
  
 

  
1                                                                               Institute for the Study of War & The Critical Threats Project 2023 

 
Iran Crisis Update, January 7, 2023 

Nicholas Carl, Kitaneh Fitzpatrick, and Frederick W. Kagan 
January 7, 2023, 5:00 pm ET 

 
The Iran Crisis Updates are produced by the Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American 
Enterprise Institute with support from the Institute for the Study of War (ISW). To receive Iran 
Crisis Updates via email, please subscribe here. 
 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei continues to empower hardline security figures to enforce his 
uncompromising position toward the protests and mandatory hijab law. Khamenei appointed 
Brigadier General Ahmad Reza Radan as law enforcement commander on January 7.1 Radan will thus head the 
Law Enforcement Command (LEC)—Iran’s national police force and first line of defense against protests. 
Khamenei called on Radan to provide public security, improve LEC capabilities, properly compensate LEC 
employees, and train specialized police units for different security missions. 
 
Radan is a hardline member of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) and has extensive experience 
crushing political dissent and protests. Radan joined the Basij and IRGC as a teenager to fight in the Iran-Iraq 
War in the 1980s.2 He transferred to the LEC after the war, where he held several key positions, including 
commanding the police units responsible for Kurdistan, Sistan and Baluchistan, Khorasan, and Tehran 
provinces. Radan likely acquired experience quashing anti-regime dissent and militancy while overseeing police 
forces in the restive border provinces. Radan served as law enforcement deputy commander from 2008 to 2014, 
during which time he played critical roles in cracking down on the 2009 Green Movement and suppressing 
protests in Syria.3 Radan traveled to Damascus in 2011 to meet with Syrian security services and support their 
crackdown against the Syrian people. He finally headed the LEC Strategic Studies Center from 2014 to 2023, 
where he likely developed new concepts and doctrine that he could introduce to the LEC. 
 
Radan will likely adopt a hard line on enforcing the mandatory hijab law. Radan was an architect of the morality 
patrol program while he was law enforcement deputy commander.4 He is an aggressive supporter of the hijab 
requirement and of penalizing citizens for attire that the regime deems inappropriate. CTP has previously argued 
that the regime may end or reduce the morality patrol but will likely use other means to enforce the mandatory 
hijab law, such as facial recognition and surveillance cameras.5 
 
Khamenei likely appointed Radan as law enforcement commander partly due to dissatisfaction with the 
performance of the incumbent in responding to the protests. Radan replaced Brigadier General Hossein Ashtari, 
who had held the position since 2015. The dismissal of Ashtari is particularly noteworthy given Khamenei’s 
apparent trust in him historically. Khamenei shuffled and replaced many senior officers responsible for internal 
security after previous major protest waves in Iran.6 But Khamenei kept Ashtari as law enforcement 
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commander—even after the 2017-18 Dey protests and 2019 Aban protests—likely reflecting Khamenei’s 
confidence in him at the time. Ashtari may have since lost that confidence. It is unclear what position he will hold 
next. 
 
The Judiciary executed two additional protesters—Mohammad Mehdi Karami and Mohammad 
Hosseini—on January 7. Iranian authorities tortured Karami and Hosseini and convicted them in sham trials 
for their alleged roles in killing a Basij member Ruhollah Ajamian in Karaj, Alborz Province on November 3.7 
The regime may have timed these executions immediately before the planned protests on January 8 to intimidate 
citizens and reduce turnout. Karami and Hosseini mark the third and fourth individuals whom the regime has 
executed since protests began on September 16. Iranian human rights organizations and activists estimate that 
the judiciary has sentenced at least 14 other arrested protesters to death and that these individuals face imminent 
executions.8 
 
Protest organizers tied to the Iranian Neighborhood Youth Union again failed to generate 
increased protest activity on January 7, despite their repeated calls for countrywide 
demonstrations and strikes on January 6-8.9 Protest groups affiliated with the Iranian Neighborhood 
United Front have contrastingly called for protests only on January 8. CTP has previously argued that discordant 
messaging and internal fissures within the protest movement may be one of the factors driving decreased 
turnout. 
 
Key Takeaways 

 Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei continues to empower hardline security figures to enforce 
his uncompromising position toward the protests and mandatory hijab law. 

 The Judiciary executed two additional protesters—Mohammad Mehdi Karami and 
Mohammad Hosseini. 

 Protest organizers tied to the Iranian Neighborhood Youth Union again failed to generate 
increased protest activity, despite their repeated calls for countrywide demonstrations 
and strikes on January 6-8 

 At least two protests occurred in two cities across two provinces.  
 Unknown gunmen shot and killed one person and injured two others at the Gachsaran Oil 

and Gas Company in Gachsaran, Kohgilouyeh and Boyer Ahmad Province. 

 State security services arrested reformist journalist Saeid Seyf Ali, according to his wife. 
 
Anti-Regime Protests 
At least two protests occurred in two cities across two provinces on January 7. CTP assesses with 
low confidence that protests occurred in the following locations: 
 
Karaj, Alborz Province10 

 Size: Undetermined 
 Demographic: Mourners 
 Notes: Footage may be from January 5 or 6, which marked the birthday of killed protester Hadis Najafi  

 
Tehran City, Tehran Province11 

 Size: Small  
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Protest coordinators and organizations circulated calls for demonstrations and 
strikes on the following days: 
 
January 812 

 Type: demonstrations and strikes 
 Location: countrywide 

 
January 813 

 Type: placing flowers on graves of citizens whom the regime has killed 
 Location: countrywide 

 
Unknown gunmen shot and killed one person and injured two others at the 
Gachsaran Oil and Gas Company in Gachsaran, Kohgilouyeh and Boyer Ahmad 
Province on January 7.14 
 
State security services arrested reformist-affiliated journalist Saeid Seyf Ali, 
according to his wife on January 7.15 Seyf Ali is the manager of reformist-affiliated outlet 
Didban Iran. Seyf Ali is at least the third journalist tied to the reformist faction whom state 
security services have arrested in recent days.16 
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Iranian website Jobvision reported that one in five Iranian online workers have 
become unemployed within the past four months due to ongoing internet 
restrictions.17 A separate study estimated that Iranian internet outages in 2022 resulted in a 
cumulative loss of $773 million.18  
 
Parliament is considering legislation that would restrict international travel for 
former Iranian officials. The proposed bill would particularly affect former officials who hold 
dual citizenship or whose families live abroad. The legislation, if approved, would require 
designated officials to obtain permission from regulatory entities, such as the Judiciary, IRGC, 
and LEC, before leaving the country.19  
 
Axis of Resistance and Regional Developments 
There was nothing significant to report. 
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