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Click  here  to  see ISWôs interactive  map  of  the  Russian  invasion  of  Ukraine.  This  map  is  
updated  daily  alongside  the  static  maps  present  in  this  report.  
  
Click  here  to  see ISWôs 3D  control  of  terrain  topographic  map  of  Ukraine.  Use  of  a 
computer  (not  a mobile  device)  is  strongly  recommended  for  using  this  data -heavy  tool.  
  
Click  here  to  access  ISWôs archive  of  interactive  time -lapse  maps  of  the  Russian  invasion  
of  Ukraine.  These  maps  complement  the  static  control -of -terrain  map  that  ISW  produces  
daily  by  showing  a dynamic  frontline.  ISW  will  update  this  time -lapse  map  archive  
monthly.  
  
Note:  The  data  cut -off  for  this  product  was  1pm  ET on  July  9.  ISW  will  cover  subsequent  
reports  in  the  July  10 Russian  Offensive  Campaign  Assessment.  
  
Russian  President  Vladimir  Putin  and  Indian  Prime  Minister  Narendra  Modi  issued  a 
joint  statement  on  July  9 about  strengthening  mutually  beneficial  political,  economic,  
energy,  and  military -technical  cooperation  between  Russia  and  India.  Modi met with Putin 
in Moscow on July 8 and 9 to discuss furthering Russo-Indian relations, which Putin referred to as a 
"particularly privileged strategic partnership."[1]  The joint statement specifically pledged to increase 
joint production of spare comp onents and parts for servicing Russian-made military equipment and 
weapons in India, agreed to establish a working group on technological cooperation, and planned to 
reorient the existing Russo-Indian Intergovernmental Commission on Military and Military -Technical 
Cooperation on joint research, development, and production of advanced defense technologies and 
systems.[2]  Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak stated that India and Russia are 
considering entering a long-term agreement on oil supplies and that Russia is considering allowing 
Indian companies to participate in Russian gas projects.[3]  Head of the Russian state nuclear energy 
operator Rosatom Alexei Likhachev stated during a tour that Putin and Modi took at a Rosatom 
exhibition that Russia  is offering to assist India in constructing low -power tropical nuclear power 
plants.[4]  Modi credited Russo-Indian energy, economic, and food security cooperation for helping to 
control Indian inflation and ensure economic stability.[5]  

Putin  has  been  intensifying  efforts  to  strengthen  Russian  relations  with  non -Western  
countries  through  individualized  appeals,  although  he  is  likely  emphasizing  Russo -
Indian  cooperation  in  the  Shanghai  Cooperation  Organization  (SCO)  and  BRICS  as part  
of  a wider  Russian  effort  to  create  an  alternative  "Eurasian  security  architecture"  
leveraging  existing  Eurasian  multilateral  organizations.[6]  Putin stated that Russia and India 
will continue to closely cooperate in multilateral organizations such as the Unite d Nations (UN), SCO, 
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and BRICS.[7] Putin and Russian Defense Minister Andrey Belousov have both explicitly identified the 
SCO and BRICS as the pillars of this "Eurasian security architecture."[8] Putin also recently visited the 
People's Republic of China (PRC), North Korea, and Vietnam to strengthen bilateral cooperation with 
these countries and attempt to build a coalition of support for Russia from non -Western countries.[9]  

Modi  tacitly  supported  the  Kremlin's  false  narrative  that  Russia  is  interested  in  a 
peaceful,  negotiated  resolution  to  the  war  in  Ukraine,  likely  in  exchange  for  deepening  
economic,  energy,  and  technological  cooperation  with  Russia.  Putin thanked Modi for trying 
to find a "peaceful" way to resolve the war in Ukraine, and Modi stated that dialogue, not war, is 
necessary for a peaceful solution.[10] Modi also stated that India is ready to assist Russia in establishing 
peace as soon as possible. Modi notably did not frame India as a potential mediator between Russia 
and Ukraine, and Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov stated to the press following Russian-Indian 
negotiations that Modi did not claim to be a mediator in the war.[11]  Putin has previously expressed 
support for non -Western countries' mediation efforts - most notably the People's Republic of China 
(PRC) and a coalition of African states ð as part of Russian information operations falsely portraying 
Russia as willing to negotiate with Ukraine.[12]  Putin  previously amplified the false narrative that 
Russian authorities are interested in good-faith negotiations but continues to state that his 
prerequisites for negotiation require Ukraine's full capitulation through "demilitarization" and the 
surrender of significant territory that Russia does not currently occupy.[13]  Putin has more recently 
rejected any efforts of third -party mediation.[14]  

Putin  may  have  pledged  to  return  Indian  volunteers  fighting  in  Ukraine  during  a private  
dinner  with  Modi  in  Novo -Ogaryovo,  Moscow  Oblast  on  July  8.  Indian Foreign Secretary 
Vinay Mohan Kwatra stated on July 9 that Modi ñstronglyò raised the need for Russia to facilitate the 
early discharge of Indian nationals ñwho have been misledò into fighting in Ukraine as part of the 
Russian military.[15]  Kwatra stated that Russian officials promised the early discharge of Indian 
nationals and noted that around 35 to 50 Indian nationals have fought in Ukraine under misleading 
offers of high-paying ñsupport rolesò in the Russian military and that 10 of these Indian nationals 
already returned to India.[16]  Unnamed sources told Indian news media company New Delhi 
Television (NDTV) that Putin personally agreed to discharge all Indian volunteers who had signed 
military service contracts with the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) and pledged to facilitate the 
return of Indian volunteers.[17]  Unnamed sources told the Indian Engl ish-language newspaper The 
Hindu  that India expects the release of Indian volunteers within the coming weeks after Modiôs òdirect 
interventionò in the matter.[18] Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov stated that the Kremlin will not 
comment on these reports, although Russian state news agency TASS notably paraphrased Indian 
reports as stating that Indian citizens were allegedly fighting in Ukraine òby mistake.ò[19] The official 
Kremlin read -out of the July 8 meeting also omitted to mention the Putin -Modi discussion of Indian 
volunteers fighting in Ukraine.[20]  

The  recruitment  of  Indian  volunteers  into  the  Russian  military  is  certainly  not  a 
ñmistakeò and  is  part  of  the  Kremlinôs deceptive  volunteer  recruitment  campaign  aimed  
at  reinforcing  the  frontlines  in  Ukraine  without  declaring  unpopular  mobilization  in  
Russia.  Indian officials announced their efforts in February 2024 to secure early discharge for 20 
Indian nationals recruited into the Russian military.[21]  The Indian Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) announced in March 2022 that it uncovered ña major human trafficking networkò that lured 
Indian citizens to work in Russia but forced them to join the Russian military.[22]  A group of Indian 
men published a video appeal in March 2024 requesting help from the Indian government to return 
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from Russia, stating that Russian officials coerced them into joining the Russian army upon arrival to 
Russia on tourist visas and threatened to imprison them for 10 years.[23] Indian nationals 
told  Reuters in March 2024 that recruiters offered permanent residency in Russia after six months of 
combat service.[24] The recruitment of Indian nationals is part of an ongoing Kremlin force generation 
campaign which began in Spring 2022 as a way for Putin to avoid declaring deeply unpopular 
mobilization in Russia and has continued following Putin's partial mobilization declaration in 
September 2022.[25] The Kremlin entrusted a wide range of recruiters including Russian government 
officials, businessmen, private military companies (PMCs), and foreign nationals with recruiting any 
available volunteers to fight in Ukraine, often using deceptive practices and incentives.[26]  ISW 
observed Russia commit citizens of Nepal, Cuba, Serbia, and Central Asian and African countries to 
combat operations in Ukraine under deceptive premises such as offers of Russian citizenship or steep 
financial compensations.[27]  

Some  unnamed  US government  officials  appear  to  believe  that  Ukraine  does  not  need  to  
liberate  its  occupied  lands  and  people  to  win  the  war,  despite  Russian  President  Vladimir  
Putin's  recent  clear  statements  that  Russia  will  not  accept  a negotiated  ceasefire  on  any  
terms  other  than  Ukrainian  capitulation  and  will  not  abandon  its  goals  of  the  total  
destruction  of  the  entire  Ukrainian  state --not  just  the  lands  it  currently  
occupies.  The New York Times (NYT) reported on July 9 that anonymous US officials think that "even 
without formally winning back its land, Ukraine could still emerge a victor in the war by moving closer 
to NATO and Europe."[28]  This US assessment is premised on several faulty assumptionsðfirst and 
foremost on the assumption that Ukraine's NAT O or European Union (EU) membership is guaranteed. 
Ukraineôs NATO and EU membership should not be taken as a given in discussions of the future of 
Ukrainian security.[29]  This assessment also rests on the assumption that losing the lands Russia 
currently o ccupies and its civilians under Russian occupation will not severely compromise Ukraine's 
future economic viability and ability to defend itself against future Russian attacks, which, as ISW has 
frequently emphasized, is not the case.[30] The lands Russia currently occupies are both economically 
and strategically necessary for Ukraine, and their continued occupation will deprive Ukraine of 
economic resources and strategically critical land. Putin himself has stated that Russia will not be 
content with endin g the war on the lines it currently holds and has explicitly called for the Ukrainian 
withdrawal from the non -occupied parts of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson, and Zaporizhia oblasts as a 
prerequisite for any sort of "peace" negotiations with Ukraine.[31]  The areas Putin is currently 
demanding include the large cities of Kherson and Zaporizhzhia, among other things. Putin has, 
furthermore, continually framed the war as a struggle against NATO and repeated his insistence that 
Ukraine change its constitution to fo rmally abandon any aspirations of joining the alliance.[32]   There 
is no basis for assessing that Putin would agree to a ceasefire that leaves Ukraine closer to NATO. 
Finally, this suggestion is contingent on the faulty assumption that Russian aggression will "end" with 
the conclusion of the war on Russia's terms. ISW, on the contrary, has assessed that a negotiated 
ceasefire on Russian terms will afford the Russian military time to rest and reconstitute, likely before 
conducting a future attack on Ukraine from a much more advanced and fortified frontline.[33]  Putin 
has been firm and consistent in his ultimate goal of destroying the Ukrainian state and will not give up 
that goal until he feels that he has achieved it.[34] 

Several  independent  investigations,  including  one  conducted  by  the  United  Nations  (UN)  
Human  Rights  Monitoring  Mission  in  Ukraine  (HRMMU),  concluded  that  a Russian  
missile  struck  the  Kyiv  City  Okhmatdyt  Children's  Hospital  on  July  8  amid  continued  
official  Russian  denials  and  deflections.  The HRMMU assessed on July 9 that the Okhmatdyt 
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strike "was likely caused by a direct hit from a Russian missile."[35]  Open-source investigations 
conducted by Molfar , Bellingcat , and a Ukrainian reserve officer for the Ukrainian outlet  Euromaidan  
Press concluded that a Russian Kh-101 cruise missile struck the hospital.[36] The investigations cited 
visual characteristics of the Kh-101 model that are consistent with clear footage of the missile seconds 
before its impact. Ukraine called a meeting of the UN Security Council (UNSC) on July 9 to discuss the 
Okhmatdyt strike, and several international officials condemned Russia for so blatantly striking a 
civilian object.[37]  Russian officials and commentators, however, continue to deny Russian 
responsibility for the strike or blame it on an errant Ukrainian air  defense missile, despite the growing 
body of documentation to the contrary.[38]  Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Maria Zakharova 
claimed that a Ukrainian NASAMS air defense missile struck the Okhmatdyt hospital and accused 
Ukraine of using the strike  for informational effect to "further escalate" the war.[39]  Kremlin 
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov claimed that a Ukrainian missile hit Okhmatdyt and called it a "PR 
operation in blood."[40]   A former pro -Russian Ukrainian Rada deputy attempted to justify the  strike 
by claiming that Ukrainian forces had an air defense headquarters in the area.[41] These Russian claims 
are baseless and refuted by the aforementioned visual evidence and open-source investigations, and as 
ISW stated on July 8, do not absolve Russian forces of legal or moral responsibility for the impacts of 
the strike on Okhmatdyt.[42]  

Ukrainian  forces  conducted  a series  of  drone  strikes  against  Russian  energy  and  military  
infrastructure  in  Belgorod,  Kursk,  Rostov,  Astrakhan,  and  Volgograd  oblasts  overnight  
on  July  8  to  9.  Sources in Ukrainian intelligence told Ukrainian media that Ukraine's Security Service 
(SBU) and Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) conducted drone strikes against the 
Akhtubinsk military airfield in Astrakhan Oblast, an electrical substation in Rostov Oblast, and an oil 
depot in Kalach-on-Don in Volgograd Oblast overnight.[43]  Geolocated footage published on July 9 
shows fires at an electrical substation in Yudino, Rostov Oblast and the Kalach-on-Don oil 
depot.[44]   Russian and Ukrainian sources reported that Ukrainian drones also struck electrical 
substations at an oil refinery, butter factory, and gas stations in Kursk Oblast, as well as the Energomash 
electrical equipment plant in Belgorod City.[45]  Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces 
launched over 40 drones at areas in Russia overnight, including "several dozen" drones against Rostov 
Oblast, and that Russian air defenses intercepted most but not all of the drones.[46] 

Russian  President  Vladimir  Putin  appointed  new  military  prosecutors  on  July  8,  likely  
in  support  of  ongoing,  long -term  Russian  military  reforms.  Putin appointed Russian 
Lieutenant General of Justice Sergey Kazakov as military prosecutor of the Russian Joint Group of 
Forces for a five-year term, replacing Lieutenant General of Justice Alexey Naida.[47] Putin appointed 
Naida as military prosecutor of  the Leningrad Military District (LMD), Major General of Justice 
Konstantin Olkhovatenko as Central Military Di strict (CMD) military prosecutor, Major General of 
Justice Igor Kupreev as Northern Fleet military prosecutor, and Major General of Justice Oleg 
Okorokov as Black Sea Fleet (BSF) military prosecutor.[48] Putin appointed Lieutenant General of 
Justice Andrey Popov on April 8 as military prosecutor of the Moscow Military District (MMD) after 
having served in the same position for the CMD.[49]  Putin is likely shifting around and appointing new 
military prosecutors to support his effort to reform and encourage d iscipline within the Russian military 
in the long-term.  

  

Newly -elected  Iranian  President  Masoud  Pezeshkian  reiterated  Iran's  continued  
willingness  to  enter  a comprehensive  strategic  partnership  with  Russia,  emphasizing  the  
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continuity  in  Iran's  support  for  Russia  even  under  a new  presidential  
administration.  Pezeshkian spoke with Russian President Vladimir Putin on the phone on July 8 and 
reportedly voiced Iran's willingness to sign a comprehensive strategic partnership agreement with 
Russia at the upcoming October 2024 BRICS summit.[50] Putin in turn highligh ted his satisfaction 
with close Russo-Iranian relations and expressed his readiness for "joint work" in various 
areas.[51] Pezeshkian's apparent willingness to pursue and develop a strategic partnership with Russia 
is consistent with the efforts of his predecessor, Ebrahim Raisi, to expand bilateral cooperation by 
having consistent meetings with Putin and other Russian officials.[52]  ISW-CTP previously assessed 
that Pezeshkian's presidency is unlikely to create meaningful changes in the Iranian regime, as Iranian 
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei will continue to dictate Iran's foreign policy objectives.[53]  

The  US Department  of  Justice  (DoJ)  released  affidavits  on  July  9 for  several  hundred  X  
(formerly  Twitter)  accounts  and  domain  names  used  by  Russian  state  media  and  security  
services  to  operate  a bot  farm  aimed  at  spreading  disinformation  in  the  United  States  
and  abroad.[54]  The DoJ announced that it seized two domain names and searched 986 X accounts 
linked to an artificial intelligence (AI) -enhanced bot farm developed by Russian state media 
network  RT and operated by the Russian Federal Security Service (FSB). The DoJ reported that this bot 
farm used AI to create fictitious social media profiles of individuals falsely posing as US individuals to 
promote messages in support of Russian government objectives. The DoJ said that RT leadership has 
sought to develop alternative means to distribute Russian narratives beyond its international TV 
broadcasts since at least 2022 and began establishing this bot farm in April 2022. The DoJ added that 
the Kremlin approved and offered financial  support in early 2023 to create and lead a private 
intelligence organization to spread Russian disinformation using this bot farm. US Attorney General 
Merrick Garland reported that DoJ searches and seizures have disrupted a Russian "AI-enabled 
propaganda campaign" intended to sow disinformation among US and international social media 
outlets. The DoJ report emphasized the prevalence of fictitious social media accounts, particularly on 
X, that were linked to both the bot farm and the seized domain names. The DoJ reported that X 
voluntar ily suspended the remaining identified bot accounts. These X accounts propagated debunked 
narratives and Kremlin talking points about the war in Ukraine, such as Kremlin claims that parts of 
Poland, Ukraine, and Lithuania were ñgiftsò from Russia. The bot farm pushed other narratives in video 
format such as a video of Russian President Vladimir Putin claiming that the war in Ukraine is not a 
territorial conflict or a matter of geopolitical balance, but rather about the ñprinciples on which the New 
World Order will be based.ò 

Key  Takeaways:  
¶ Russian  President  Vladimir  Putin  and  Indian  Prime  Minister  Narendra  Modi  

issued  a joint  statement  on  July  9 about  strengthening  mutually  beneficial  
political,  economic,  energy,  and  military -technical  cooperation  between  Russia  
and  India.  

¶ Putin  has  been  intensifying  efforts  to  strengthen  Russian  relations  with  non -
Western  countries  through  individualized  appeals,  although  he  is  likely  
emphasizing  Russo -Indian  cooperation  in  the  Shanghai  Cooperation  
Organization  (SCO)  and  BRICS  as part  of  a wider  Russian  effort  to  create  an  
alternative  "Eurasian  security  architecture"  leveraging  existing  Eurasian  
multilateral  organizations.  
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¶ Modi  tacitly  supported  the  Kremlin's  false  narrative  that  Russia  is  interested  
in  a peaceful,  negotiated  resolution  to  the  war  in  Ukraine,  likely  in  exchange  for  
deepening  economic,  energy,  and  technological  cooperation  with  Russia.  

¶ Putin  may  have  pledged  to  return  Indian  volunteers  fighting  in  Ukraine  during  
a private  dinner  with  Modi  in  Novo -Ogaryovo,  Moscow  Oblast  on  July  8.  

¶ Some  unnamed  US government  officials  appear  to  believe  that  Ukraine  does  
not  need  to  liberate  its  occupied  lands  and  people  to  win  the  war,  despite  
Russian  President  Vladimir  Putin's  recent  clear  statements  that  Russia  will  not  
accept  a negotiated  ceasefire  on  any  terms  other  than  Ukrainian  capitulation  
and  will  not  abandon  its  goals  of  the  total  destruction  of  the  entire  Ukrainian  
state --not  just  the  lands  it  currently  occupies.  

¶ Several  independent  investigations,  including  one  conducted  by  the  United  
Nations  (UN)  Human  Rights  Monitoring  Mission  in  Ukraine  (HRMMU),  
concluded  that  a Russian  missile  struck  the  Kyiv  City  Okhmatdyt  Children's  
Hospital  on  July  8  amid  continued  official  Russian  denials  and  deflections.  

¶ Ukrainian  forces  conducted  a series  of  drone  strikes  against  Russian  energy  
and  military  infrastructure  in  Belgorod,  Kursk,  Rostov,  Astrakhan,  and  
Volgograd  oblasts  overnight  on  July  8  to  9.  

¶ Russian  President  Vladimir  Putin  appointed  new  military  prosecutors  on  July  
8,  likely  in  support  of  ongoing,  long -term  Russian  military  reforms.  

¶ Newly -elected  Iranian  President  Masoud  Pezeshkian  reiterated  Iran's  
continued  willingness  to  enter  a comprehensive  strategic  partnership  with  
Russia,  emphasizing  the  continuity  in  Iran's  support  for  Russia  even  under  a 
new  presidential  administration.  

¶ The  US Department  of  Justice  (DoJ)  released  affidavits  on  July  9 for  several  
hundred  X  (formerly  Twitter)  accounts  and  domain  names  used  by  Russian  
state  media  and  security  services  to  operate  a bot  farm  aimed  at  spreading  
disinformation  in  the  US and  abroad.  

¶ Russian  forces  recently  made  confirmed  advances  southeast  of  Chasiv  Yar,  
near  Avdiivka,  and  southwest  of  Donetsk  City,  and  Ukrainian  forces  recently  
advanced  north  of  Kharkiv  City.  

¶ Russian  Prime  Minister  Mikhail  Mishustin  signed  a decree  ordering  the  
reestablishment  of  the  Saratov  Higher  Artillery  Command  School  on  July  8,  
likely  as part  of  ongoing  efforts  to  build  out  a cadre  of  Russian  officers.  

¶ Russian  authorities  continue  to  deploy  Rosgvardia  contingents  to  occupied  
Ukraine  to  serve  law  enforcement  functions.  
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We  do  not  report  in  detail  on  Russian  war  crimes  because  these  activities  are  well -
covered  in  Western  media  and  do  not  directly  affect  the  military  operations  we  are  
assessing  and  forecasting.  We  will  continue  to  evaluate  and  report  on  the  effects  of  
these  criminal  activities  on  the  Ukrainian  military  and  the  Ukrainian  population  and  
specifically  on  combat  in  Ukrainian  urban  areas.  We  utterly  condemn  Russian  
violations  of  the  laws  of  armed  conflict  and  the  Geneva  Conventions  and  crimes  against  
humanity  even  though  we  do  not  describe  them  in  these  reports.    
  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT%20July%209%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT July 9%2C 2024.png
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¶ Russian Main Effort ï Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)  
¶ Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 ï Push Ukrainian forces back from the international 

border with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City  
¶ Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 ï Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast  
¶ Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 ï Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
¶ Russian Supporting Effort ï Southern Axis 
¶ Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 
¶ Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts  
¶ Russian Technological Adaptations 
¶ Activities in Russian-occupied areas 
¶ Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts  
¶ Russian Information Operations and Narratives  
¶ Significant Activity in Belarus  

Russian  Main  Effort  ï Eastern  Ukrain e 

Russian  Subordinate  Main  Effort  #1 ï Kharkiv  Oblas t  (Russian  objective:  Push  
Ukrainian  forces  back  from  the  international  border  with  Belgorod  Oblast  and  approach  
to  within  tube  artillery  range  of  Kharkiv  City)  

Ukrainian forces recently regained positions near and in Hlyboke (north of Kharkiv City) amid 
continued Ukrainian counterattacks north and northeast of Kharkiv City on July 9.[55]  Geolocated 
footage published on July 8 showed reportedly elements of the Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade 
(Pacific Fleet) striking Ukrainian positions north of Hlyboke and in southern part of the settlement, 
indicating that Ukrainian forces regained these positions.[56]  A Russian milblogger claimed that his 
sources in the Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade stated that Russian forces were unable to repel a 
routine Ukrainian attack on hangars north of Hlyboke despite successfully doing so in the past and also 
indicated that Russian forces no longer control fields immediately west of Hlyboke.[57]  The milblogger 
also claimed that elements of the Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade are operating in Vovchansk 
(northeast of Kharkiv City) ð not near Hlyboke ð despite the numerous reports that some elements of 
this brigade are fightin g in Hlyboke.[58]  Another Russian milblogger commented on the ongoing 
Ukrainian counterattacks near Hlyboke and claimed that Ukrainian forces are concentrating in Lyptsi 
(south of Hlyboke), arguing that the Russian military command needs to go on the defensive in the 
Kharkiv direction due to the lack of necessary forces to continue offensive operations.[59] The 
milblogger attributed these force shortages to poor planning.  



9  Institute for the Study of War and AEIôs Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20July%209%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft July 9%2C 2024.png


10  Institute for the Study of War and AEIôs Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

Russian forces continued offensive operations northwest, north, and northeast of Kharkiv City on July 
9. The Ukrainian General Staff reported on July 8 and 9 that Russian forces attacked northwest of 
Kharkiv City near Sotnytskyi Kozachok; north of Kharkiv City near Lyptsi and Hlyboke; and northeast 
of Kharkiv City near Starytsya, Tykhe, and Vovchansk.[60] A Ukrainian serviceman stated on July 8 
that Russian forces attacked Ukrainian positions dressed in civilian clothes and hide machine guns 
under these clothes in the Vovchansk direction, which may constitute a resort to perfidy, which is 
prohibited under international law.[61]  The serviceman also implied that the Russian military 
command routinely asks for reinforcements to support offensive operations in t he Kharkiv direction. 
Elements of the Russian 83rd Separate Guards Airborne (VDV) Brigade continued to operate in the 
Vovchansk area; and elements of the ñAidaò group of the Chechen ñAkhmatò Spetsnaz (204th Spetsnaz 
Regiment) reportedly continued to operat e in the Kharkiv direction.[62]  Chechen Republic Head 
Ramazan Kadyrov claimed on July 9 that elements of ñAkhmatò Spetsnaz are fighting in the Vovchansk 
area.[63] 

  

The official Telegram channel of the Russian Ministry of Defense's (MoD) Africa Corps confirmed on 
July 9 that the Russian military command transferred some units of the Africa Corps to Belgorod Oblast 
border ñsome time ago,ò and that they are continuing combat operations in the area.[64]  Africa Corps 
claimed that some of its units have been involved in the creation of the ñbuffer zoneò on the Ukrainian-
Russian international border since the ñfirst days,ò implying that its elements have been fighting in the 
area since the start of the Russian offensive in northern Kharkiv Oblast in May. ISW previously 
observed reports of elements of Africa Corps and ñAfrican mercenariesò fighting in northern Kharkiv 
Oblast in mid - to late-May.[65]  Africa Corps implied that i t had participated in repelling all -Russian 
pro-Ukrainian cross-border raids near Tetkino, Kursk Oblast and Kozinka, Belgorod Oblast in March 
alongside Russian border guards, VDV elements, motorized riflemen, and Spetsnaz 
elements.[66]  Africa Corps also claimed that its reconnaissance groups participated in the capture of 
terrorists involved in the March 22 Crocus City Hall attack.  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vovchansk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20July%209%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vovchansk Battle Map Draft July 9%2C 2024.png

