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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive
monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:00pm ET on June 4. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the June 5 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Select Russian military commentators continue to complain about superior Ukrainian
drone and electronic warfare (EW) capabilities on the battlefield, continuing to highlight
the rapid and constant tactical and technological innovation cycles that are shaping the
battlespace in Ukraine. A Russian milblogger who formerly served as a "Storm-Z" unit instructor
posted a list of complaints on June 4 detailing the challenges that Russian forces face in repelling
Ukrainian drones and claimed that effective and pervasive Ukrainian drone use is now the "leading
factor" in Ukraine's ability to repel Russian offensive actions.[1] The milblogger made six points about
the Russian-Ukrainian drone disparity, claiming first and foremost that Ukrainian troops have a large
numerical advantage in first person view (FPV) drones and FPV drone operators. The milblogger
claimed that Ukrainian assault groups have a 3-4:1 FPV drone advantage over Russian assault units,
while Ukrainian mechanized groups have a 6-10:1 FPV drone advantage over comparable Russian units.
The milblogger noted that Ukraine also has specialized and centralized drone units within existing
Ukrainian ground units, which allows Ukrainian forces to better integrate reconnaissance and attack
drone capabilities into basic tactical maneuvers. Russian forces, by contrast, lack the centralized and
organized drone-unit system and adequate EW and electronic reconnaissance (ER) capabilities to
counter Ukrainian drones.[2] Another milblogger, whose initial post from May 31 spurred the former
Storm-Z instructor to weigh in on the issue, noted that specialized Ukrainian drone units have heavily
targeted and destroyed unprotected Russian armored equipment in the Avdiivka direction, inhibiting
Russian offensive prospects in the area.[3] The milblogger emphasized that the provision of FPV drones
and required EW and ER systems to Russian forces is done on an ad hoc volunteer basis, as there is no
centralized supply mechanism from the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD). These remarks on Russia's
need to centralize its drone warfare capabilities echo recent calls made by a cadre of Russian
commentators, including former Russian Space Agency (Roscosmos) head Dmitry Rogozin.[4] As
Ukrainian forces adapt and better integrate new technologies into their force, Russian forces will likely
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feel pressured to do the same in order to retain technological and tactical parity on the battlefield. This
offense-defense and capability scaling race is central to the development of combat means in a
contemporary war.

Ukraine and its partners have reportedly drafted a document for the Global Peace
Summit in Switzerland on June 15 that calls for future engagement with Russia on a
limited number of issues connected to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, although the
Kremlin remains unlikely to engage in meaningful negotiations on the proposal or any
wider settlement to the war in Ukraine. Bloomberg reported on June 4 that the draft document
aims to generate consensus among summit participants on nuclear safety, food security, and the return
of abducted Ukrainian civilians and children.[5] The document reportedly states that this consensus
will serve as a "confidence building measure" for future engagement with Russian officials on these
issues.[6] The reported document specifically deems nuclear threats as "inadmissible" and calls for the
return of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) to Ukrainian control, and freedom of
navigation in the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov so that Ukrainian agricultural products can reach third
parties and the return of all deported and unlawfully displaced Ukrainian children and civilians to
Ukraine.[7]

Russian officials have routinely been explicitly hostile to engagement with Ukraine on many of these
issues, however. The Kremlin frequently threatens Ukraine and the West with nuclear weapons in order
to promote Western self-deterrence. The Kremlin also uses nuclear rhetoric as a common tool of its
reflexive control campaign aimed at influencing Western decision-making.[8] Russian officials have
repeatedly attempted to use Russia’s physical control over the ZNPP to try to force international
organizations to legitimize Russia's occupation of the ZNPP and by extension Russian occupation of
Ukrainian territory.[9] Russia withdrew from the Black Sea Grain Initiative, which facilitated limited
agricultural exports from Ukrainian ports, in July 2023 and has since routinely targeted Ukrainian
ports and agricultural infrastructure in southern Ukraine in an effort to constrain Ukraine's ability to
provide grain and other agricultural products to its partners.[10] Russian officials have shown very
limited openness to the return of Ukrainian children from Russia and occupied Ukraine to Ukraine
through mediation with third parties.[11] The Kremlin and Russian occupation officials continue to
deport Ukrainian civilians and children from occupied Ukraine, however, and there is no indication
that Russia is willing to stop this campaign or return deported and unlawfully displaced Ukrainians
back to Ukraine at scale.[12] The Kremlin continues to feign interest in meaningful negotiations with
Ukraine in an effort to push the West to make concessions on Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial
integrity and the Kremlin may use engagement on these more limited issues to pursue similar
concessions.[13]

Russia is conducting a wide-scale hybrid warfare campaign targeting NATO states in
tandem with Russian efforts to augment its conventional military capabilities in
preparation for a potential conflict with NATO. Bloomberg reported on June 3 that Norwegian
Chief of Defense Eirik Kristoffersen stated that NATO has a window of two to three years to rebuild its
forces and stocks before Russia has rebuilt its own ability to conduct a conventional attack, presumably
against NATO.[14] Kristoffersen stated that this expedited time frame is due to Russia's current
elevated defense industrial base (DIB) output. Western officials also continue to highlight Russia's
current engagement in hybrid warfare activities across Europe. The Financial Times (FT) reported on
June 4 that Western governments are trying to formulate a response to the growing series of Russian-
backed sabotage attempts on military bases and civilian infrastructure in Europe.[15] FT reported that
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an unspecified Western defense advisor stated that Russia has a "highly developed lexicon" for hybrid
warfare, including information and psychological operations and sabotage. The defense advisor noted
that Russia is learning from and adapting its hybrid warfare operations, stating that Russia is
"constantly observing" the West's reactions to these hybrid warfare operations and "testing to see which
of [Russia's] actions work." FT reported that Russia has resorted to using proxies, such as operatives
from criminal gangs, to conduct the sabotage attacks after European governments expelled hundreds
of Russian diplomats and spies. NATO and its member states have repeatedly warned about
intensifying Russian hybrid operations on NATO member territory.[16]

A joint investigation by Russian opposition student journal DOXA and open-source
outlet Kidmapping highlights the role of the Kremlin-backed Russian Orthodox Church
(ROCQ) in Russifying Ukrainian children whom Russian authorities have deported to
Russia.[17] DOXA found that from the early days of Russia's 2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
Russian officials deported children from orphanages and boarding schools in occupied Donetsk Oblast
to Russia's Rostov Oblast, where they were visited by Metropolitan Mercury (Igor Ivanov) of Rostov
and Novocherkassk, who spoke to them about the ROC and seemingly enticed them to consider baptism
into the ROC.[18] ROC clergy have also called for the baptism of deported Ukrainian children into the
ROC and reportedly encouraged them to join various "military-patriotic" youth organizations in
Russia.[19] DOXA and Kidmapping also found that deported children from occupied Donetsk and
Luhansk oblasts stayed at shelters run by the ROC in Voronezh Oblast, where ROC clergy and affiliated
officials hold "military-patriotic" events for the deported children in order to encourage pro-Russian
and pro-ROC sentiment and cut the children off from their Ukrainian identities.[20] ISW has
previously assessed that the ROC is instrumental in enacting the Kremlin's occupation plan for Ukraine,
and this appears to extend to Russian efforts to Russify deported Ukrainian children living in
Russia.[21] Kremlin-appointed Commissioner on Children's Rights Maria Lvova-Belova, against whom
the International Criminal Court has issued an arrest warrant due to her role in facilitating the
deportation of Ukrainian children, is notably married to an ROC priest.[22] Lvova-Belova and her
husband have themselves adopted a deported Ukrainian child from Mariupol, highlighting the personal
involvement of the ROC and other Kremlin officials in the deportation of Ukrainian children.[23] ISW
continues to assess that the deportation of Ukrainian children, with the intent to destroy their
Ukrainian identities via such Russification projects, amounts to a violation of the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, which prohibits "forcibly transferring children
of a group to another group" on grounds that it is an act of genocide.[24]

Russian President Vladimir Putin named First Deputy Speaker of the Federation Council
and United Russia Secretary Andrei Turchak the acting governor of the Altai Republic on
June 4.[25] Turchak chaired the Russian State Duma "Special Military Operation" Working Group
dedicated to resolving issues with Russia's war effort in Ukraine and reported on the working group's
efforts directly to Putin.[26] Former Altai Republic Head Oleg Khorokhordin resigned on June 4
reportedly to transition to a new, unspecified position.[27] Putin met with Turchak via videoconference
to discuss Turchak's new position and stated that the Altai Republic is a "promising but difficult"
multinational republic where the Russian government wants to develop the tourism
industry.[28] Russian outlet Vedomosti reported on June 3 that three sources close to the Russian
presidential administration stated that the Presidential Plenipotentiary Representative in the Ural
Federal District Vladimir Yakushev may replace Turchak as United Russia Secretary.[29]
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Russian sources speculated on the meaning behind Turchak's appointment. Russian opposition
outlet Meduza stated that sources close to the presidential administration noted that Putin offered
Turchak the position during a videoconference, not during a personal meeting as Putin usually
does.[30] Meduza's sources reportedly stated that Turchak's new position is a demotion, comparing it
to an "execution" and "deportation to a colony settlement." A source reportedly stated that Turchak lost
his position in the "power vertical' and that Turchak must have "seriously screwed
up." Meduza reported that a source close to the St. Petersburg government claimed that Putin moved
Turchak because Turchak was "too active" in St. Petersburg and St. Petersburg Governor Alexander
Beglov complained to Putin — a version with which other Meduza sources reportedly disagreed. A
Russian milblogger refuted claims that Turchak's appointment is "political exile" and claimed that the
Altai Republic is geographically important given its position near Central Asia and Xinjiang,
China.[31] The milblogger claimed that the West is active in Central Asia and that Russia will need
logistics hubs and a strong executive power in the area if there are "serious showdowns" in Central Asia
between the West and Russia. A Russian insider source claimed that the Russian government may
launch a new association of federal subjects that Turchak will supervise.[32] The insider source claimed
that the Russian government may hold a referendum, which Turchak will also oversee, to unify the Altai
Republic and neighboring Altai Krai. There are multiple defense industrial enterprises in Altai Krai,
and if the insider source's claim about plans to unify Altai Republic and Altai Krai are true, the Kremlin
may have appointed Turchak to oversee Russian defense industrial efforts in the region as part of a
wider Kremlin effort to increase Russia's defense industrial production.[33] Putin may have also moved
Turchak in an effort to sideline and demote him without having to make a public show of the demotion,
especially if Putin was displeased with Turchak's advocacy for Russian servicemembers fighting in
Ukraine.

Newly appointed Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov reportedly invited select
Russian war correspondents and milbloggers to meet with him to coopt several Russian
information space actors, prompting limited criticism from a prominent Russian
milblogger. A Russian insider source claimed on May 26 that Belousov planned to meet with
milbloggers and military correspondents to demonstrate that he has "nothing in common with his
predecessor [now Russian Security Council Secretary] Sergei Shoigu."[34] The Russian information
space largely celebrated Belousov's appointment as Defense Minister and expressed hope that his
appointment would foster positive changes to the endemic problems that persisted under Shoigu's
MoD, such as the Shoigu MoD’s tendency to lie about Russia’s military performance in Ukraine and
failures to adequately supply frontline forces.[35] ISW has previously observed that the Kremlin began
efforts to coopt Russian milbloggers critical of the Russian military's poor performance in the war in
Ukraine by offering them state awards and government positions starting in November 2022 in an
effort to regain control over the Russian information space.[36] A prominent Russian milblogger, who
has previously criticized the Russian MoD and routinely posts complaints on his Telegram channel from
Russian servicemen on the frontlines, claimed that Belousov invited a limited number of already-
respected military correspondents, whom the Kremlin has coopted and likely deemed to be "safe," and
milbloggers to meet with him.[37] The milblogger further claimed that he would not be surprised if
Russian MoD employees from the "old team," likely referring to Shoigu's affiliates at the Russian MoD,
organized the meeting and expressed doubt that the Russian MoD would listen to milblogger
suggestions. Russian milbloggers appear to be experimenting with different ways to express critical
opinions of the Russian MoD following Belousov's appointment, and Belousov may be meeting with
military correspondents to constrain this criticism.[38]

4 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024



Key Takeaways:

e Select Russian military commentators continue to complain about superior
Ukrainian drone and electronic warfare (EW) capabilities on the battlefield,
continuing to highlight the rapid and constant tactical and technological
innovation cycles that are shaping the battlespace in Ukraine.

e Ukraine and its partners have reportedly drafted a document for the Global
Peace Summit in Switzerland on June 15 that calls for future engagement with
Russia on a limited number of issues connected to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
although the Kremlin remains unlikely to engage in meaningful negotiations on
the proposal or any wider settlement to the war in Ukraine.

e Russia is conducting a wide-scale hybrid warfare campaign targeting NATO
states in tandem with Russian efforts to augment its conventional military
capabilities in preparation for a potential conflict with NATO

e A joint investigation by Russian opposition student journal DOXA and open-
source outlet Kidmapping highlights the role of the Kremlin-backed Russian
Orthodox Church (ROC) in Russifying Ukrainian children whom Russian
authorities have deported to Russia.

e Russian President Vladimir Putin named First Deputy Speaker of the
Federation Council and United Russia Secretary Andrei Turchak the acting
governor of the Altai Republic on June 4.

o Newly appointed Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov reportedly invited
select Russian war correspondents and milbloggers to meet with him to coopt
several Russian information space actors, prompting limited criticism from a
prominent Russian milblogger.

« Russian forces recently advanced near Vovchansk, Siversk, and Donetsk City.

e The Russian military reportedly continues to forcibly send Russian military
personnel, including those with serious medical issues, to fight in Ukraine.

o Russia continues efforts to militarize deported Ukrainian youth and prepare
them for future service in the Russian armed forces.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.
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o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international
border with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

Russian Technological Adaptations

Activities in Russian-occupied areas

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Significant Activity in Belarus

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Lyptsi direction (north of Kharkiv City) on June
4, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline in this area. Fighting continued near Lyptsi and
Hlyboke (north of Lyptsi).[39] Kharkiv Oblast occupation administration head Vitaly Ganchev
acknowledged on June 4 that the tempo of Russian offensive operations has slowed in northern Kharkiv
Oblast, consistent with ISW's observations on Russian forces' rate of advance in this direction since late
May 2024.[40]

Russian forces recently advanced near Vovchansk (northeast of Kharkiv City) amid continued Russian
offensive operations in the area on June 4. Geolocated footage published on June 4 indicates that
Russian forces recently advanced on the northern outskirts of Starytsya (southwest of
Vovchansk).[41] Fighting continued near Starytsya and near and within Vovchansk.[42] Ukrainian
Khortytsia Group of Forces Spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel Nazar Voloshyn stated that Ukrainian
forces control roughly 70 percent of Vovchansk.[43] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian artillery
units are trying to destroy crossings over the Vovcha River within Vovchansk to complicate Ukrainian
logistics and claimed that Russian forces have already destroyed three crossings in the town.[44] A
Ukrainian platoon commander operating in northern Kharkiv Oblast stated that Russian forces
continue to conduct heavy infantry assaults in the area and that Russian vehicles do not approach
within three-to-five kilometers of the international border to avoid Ukrainian strikes.[45] A prominent
Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are building fortifications north of
Vovchansk, but noted that Ukrainian forces conduct frequent drone strikes against Russian engineering
equipment, likely complicating this effort.[46] Digging field fortifications in the vicinity of the
international border area remains challenging for both Russian and Ukrainian forces due to pervasive
drone and indirect fire threats from the opposing side.
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on June 4,
but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline in this area. A Russian source claimed that Russian
forces advanced near Stelmakhivka (southeast of Kupyansk), but ISW has not observed confirmation
of this claim.[47] Fighting continued northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; southeast of Kupyansk near
Stelmakhivka, Berestove, and Stepova Novoselivka; northwest of Kreminna near Nevske; west of
Kreminna near Terny; and southwest of Kreminna near Yampil.[48]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Siversk direction and continued intensified offensive
operations in the area on June 4. Geolocated footage published on June 3 and June 4 indicates that
Russian forces recently advanced east of Verkhnokamyanske (southeast of Siversk) and south of
Rozdolivka (south of Siversk).[49] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that the Siversk direction was
one of the most intense sectors of the front on June 3 and that Russian forces conducted offensive
operations northeast of Siversk near Bilohorivka; southeast of Siversk near Ivano-Darivka,
Verkhnokamyanske, and Vyimka; and south of Siversk near Rozdolivka on June 3 and 4.[50] Elements
of the Russian 7th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd Luhansk People's Republic [LNR] Army Corps [AC])
are reportedly operating in the Siversk direction.[51]

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar on June 4, but there were no confirmed
changes to the frontline. Russian forces conducted assaults on Chasiv Yar's eastern outskirts, north of
Chasiv Yar near Kalynivka, east of Chasiv Yar near Ivanivske, and southeast of Chaisv Yar near
Klishchiivka and Andriivka on June 3 and 4.[52] Elements of the Russian 58th Spetsnaz Battalion (1st
Donetsk People's Republic [DNR] AC) and the "Sever-V" Brigade (Russian Volunteer Corps) are
reportedly operating near Chasiv Yar.[53]
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Avdiivka direction on June 4, but there were no
confirmed changes to the frontline. A Russian milblogger claimed on June 3 that Russian forces
advanced 1.5 kilometers towards Karlivka from Netaylove (both west of Avdiivka), and DNR advisor
Igor Kimakovsky claimed on June 4 that Russian forces are pinning Ukrainian forces along the Karlivka
Reservoir and maybe surrounding Ukrainian forces within Karlivka.[54] ISW has not observed
confirmation of these Russian claims, however, and has not observed visual evidence of Russian forces
holding positions around Karlivka that would allow them to meaningfully surround the settlement.
Russian forces continued offensive operations northwest of Avdiivka near Novooleksandrivka,
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Yevhenivka, Prohres, Kalynove, Sokil, Novoselivka Persha, and Novopokrovske; west of Avdiivka near
Semenivka, Umanske, Karlivka, Netaylove, Yasnobrodivka, and Ptyche; and southwest of Avdiivka near
Nevelske on June 3 and 4.[55]

Assessed Control of Terrain Northwest of
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Note: A Russian source claimed on June 3 that Russian forces advanced one and a half kilometers toward Karlivka. A
Russian source claimed on June 3 that Russian forces advanced 450 meters wide and 1.32 kilometers deep east of Karlivka.
A Russian source claimed on May 31 that Russian forces advanced one and one-half kilometers toward Novoselivka Persha
and 1.3 kilometers toward Yasnobrodivka.

Russian forces recently advanced west and southwest of Donetsk City. Geolocated footage published on
June 3 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced within western Krasnohorivka (west of Donetsk
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City) and west and north of Paraskoviivka (southwest of Donetsk City).[56] Geolocated footage
published on June 4 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced in fields south of Pobieda
(southwest of Donetsk City) and west of Solodke (west of Donetsk City) during roughly squad-sized
mechanized assaults.[57] Russian milbloggers claimed on June 4 that Russian forces advanced up to
400 meters wide and 480 meters deep within western Paraskoviivka and 500 meters deep southeast of
Vodyane (southwest of Donetsk City).[58] A Ukrainian brigade operating southwest of Donetsk City
published footage on June 4 showing elements of the brigade repelling a roughly platoon-sized Russian
mechanized assault in the Novomykhailivka area (also southwest of Donetsk City).[59] Russian forces
continued offensive operations west of Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka and southwest of Donetsk City
near Paraskoviivka, Vodyane, and Kostyantynivka on June 3 and 4.[60] Elements of the Russian 33rd
Motorized Rifle Regiment (20th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern
Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating within Paraskoviivka.[61]
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Russian forces continued assaults in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area southeast of Velyka
Novosilka near Zolota Nyva and south of Velyka Novosilka near Staromayorske and Urozhaine on June
4.[62]

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces continued limited ground attacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast on June 4, but there were
no confirmed changes to the frontline in this area. Ukrainian and Russian sources reported continued
fighting near Robotyne, Mala Tokmachka (northeast of Robotyne), and Verbove (east of Robotyne) on
the evening of June 3 and throughout the day on June 4.[63] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian
forces pushed Ukrainian troops 500 to 700 meters back from the outskirts of Robotyne and advanced
near Myrne (northeast of Robotyne) and Nesteryanka (northwest of Robotyne), although ISW has not
observed visual confirmation of Russian advances in these areas.[64] Zaporizhia Oblast occupation
senator and former Russian space agency (Roscosmos) head Dmitry Rogozin complained that
Ukrainian forces have an advantage in drones, artillery, and electronic warfare (EW) near Myrne,
complicating Russian offensive operations in the area.[65] Elements of the Russian 70th Motorized
Rifle Regiment (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 58th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military
District [SMD]) reportedly continue to operate near Robotyne.[66]

16 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024



Assessed Control of Terrain

Around Zaporizhia as of
June 4, 2024, 3:00 PM ET

ISW

- 0T )  Dnipropetrovsk Sk vinv 5 is

Nl p Oblastk . —— anp
Land emerging in the Kakhovka | | CRITICAL
Reservoir due to flooding | ' SN THREATS_
- | downriver as of April 15, 2024. | _
: THE DR. JACK LONDON

¢ / - T © -...  GEOSPATIALFUND

7~ Zaporizhzhia N
Oblast - Novopil - .
Sheherbaky ) _ TN
_ . (f T~ AN
Mali . . Levadne _

Shcherbaky

Tavriiske
LY
Orikhiv

| Geolocated footage posted on June 1
==~ indicates that Russian forces advanced |
east of Robotyne.

! |
£ ﬁ P
\ : i\mak « ©
.1 ]

L 1 )
Map by Georgg/ﬁarroc Kateryna Stepcmenko Noel Mzkkelsen DamelMealze, Thomas Bergemn l_l/{z_gc_hell -Belcher,

S
2

Russian sources claimed on June 2
that Russian forces advanced north of
Myrne

=]

and T Bh{Tflaeker . ‘ (.
S§©{2 4\In§mute jo_‘ﬁthe Study of War and AEI s Critical Threats Project > /
O Significant Fighting in the past Assessed Russian-controlled = Reported Ukrainian Partisan
24 Hours Ukrainian Territory Warfare
Russian-controlled Ukrainian - - Claimed Ukrainian —, Emerging land in the Kakhovka
= . . e X -
Territory before February 24 C(Junter()ﬁenswes Reservoir
- = Assessed Russian Advances in = , Claimed Russian Control over ~ —— Russian Field Fortifications
Y= Ukraine* - Ukrainian Territory

* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched attacks against
but do not control.

Note: A Russian source claimed on May 31 that Russian forces advanced two kilometers near Mala Tokmachka in
the past week.

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks in the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast and in the
Dnipro River Delta on June 4, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline in this area. The
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled several unsuccessful Russian attacks
near Krynky on the evening of June 3 and during the day on June 4.[67] Russian milbloggers claimed
that Russian airborne (VDV) and naval infantry elements are working to clear a limited number of
Ukrainian troops from the islands in the Dnipro River Delta and prevent Ukrainian landing attempts
on the east bank of the Dnipro River.[68] Elements of the Russian 810th Naval Infantry Brigade (Black
Sea Fleet) and 3oth Artillery Brigade (36th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly

operating in the east bank of Kherson Oblast.[69]
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)
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Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of June 3 to
4 and during the day on June 4. Ukrainian military officials reported that Russian forces launched two
Iskander-K cruise missiles from occupied Crimea towards Dnipro City and that Ukrainian forces shot
down both missiles.[70] Ukrainian military officials reported that falling missile debris damaged
civilian infrastructure in Dnipro City.[71] Ukrainian military officials reported that Russian forces also
launched four unspecified drones at northern Ukraine and that Ukrainian forces shot down two of the
drones over Chernihiv Oblast while the other two did not reach their intended targets for unspecified
reasons.[72] Head of the Ukrainian National Security Service's Investigative Department Serhii
Bolvinov stated that Russian forces conducted a D-30 universal joint glide munition (UMPB) strike on
Kupyansk, Kharkiv Oblast on the morning of June 4.[73] Dnipropetrovsk Oblast Military
Administration Head Serhii Lysak stated that Russian forces also struck Kryvyi Rih with an unspecified
number and type of missile on June 4.[74]

Kharkiv Oblast Head of Police Volodymyr Tymoshko stated on June 4 that Russian forces are
increasingly striking recreational areas in Kharkiv Oblast in an effort to compel people to flee Kharkiv
City.[75] ISW previously assessed that Russian forces are increasingly striking Kharkiv City and its
environs to force residents to flee.[76]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

The Russian military reportedly continues to forcibly send Russian military personnel, including those
with serious medical issues, to fight in Ukraine. Russian opposition outlet Astra reported on June 4
that Russian military authorities recently forcibly transported mobilized personnel and contract
personnel (kontraktniki) who refused or were unable to serve due to medical reasons, such as cancer,
tuberculosis, mental disorders, and severe wounds, to the front in Donetsk Oblast.[77] Russian
opposition outlet Verstka similarly reported on June 3 that Russian military authorities are forcibly
sending hundreds of Russian servicemembers who refuse to fight to the front in Ukraine from Russia
instead of standing trial for their refusal to participate in combat.[78]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

The Russian MoD presented the new TOS-3 "Drakon" heavy thermobaric artillery system for the first
time on June 3.[79] The TOS-3 system has an increased firing range, reportedly between 15 to 24
kilometers.[80] The TOS-1A system reportedly has a range of six to 10 kilometers and the TOS-2
reportedly has a maximum range of 15 kilometers.[81]

The Russian MoD claimed on June 4 that Russian forces used the "Legushka" ("Frog") unmanned
ground vehicle (UGV) for the first time in Ukraine in the Avdiivka direction.[82] The Russian MoD
claimed that Russian forces attached mines to the UGV to target a Ukrainian machine gun crew. The
"Legushka" UGV system reportedly has a carrying capacity of 30 kilograms and can maneuver to strike
targets three kilometers away using a self-destruction attack.[83]

Russian state-owned defense conglomerate Rostec stated on June 4 that Russian forces are testing the
"Impulse-M" universal tracked platform UGV, which can be equipped with an anti-tank missile
system.[84] Rostec stated that the "Impulse-M" has a lifting capacity of about one ton and can carry
500 kilograms of cargo and can lay mines and transport cargo or wounded personnel. Rostec stated
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that the robotic system's control system includes artificial intelligence (AI) elements that allow it to
operate automatically. Rostec claimed that the communication system is virtually resistant to electronic
warfare (EW) systems and can autonomously return the robotic system back to the base if the
connection between the operator and system is disrupted.

Rostec subsidiary Kalashnikov stated on June 3 that it has started serial production of the "Granat-4"
artillery guidance unmanned aerial vehicle.[85]

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)

ISW is not publishing coverage of Ukraine's defense industrial efforts today.
Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

Russia continues efforts to militarize deported Ukrainian youth and prepare them for future service in
the Russian armed forces. Russian media site Readovka reported on May 30 that over 2,500 teenagers
aged 13 to 17 from occupied Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson, and Zaporizhia oblasts will undergo military
training at the "Voin" ("Warrior") camp in Volgograd Oblast.[86] "Voin" director Igor Vorobyov
told Readovka that the teenagers will gain experience in combat medicine, engineering, and fires
training, as well as drone operation. Vorobyov also emphasized to Readovka that the main goal of the
training camp is to "instill in the younger generation a true love for the Motherland," and that "the
demand for patriotism is especially acute from children" from occupied territories of Ukraine. ISW has
frequently observed that Russian authorities deport Ukrainian children using a variety of avenues,
including deporting them to Russia and forcing them to participate in such military training
programs.[87] Russia also operates the "Avangard" military training camp for deported Ukrainian
teenagers in Volgograd Oblast, for example.[88] These military training programs are intended to
Russify Ukrainian teenagers, isolate them from their Ukrainian identities, and prepare them with
military skills that would be required if they are ever forced to fight in the Russian military. Vorobyov's
statements about the "Voin" camp explicitly underline Russia's intention to use such camps to
essentially strip a generation of young Ukrainians of their national, historical, and cultural identities
and force them to become more Russian.

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Russian officials continued efforts to discredit the upcoming Ukrainian Global Peace Summit in
Switzerland. Russian State Duma Chairperson Vyacheslav Volodin attempted to portray the number of
countries participating in the peace summit as low.[89] Ukrainian Presidential Spokesperson Serhii
Nykyforov stated on June 4 that 107 countries and international organizations have confirmed their
participation in the peace summit.[90] Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Galuzin claimed that
the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) member countries are not attending the summit, given
that these states are Russia's "closest allies."[91] Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky recently
warned that Russian officials are attempting to disrupt the peace summit and discourage countries from
attending the summit by threatening to "block" the import and export of food, agricultural, and
chemical products.[92]
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Russian sources continued to falsely portray the recently concluded NATO Steadfast Defender 2024
military exercises as escalatory. Russian sources claimed that the Steadfast Defender exercises are
evidence that the West is preparing for a military conflict with Russia and intends to create a "military
Schengen [zone]."[93] ISW continues to assess that Russian sources purposefully misrepresent
Steadfast Defender exercises as a threat against Russia, despite the exercises' defensive nature in
response to real Russian aggression against Ukraine and overt Russian threats to NATO countries.[94]

Russian officials and Kremlin-affiliated sources continued efforts to portray the West as seeking to
destabilize Georgia while praising recent actions from the Georgian Dream ruling party. Galuzin
claimed that the West is trying to conduct a "Maidan" scenario in Georgia by October 2024 to create a
new source of tension on Russia's borders.[95] Russian government officials and Georgian Dream
affiliates have previously claimed that Western countries are pursuing "Maidanization" in Georgia — a
specific reference to Ukraine's Euromaidan protests and the Revolution of Dignity in 2014, which drove
out Ukraine's former pro-Russian president Viktor Yanukovych.[96] A Kremlin-affiliated Russian
milblogger seized on recent statements from US Department of State Spokesperson Matthew Miller
that the United States is conducting a comprehensive review of US policy toward Georgia that will
evaluate hundreds of millions of dollars of US assistance to Georgia. The milblogger insinuated that the
United States is seeking to punish Georgia for pursuing a "sovereign" foreign policy.[97] ISW continues
to assess that both Kremlin actors and select Georgian officials will likely increasingly malign the West
as attempting to interfere in Georgian affairs and that members of the Georgian Dream party are likely
purposefully derailing long-term Georgian efforts for Euro-Atlantic integration, which plays into
continued Russian hybrid operations to divide, destabilize, and weaken Georgia.[98]

Kremlin officials and affiliates continue to criticize Armenia for perceived anti-Russian positions. A
prominent Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger expressed outrage at Armenian Ambassador to
Ukraine Vladimir Karapetyan's and Yerevan Nor Nork District Head Tigran Ter-Margaryan's June 2
visit to Bucha, in which the Armenian officials donated humanitarian and medical aid to the local
hospital and visited a memorial for killed civilians.[99] The milblogger claimed that the Armenian
officials' visit to Bucha is "unequivocal" evidence that Armenia and its Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
have been supporting Ukraine and are pursuing an anti-Russian policy.[100] Galuzin also criticized
Armenian leadership for allowing the European Union (EU) to establish a monitoring mission to
Armenia — instead of relying on the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) to monitor the
border situation with Azerbaijan — and claimed the EU monitoring mission is collecting intelligence
about Russia, Iran, and Azerbaijan.[101]

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Belarusian Energy Minister Viktor Karankevich stated on June 4 that Belarus and Russia will continue
to develop nuclear energy cooperation, specifically through scientific and technical support, as part of
Union State mechanisms.[102]

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
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geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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