36 deep-sea vehicle was damaged during operations in the Norwegian Sea on July 1.[74] The deep-
sea vehicle collided with the "Mikhail Rudnitsky" rescue ship when Russian authorities launched the 
deep-sea vehicle into the water, which damaged the vehicle and forced Russian authorities to postpone 
further testing on the vehicle. The GUR reported that Russian authorities are currently assessing the 
damage and timeline for needed repairs. 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine) 

A Russian milblogger claimed on July 12 that Russian forces recently used a first-person view (FPV) 
"Mikrob-10" drone to strike a Ukrainian naval drone in an unspecified part of the Black Sea.[75] Both 
Russian and Ukrainian forces are increasingly using FPV drones to strike other FPV drones, but ISW 
has yet to observe evidence of Russian forces conducting FPV drone strikes against Ukrainian naval 
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drones.[76] Ukrainian drone operators appear to be improving their capabilities to interdict longer-
range Russian drones in mid-air with FPV drones, however.[77] 

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense 
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and 
international partners) 
  
ISW is not publishing coverage of the Ukrainian defense industrial effort today. 
 
Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

Russian President Vladimir Putin met with Zaporizhia Oblast occupation administration head Yevgeny 
Balitsky on July 12 and discussed social and infrastructure projects in occupied Zaporizhia 
Oblast.[78] Balitsky claimed that the occupation administration is constructing several camps for 
Ukrainian children and medical facilities in occupied Zaporizhia Oblast on the Kremlin's orders. Putin 
noted that maintaining security is his primary concern but claimed that the Kremlin is also supporting 
agricultural and industrial development in occupied Zaporizhia Oblast. 

Russian occupation officials continue efforts to militarize and indoctrinate youth in occupied Ukraine 
into Russian nationalism and culture. The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported on July 12 that 
Russian occupation officials and Rosgvardia personnel are holding cadet classes at a sports complex in 
occupied Skadovsk, Kherson Oblast and schools in occupied Berdyansk, Zaporizhia Oblast.[79] Russian 
sources seemingly affiliated with the Wagner Group claimed that Wagner Group personnel held 
patriotic events and taught tactical medicine to cadets at the Military Training Center in occupied 
Crimea.[80] Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov claimed on July 11 that the Chechen Akhmat 
Peoples' Friendship Academy completed a two-week course on military, cultural-moral, and moral-
psychological issues for Ukrainian children in occupied Luhansk Oblast.[81] Luhansk Oblast 
occupation administration head Leonid Pasechnik announced on July 10 that the Russian youth 
military organization "Movement of the First" is launching the "Luhansk Character" project, which will 
"unite" Ukrainian children with an unspecified "common goal" and "socially useful work" akin to the 
Soviet Octobrists and Pioneers – children's branches of the Soviet-era Communist Party.[82] Pasechnik 
claimed that over 21,000 Ukrainian schoolchildren and students have "joined" the Movement of the 
First, which encourages "traditional Russian spiritual and moral goals" and seeks to indoctrinate 
Ukrainian youth with pro-Russian sentiments and encourages participation in civil society in occupied 
Ukraine.[83] The Kherson Oblast occupation administration announced on July 10 that it is drafting a 
bill on "patriotic education" that will create a system of patriotic education for Ukrainian children and 
youth and combat pro-Ukrainian "propaganda" in occupied Kherson Oblast.[84] 

The Kherson Oblast occupation administration announced on July 12 that it sent 59 children from 
occupied Kherson Oblast to Volgograd Oblast with support from the ruling United Russia 
party.[85] Ukrainian Kherson Oblast Military Administration Head Oleksandr Prokudin reported on 
July 10 that Ukrainian officials recently returned seven Ukrainian children and their families to 
Ukrainian-controlled territory from occupied Kherson Oblast.[86] Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada Human 
Rights Ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets stated on July 12 that Ukrainian officials are working with the 
International Criminal Court to issue arrest warrants for other Russian officials involved in the 
deportation of Ukrainian children.[87] 
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Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

The Kremlin is attempting to portray Turkish engagement with the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) as a disruption to NATO unity. Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitri Peskov stated on July 12 that the 
Kremlin is aware of Turkey's intention to join the SCO but that there are "contradictions" in the Turkish 
effort because of Turkey's NATO membership.[88]  

The Ukrainian Coordination Headquarters for the Treatment of Prisoners of War (POWs) stated on 
July 12 that Russian intelligence services are creating "public organizations" to spread false information 
about Ukrainian POWs and are trying to manipulate and extort personal information from the family 
members of Ukrainian POWs.[89] 

Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Maria Zakharova baselessly claimed on July 12 that Ukrainian 
authorities are allegedly preparing to destroy the Kyiv Hydroelectric Power Plant (HPP) and the Kaniv 
Reservoir.[90] The Ukrainian Center for Combatting Disinformation stated that Zakharova's 
comments are a part of information operations to create panic within Ukrainian society.[91] 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 
Group activity in Belarus)  

The Belarusian Ministry of Defense (MoD) stated that a People's Liberation Army (PLA) military 
logistics delegation arrived in Minsk on July 11 and will discuss logistics cooperation with Belarusian 
forces through July 13.[92] 

 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 
in the endnotes of each update. 
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