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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 

updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 

computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 

daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 

monthly. 

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:15pm ET on August 18. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the August 19 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.  

Ukrainian forces continued assaults throughout their salient in Kursk Oblast on August 

18 and marginally advanced southeast of Sudzha. Geolocated footage published on August 17 

shows Russian forces striking a Ukrainian armored vehicle in northern Martynovka (northeast of 

Sudzha), indicating that Ukrainian forces recently advanced into northern Martynovka.[1] A Russian 

milblogger claimed on August 18 that Ukrainian forces seized Troitskoye (south of Korenevo and 

roughly two kilometers from the international border) and advanced to Semenovka (north of Sudzha 

and roughly 24 kilometers from the international border).[2] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) 

and Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted assaults on the outskirts of 

Korenevo, southwest of Korenevo near Komarovka; east of Korenevo near Olgovka; northeast of 

Korenevo near Alekseevsky, Safonovka, Kromskiiye Byki, Kauchuk, and Sheptukhovka; north of 

Sudzha near Cherkasskoye Porechnoye and Russkoye Porechnoye; and southeast of Sudzha near 

Ozerka, Giri, and Borki.[3] Geolocated footage published on August 17 and 18 indicates that Ukrainian 

forces continue to operate throughout the maximalist claimed limit of Ukrainian advances within Kursk 

Oblast.[4] 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://understandingwar.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/3dviewer/index.html?appid=1602762dbcde419bb957dea358449580
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895


2 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

 
 

A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that there are unconfirmed reports that Ukrainian forces 

entered Otruba (north of Tetkino and on the west [right] bank of the Seim River), and another Russian 

milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces are operating near Tetkino.[5] Ukrainian Air Force 

Commander Lieutenant General Mykola Oleshchuk posted geolocated footage on August 18 showing 

Ukrainian forces conducting an airstrike against a bridge across the Seim River in Zvannoye (southeast 

of Korenevo), creating a large hole along the roadway.[6] Russian milbloggers and opposition media 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/UAF Kursk Incursion August 18%2C 2024.png
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disagreed about the impact of the damage on Russian logistics, with some sources claiming that the 

strike only partially damaged the bridge, while others claimed that the strike rendered the bridge 

unpassable and that there is only one other usable bridge left in the area near Karyzh (west of 

Zvannoye).[7] Ukrainian forces destroyed a bridge across the Seim River in Glushkovo (southeast of 

Zvannoye) and reportedly struck but did not destroy the Zvannoye bridge on August 16.[8] 

 

 

The Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast continues to force Russia to redeploy forces 

from elsewhere in the theater, and likely subsequent phases of fighting within Russia will 

require more Russian manpower and materiel commitments to the area. The Wall Street 

Journal (WSJ) reported on August 17 that a source familiar with the Ukrainian operation in Kursk 

Oblast stated that Russian forces had redeployed "several" understrength brigades totaling 5,000 

personnel from elsewhere in Ukraine to Kursk Oblast by midweek from August 6 to 13.[9] WSJ's source 

stated that Russian forces redeployed an understrength brigade from Donetsk Oblast, possibly referring 

to elements of the Donetsk People’s Republic [DNR] "Pyatnashka" Brigade, which ISW observed 

arriving in Kursk Oblast around August 8 alongside other smaller Russian irregular units from Donetsk 

Oblast.[10] Elements of the Russian 200th Motorized Rifle Brigade (14th Army Corps, Leningrad 

Military District [LMD]) also arrived in Kursk Oblast as of August 15, and ISW has observed elements 

of the brigade fighting near Chasiv Yar, Donetsk Oblast in recent months.[11] The WSJ's report of 5,000 

Russian personnel partially coheres with a report that Russian forces had redeployed up to 11 battalions 

to the frontline in Kursk Oblast as of August 11.[12] The Russian "Tigr" Battalion of the 155th Naval 

Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military District [EMD]) announced on August 17 that elements 

of the battalion are deploying to Kursk Oblast, and ISW observed elements of the "Tigr" Battalion 

operating near Vovchansk, Kharkiv Oblast as of July 31.[13] Russian forces have redeployed additional 

forces to Kursk Oblast since the first week of the Ukrainian incursion and have likely redeployed more 

than 5,000 personnel to Kursk Oblast over all. 

Russian redeployments have allowed Russian forces to slow initially rapid Ukrainian gains in Kursk 

Oblast and start containing the extent of the Ukrainian incursion, but containment is only the first and 

likely least resource-intensive phase of the Russian response in Kursk Oblast.[14] Russian forces will 

likely launch a concerted counteroffensive effort to retake territory in Kursk Oblast that Ukrainian 

forces have seized, although it is too early to assess when Russian forces will stop Ukrainian advances 

in Kursk Oblast completely and seize the battlefield initiative to launch such an effort.[15] This likely 

future Russian counteroffensive effort will very likely require Russia to commit even more manpower, 

equipment, and materiel to Kursk Oblast.[16] WSJ reported that its source familiar with the Ukrainian 

operation stated that Ukrainian forces have up to 6,000 personnel within Kursk Oblast and that 

Russian forces will need substantially more personnel, possibly 20,000, to retake territory in the 

area.[17] The exact amount of manpower and materiel Russia will need to bring to bear in Kursk Oblast 

to conduct sustained counteroffensive operations that push Ukrainian forces back across the border 

will depend on how heavily Ukrainian forces defend occupied positions within Russia.[18] 

 

 

Ukrainian forces struck a Russian oil depot in Rostov Oblast that supplies oil to the 

Russian military on the night of August 17 to 18. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that the 

Ukrainian military and Ukraine's Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) struck the "Kavkaz" oil 

depot in Proletarsk, Rostov Oblast, causing at least two explosions at the facility.[19] Geolocated footage 
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published on August 18 shows two large smoke plumes near the "Kavkaz" oil depot.[20] Rostov Oblast 

Governor Vasily Golubev claimed that Russian air defenses intercepted a Ukrainian drone and that 

falling debris caused a fuel storage facility at an industrial warehouse in Proletarsk to catch fire.[21] A 

Russian milblogger responded to Golubev on August 18 by criticizing all Russian regional officials who 

claim that "falling debris" causes fires instead of acknowledging successful Ukrainian drone strikes and 

calling these officials "clowns."[22] 

 

 

Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria Zakharova denied that 

Russia planned to engage in reported negotiations with Ukraine and Qatar on a 

moratorium on strikes against energy infrastructure. Zakharova, responding to a recent 

Washington Post article about Russia's temporary postponement of discussions with Ukraine in Qatar 

about a moratorium on strikes against energy infrastructure, claimed that there was no disruption to 

talks because "there was nothing to disrupt" and that Ukraine and Russia have not been conducting 

direct or indirect negotiations regarding a possible moratorium of strikes on energy infrastructure.[23] 

The Washington Post reported on August 17 that the Ukrainian operation into Kursk Oblast prompted 

Russian authorities to postpone these moratorium discussions that had been scheduled for August 

2024 in Doha.[24] 

 

 

Key Takeaways: 

• Ukrainian forces continued assaults throughout their salient in Kursk Oblast on 

August 18 and marginally advanced southeast of Sudzha. 

• The Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast continues to force Russia to redeploy 

forces from elsewhere in the theater, and likely subsequent phases of fighting 

within Russia will require more Russian manpower and materiel commitments to 

the area. 

• Ukrainian forces struck a Russian oil depot in Rostov Oblast that supplies oil to the 

Russian military on the night of August 17 to 18. 

• Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria Zakharova denied 

that Russia planned to engage in reported negotiations with Ukraine and Qatar on 

a moratorium on strikes against energy infrastructure. 

• Russian forces recently advanced near Kreminna and Donetsk City. Ukrainian 

forces regained previously lost positions near Siversk. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.   

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoTAugust 18%2C 2024.png
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• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts 

• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

 

 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City) 

Russian forces continued ground attacks north of Kharkiv City near Lyptsi and Hlyboke and northeast 

of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk on August 18 but did not make any confirmed gains.[25] The Ukrainian 

Kharkiv Group of Forces reported that Russian assault groups are regrouping near Hlyboke and that 

the tempo of Russian attacks has decreased near Starytsya (southwest of Vovchansk) and that Russian 

forces are attempting to fortify positions in the area.[26] The Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces also 

stated that elements of the Russian 4th Volunteer Reconnaissance and Assault Brigade and 1009th 

Motorized Rifle Regiment (6th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) 

continue to operate near Vovchansk.[27] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft Kharkiv August 18%2C 2024.png
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Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Vitaly Sarantsev reported on August 18 that 

Russian forces conducted 30 to 40 strikes per day in the Kharkiv direction a few weeks ago but have 

decreased the number of glide bomb strikes to roughly one to four strikes per day in the past several 

days.[28] Sarantsev stated that Russian forces may be conducting fewer glide bomb strikes to prioritize 

aviation operations in the Pokrovsk, Kursk, and Sumy directions or because of Ukrainian strikes against 

Russian rear areas. Data available from NASA FIRMS may partially corroborate Sarantsev's statements. 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vovchansk Battle Map Draft August 18%2C 2024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/FIRMS JUL 12 to JUL 18 Vovchansk Layout.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces recently advanced near Kreminna amid continued offensive operations along the 

Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on August 18. Geolocated footage published on August 17 indicates 

that Russian forces recently advanced to northern Makiivka (northwest of Kreminna).[29] Russian 

forces attacked southeast of Kupyansk near Hlushkivka, Berestove, and Stelmakhivka; northwest of 

Kreminna near Makiivka, Hrekivka, Nevske, Novosadove, and Novoyehorivka; west of Kreminna near 

Terny and Torske; and southwest of Kreminna near Dibrova on August 17 and 18.[30] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/FIRMS AUG 12 to AUG 18 Vovchansk Layout.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft August 18%2C 2024.png
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Ukrainian forces recently recaptured some positions in the Siversk direction amid continued fighting 

in the area on August 18. Geolocated footage published on August 17 indicates that Ukrainian forces 

have recently recaptured some positions on the eastern outskirts of Ivano-Darivka (southeast of 

Siversk), and additional recent Ukrainian advances near Ivano-Darivka suggest that Russian control of 

the settlement may be tenuous.[31] Russian forces continued ground attacks east of Siversk near 

Verkhnokamyanske, southeast of Siversk near Spirne and Vyimka, and south of Siversk near Pereizne 

on August 17 and 18.[32] Elements of the Russian 6th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd Luhansk People's 

Republic Army Corps [LNR AC]) are reportedly operating near Verknokamyanske, and elements of the 

Russian 123rd Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd LNR AC) are reportedly operating in the Siversk 

direction.[33] 

 

 

Russian forces did not make confirmed advances amid continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar, north of Chasiv Yar near Kalynivka and 

Hryhorivka, east of Chasiv Yar near Ivanivske, southeast of Chasiv Yar near Klishchiivka, and south of 

Chasiv Yar near Predtechyne on August 17 and 18.[34] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces 

marginally advanced near Hryhorivka, Kalynivka, and Ivanivske, but ISW has not observed visual 

confirmation of these claims.[35] 
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Russian forces reportedly advanced amid continued offensive operations in the Toretsk direction on 

August 18. Russian milbloggers claimed on August 18 that Russian forces control most of Niu York 

(south of Toretsk) and may have seized the settlement.[36] Russian milbloggers also claimed that 

Russian forces seized a waste heap west of Pivnichne (east of Toretsk), pushed Ukrainian forces from a 

pocket south of Zalizne (south of Toretsk), advanced within northwestern Zalizne and within eastern 

Toretsk, and entered the outskirts of Nelipivka from the east (south of Toretsk and southwest of 

Zalizne).[37] ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims, however. The Ukrainian General Staff 

reported that Russian forces attempted a reinforced company-sized mechanized assault with 12 

armored vehicles near Pivnichne and Zalizne on the morning of August 18 and that Ukrainian forces 

repelled the attack, destroying 10 armored vehicles.[38] Russian forces have not conducted significant 

mechanized assaults in the area since launching their offensive effort on the Toretsk sector in mid-June, 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft August 18%2C 2024.png
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2024. Russian forces also continued ground attacks near Toretsk and Dyliivka (north of Toretsk) on 

August 17 and 18.[39] Elements of the Russian 1st "Slovyansk" Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st Donetsk 

People's Republic [DNR] AC) are reportedly fighting near Zalizne.[40] 

  

Russian forces recently reportedly seized multiple settlements in the Pokrovsk direction. The Russian 

Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on August 18 that Russian forces seized Svyrydonivka (east of 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk Battle Map Draft August 18%2C 2024.png
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Pokrovsk), and Russian milbloggers claimed Russian forces seized Zavitne, Mezhove, and Skuchne (all 

southeast of Pokrovsk).[41] Russian milbloggers also claimed that Russian forces advanced north of 

Zhuravka, west of Mykolaivka, and east of Zhelanne (all southeast of Pokrovsk).[42] ISW has not 

observed visual confirmation of any of these claims, however. Russian forces also continued assaults 

east of Pokrovsk near Vozdvyzhenka, Kalynove, Zelene Pole, Myrolyubivka, Novotoretske, 

Novohrodivka, and Mykhailivka and southwest of Pokrovsk near Hrodivka, Mykolaivka, Ptyche, and 

Novohrodivka on August 17 and 18.[43] Elements of the 3rd Battalion of the Russian 228th Motorized 

Rifle Regiment (90th Tank Division, 41st Combined Arms Army [CAA], Central Military District 

[CMD]) are reportedly operating within Novozhelanne and Zavitne.[44] 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/East of Pokrovsk Battle Map Draft August 18%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces reportedly advanced southwest of Donetsk City on August 18, but there were no 

confirmed changes to the frontline in the area. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces seized 

the ventilation shaft of the Pivdennodonbaska No. 1 Mine (east of Vuhledar) and advanced in an area 

up to 3.53 kilometers wide and 2.12 kilometers deep near the mine shaft.[45] A Russian milblogger 

claimed that Russian forces also advanced south of Kostyantynivka (southwest of Donetsk City).[46] 

ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims, however. Russian forces continued offensive 

operations west of Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka and southwest of Donetsk City near Paraskoviivka, 

Kostyantynivka, Vodyane, and Vuhledar on August 17 and 18.[47] Elements of the Russian 5th 

Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR AC) are reportedly operating near Krasnohorivka.[48] 
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The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted offensive operations in the 

Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area near Rozdolne (northeast of Velyka Novosilka) on August 

18.[49] 

 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft August 18%2C 2024.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian and Ukrainian sources did not report any fighting in western Zaporizhia Oblast on August 18. 

  

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted attacks in the Dnipro direction 

(east [left] bank Kherson Oblast and Dnipro River delta islands) on August 17 and 18.[50] Elements of 

the Russian 81st Self-Propelled Artillery Regiment (70th Motorized Rifle Division, 18th Combined 

Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating in the Kherson 

direction, and elements of the Russian 31st Guards Airborne (VDV) Brigade are reportedly operating 

in east bank Kherson Oblast.[51] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft August 18%2C 2024.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of August 

17 to 18. Ukrainian Air Force Commander Lieutenant General Mykola Oleshchuk reported that Russian 

forces launched one Iskander-M ballistic missile, two North Korean KN-23 ballistic missiles, two Kh-

59 cruise missiles, three cruise missiles of an unspecified type from Kursk and Voronezh oblasts and 

eight Shahed-136/131 drones from Kursk Oblast.[52] Oleshchuk stated that Ukrainian forces shot down 

both of the KN-23 missiles, all three of the unspecified cruise missiles, and all eight drones. Ukraine's 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft August 18%2C 2024.png
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Ministery of Energy stated on August 18 that a Russian drone strike caused a fire at an electrical 

substation in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast.[53] Kyiv Oblast Military Administration Head Ruslan 

Kravchenko stated that debris of unspecified downed missiles fell on homes in Kyiv Oblast.[54] 

 

 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated on August 18 that Russian forces launched more than 

40 missiles, 750 glide bombs, and 200 drones against Ukraine in the past week.[55] 

 

 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

Nothing significant to report. 

 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)  

A prominent Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are increasingly using 

drones to intercept Ukrainian first-person view (FPV) and hexacopter "Baba Yaga" drones, but noted 

that Russian forces must rely on more expensive commercially available Mavic drones to intercept 

cheaper Ukrainian drones.[56] The Russian milblogger pointed to ongoing Russian efforts to develop 

drone deployed anti-drone nets as a way to offset the cost disparity for using more expensive drones to 

intercept cheaper Ukrainian drones.[57 

 

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense 

industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and 

international partners) 

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice. 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today. 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

 

 

Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces are detaining male civilians in southern 

Goncharovka (west of Sudzha), but cited geolocated footage published on August 18 that appears to 

show Ukrainian forces detaining Russian military conscripts who reportedly changed into civilian 

clothing to avoid capture.[58] 

 

 

Russian officials reiterated claims that Ukrainian forces are endangering Russian-controlled nuclear 

facilities to create the specter of a radiological incident in an effort to scare the West into withholding 



20 Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

support for Ukraine. Rosatom Director General Alexei Likhachev claimed that Ukrainian forces may be 

preparing to conduct provocations at the Kursk and Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear power 

plants (KNPP/ZNPP) in an August 17 phone call with International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA) 

Director General Rafael Grossi.[59] ISW has not observed Ukrainian forces operating near the Kursk 

NPP, and Russian forces have routinely endangered the ZNPP since their occupation of the ZNPP in 

March 2022.[60] 

 

 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 

Group activity in Belarus) 

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko continues to claim that Belarus will strengthen its force 

concentrations along the border with Ukraine amid the Ukrainian incursion into Russia and following 

Belarusian accusations that Ukraine violated Belarusian airspace. Lukashenko stated that he plans for 

over 20 Belarusian battalion tactical groups to operate along the border with Ukraine by an unspecified 

date and claimed that Ukrainian provocations forced Belarus to transfer a third of its army to the 

southern border.[61] ISW has yet to observe this alleged significant Belarusian deployment to the 

border with Ukraine, however. Lukashenko reiterated rhetoric meant to support Kremlin information 

operations threatening escalation after Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast while attempting to 

posture Belarus as a sovereign state.[62] Russian and Belarusian officials have previously conducted 

information operations suggesting that Belarusian forces might escalate along the border with Ukraine 

in order to draw and fix Ukrainian forces to the Belarusian border, but Belarus will almost certainly not 

directly enter the war in Ukraine.[63] 

 

 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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