Iran Update, March 16, 2024
Ashka Jhaveri, Johanna Moore, and Brian Carter
Information Cutoff: 2:00 pm ET

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends
that affect the stability and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project
(CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides
these updates regularly based on regional events. For more on developments in Iran and the region,
see our interactive map of Iran and the Middle East.

Note: CTP and ISW have refocused the update to cover the Israel-Hamas war. The new sections
address developments in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Lebanon, and Syria, as well as noteworthy
activity from Iran’s Axis of Resistance. We do not report in detail on war crimes because these
activities are well-covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we
are assessing and forecasting. We utterly condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the
Geneva Conventions and crimes against humanity even though we do not describe them in these
reports.

Click here to see CTP and ISW’s interactive map of Israeli ground operations. This map is updated
daily alongside the static maps present in this report. Click here to subscribe to the Iran Update.

CTP-ISW will publish abbreviated updates on March 16 and 17, 2024. Detailed coverage will resume
Monday, March 18, 2024

Key Takeaways:

e Northern Gaza Strip: The IDF Nahal Brigade (162nd Division) conducted clearing
operations in the northern and central Gaza Strip.

o Southern Gaza Strip: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu approved plans for a
military operation into Rafah.

o Lebanon: Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least six attacks from southern Lebanon
into northern Israel.

o West Bank: Israeli forces clashed with Palestinian fighters in at least six locations in the
West Bank.
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Israel-Hamas War as of
March 16, 2024, 2:00 PM ET

-
{
>0l [ Syria STUDY OF WAR
j y\ CRITICAL
) £3 THREATS
Haifa U SS _—
7 ~ THE DR. JACK LONDON
Israeli Prime o Nof Hagalil S GEOSPATIAL FUND
Minister Benjamin Lebanese Hezbollah
{ . 4
Netanyahu approved Netnya conducted at least six
plans }COY a military eNablus - attacks from southern
operation into Rafah Telayy West Lebanon into
\ Bank th I 1
\\ ®Ramla eRamallah nor ern Asrae
3 Ashdod Jerusalem
\‘\ ® Gaza
®Beer Sheva i . T Y
Israel | Israeli forces clashed
- with Palestinian fighters
'in at least six locations in
Egypt the West Bank
o) 50 100 20 Kilometers
L 1 1 1 | 1 1 |
Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Mi\ hell Belcher,\NoeI Mikkelsen, Thomas Bergeron, Brian Carter,
Ashka Jhavert, Johanna Moore, and Andie Rarry - © 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical
Threats Project \ ‘ ] sl
[ Israel Gaza Strip and West Bank
[ Jordan and Lebanon N Syria
772 Golan Heights

Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:
o Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to launch and sustain a major
ground operation into the Gaza Strip
e Degrade IDF material and morale around the Gaza Strip.

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) Nahal Brigade (162nd Division) conducted clearing
operations in the northern and central Gaza Strip on March 16.[1] The IDF Nahal Brigade
has been operating at the intersection of the northern and central Gaza Strip for two weeks.[2] Israeli
forces are launching raids from the "Netzarim corridor” targeting Palestinian fighters. The “Netzarim
corridor is where the IDF has been constructing a highway to support operations in the Gaza
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Strip.[3] Israeli forces have destroyed Hamas military infrastructure in the area including weapons
depots and rocket launchers.

The IDF 215th Artillery Brigade (162nd Division) received intelligence about Palestinian fighters
hiding inside a Hamas-affiliated building and directed an airstrike that targeted the fighters.[4] The
IDF also killed a Hamas commander of a sniper unit.[5]

Israeli forces continued to conduct clearing operations in Khan Younis on March

16. Israeli infantrymen coordinated with the IDF Air Force to destroy a Hamas weapons

depot.[6] Commercially available satellite imagery captured on March 15 shows flattened terrain
north of Hamad in northern Khan Younis, indicating that Israeli tanks or bulldozers operated in the
area. The al Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades, which is the self-proclaimed military wing of Fatah and aligned
with Hamas in the war, detonated an unspecified explosive device targeting Israeli forces in
Hamad.[7]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the
Gaza Strip as of March 16, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Fatah criticized Hamas for opposing PA President Mahmoud Abbas’ appointment of a
new prime minister.[8] Hamas stated on March 15 that Abbas’ decision is an “individual decision”
that is “devoid of substance,” noting that Palestinians have lost confidence in the PA’s

policies.[9] Fatah officials argued that

Hamas is responsible for the war in the Gaza Strip and

unilaterally conducted the October 7 attack.[10]

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu approved plans on March 15 for a military

operation into Rafah.[11] The Prime Minister’s Office did not provide additional details. US

Secretary of State Antony Blinken told
and the Biden administration does not

reporters that the Biden administration has not seen the plan
know how Israel plans to protect civilians in Rafah.[12] The

IDF said on March 13 that it plans to move civilians from Rafah to “humanitarian enclaves” in the
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central Gaza Strip before any Israeli offensive into Rafah.[13] There are approximately 1.4 million
displaced Palestinian civilians currently in Rafah.

Israeli security officials told the Israeli security cabinet that the Israeli airstrike in the
central Gaza Strip on March 11 likely killed Hamas military wing deputy commander
Marwan Issa.[14] Israeli media reported that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that
Issa’s death is an “is an important and significant achievement for Israel.”[15] Israeli journalists
described Issa as the third most senior official in Hamas in the Gaza Strip.[16] Issa worked closely
with Hamas leader in the Gaza Strip Yahya Sinwar and Hamas military wing commander Mohammad
Deif to plan the October 7 attack.[17]

Palestinian fighters have conducted at least two indirect fire attacks from the Gaza
Strip into Israel since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on March 15. P1J fired rockets targeting
Sderot in southern Israel on March 15.[18] Israeli air defenses intercepted one of the rockets and a
second rocket landed outside the city.[19] The Palestinian Mujahideen Movement fired rockets into
southern Israel on March 16.[20] Israeli Army Radio reported red alerts in Nahal Oz on March 16.[21]
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Attacks into Israel from Gaza
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Recorded reports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.

West Bank

Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:
e Draw IDF assets and resources toward the West Bank and fix them there

Israeli forces have clashed with Palestinian fighters in at least six locations in the West
Bank since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on March 15.[22] An imam from a local mosque fired
small arms at an Israeli settlement in Hebron on March 16.[23] Israeli forces later engaged and killed

him.[24]
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Clashes in the West Bank
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashes and demonstrations in the West Bank.
Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights
Axis of Resistance campaign objectives:

o Draw IDF assets and resources toward northern Israel and fix them there

e Set conditions for successive campaigns into northern Israel

Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least six attacks from southern Lebanon into
northern Israel since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on March 15.[25]
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Attacks into Northern Israel from
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