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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 

updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Click here to see ISW's interactive map of Ukraine's offensive in Kursk Oblast. 

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 

computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 

daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 

monthly. 

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:00pm ET on August 27. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the August 28 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 

Russian forces have made significant tactical advances in the Pokrovsk direction amid 

reports that Ukrainian forces have withdrawn from select areas southeast of 

Pokrovsk. Geolocated footage published on August 27 confirms that Russian forces have advanced 

over two kilometers from their last confirmed position into northwestern Novohrodivka (southeast of 

Pokrovsk) along Dubinina Street, suggesting that Russian forces additionally hold positions within the 

central part of the town.[1] A Ukrainian soldier reported in a now-deleted Telegram post that Ukrainian 

forces withdrew from Novohrodivka, which Russian state media and several Russian milbloggers 

amplified and used to claim that Russian forces control the majority of the settlement.[2] Additional 

geolocated footage published on August 27 indicates that Russian forces have marginally advanced in 

southeastern Hrodivka (east of Pokrovsk and northeast of Novohrodivka) and have seized Kalynove 

(further southeast of Pokrovsk and southeast of Novohrodivka).[3] Russian milbloggers also claimed 

that Ukrainian forces "lost" Marynivka (directly south of Novohrodivka) and that elements of the 228th 

Motorized Rifle Regiment (90th Tank Division, 41st Combined Arms Army [CAA], Central Military 

District [CMD]) seized Memryk (southeast of Novohrodivka), although ISW has not yet observed visual 

evidence of Russian forces operating in these settlements.[4] Some Russian sources also claimed that 

Russian forces advanced into southern Mykhailivka (south of Novohrodivka) and are attacking into 

northeastern Selydove (southwest of Novohrodivka).[5] 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/83a2f24901c941d581c0c523ecd2619b
https://understandingwar.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/3dviewer/index.html?appid=1602762dbcde419bb957dea358449580
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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The recent rate of Russian advance in the Pokrovsk direction has been relatively rapid, and Russian 

forces have advanced through most of Novohrodivka in a matter of days. Russian forces appear to be 

prioritizing advancing along the railway line in Novohrodivka toward Pokrovsk instead of fighting 

through the entire urban area of the settlement. The comparatively rapid Russian advance into 

Novohrodivka over the past 24 hours is likely in part enabled by apparent Ukrainian withdrawals from 

Novohrodivka. Russian forces in theory could advance with relative ease through Novohrodivka despite 

its relative urban build-up if there are no Ukrainian defenders receiving their advances. ISW previously 

assessed that it would take Russian forces longer to seize Novohrodivka, but that assessment has been 

proven as incorrect and was premised on Ukrainian forces maintaining a positional defense within the 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/East%20of%20Pokrovsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2027%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/East of Pokrovsk Battle Map Draft August 27%2C 2024.png
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urbanized areas of Novohrodivka—which does not appear to currently be the case.[6] Urbanized areas 

without sufficient defending forces are not inherent battlefield obstacles, and the Ukrainian command 

likely deemed that defending Novohrodivka was not worth the potential losses. Novohrodivka is not an 

operationally significant town in isolation—its potential capture would in theory open the road to 

Pokrovsk (Russia's articulated operational objective on this sector of the front), but Pokrovsk is larger, 

more fortified, and ultimately more significant than Novohrodivka due to its central position as a key 

logistics node in western Donetsk Oblast, and Ukrainian forces are unlikely to withdraw from Pokrovsk 

without defending the city.[7] The Russian military command will likely be forced to expend significant 

manpower and materiel in order to seize the more defendable and significant town of Pokrovsk if the 

Ukrainian military command chooses to reinforce this direction. Advancing Russian forces are 

therefore unlikely to be able to sustain the current rate of gains indefinitely, especially if they begin 

assaults on Pokrovsk itself. 

Russia's most combat-capable troops are currently sustaining Russian advances towards 

Pokrovsk, and Russia's offensive operations are emblematic of the wider Russian theory 

of victory in Ukraine, premised on seemingly indefinite grinding tactical advances. 

Russia's continuous and complete prioritization of the Pokrovsk direction will likely 

impact Russia's overall combat capabilities in Ukraine in the aftermath of any Pokrovsk 

scenario, especially as the Kremlin tries to balance gains in Pokrovsk with defending 

against the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast. Ukrainian Commander-in-Chief Colonel 

General Oleksandr Syrskyi stated during a press conference on August 27 that one of Ukraine's main 

goals in launching the Kursk incursion was to divert Russian forces from critical areas of the front, and 

that Russia anticipated this goal and is instead concentrating its main efforts and strengthening its 

presence in the Pokrovsk direction.[8] Syrskyi also reported that Russia has redeployed over 30,000 

troops from other unspecified sectors of the frontline in Ukraine to Kursk Oblast and forecasted that 

this number will continue to grow while noting that Russia is simultaneously intensifying its efforts in 

the Pokrovsk direction. Syrskyi's observations cohere with ISW's current assessment that the Russian 

military command continues to prioritize the Pokrovsk front over pushing Ukrainian forces from Kursk 

Oblast. ISW has previously noted that ISW has not observed evidence of Russia redeploying units 

currently engaged near Pokrovsk to Kursk Oblast but has observed evidence of Russia instead deploying 

reserve units and units from non-critical sectors of the front, which likely accounts for the bulk of the 

30,000 troops redeployed to Kursk Oblast that Syrskyi noted.[9] Syrskyi's statements suggest that the 

Russian military command remains unwilling to redeploy troops currently fighting near Pokrovsk and 

will continue to prioritize using these relatively more combat-capable troops to secure tactical gains 

and maintain the initiative in Donetsk Oblast. The apparent continued Russian prioritization of 

territorial gains near Pokrovsk is consistent with Russian President Vladimir Putin's articulated theory 

of victory in Ukraine, which assumes that Russian forces maintain the initiative and pursue a constant 

grinding war of attrition to outlast Ukraine and Ukraine's partners. 

The Russian offensive effort around Pokrovsk will eventually culminate, although the timeline for which 

Russian forces will reach culmination remains unclear. ISW is not prepared to forecast an imminent 

culmination, especially as Russian forces escalate the rate of advances in this area and Ukrainian forces 

retreat to prepared defensive positions west of Hrodivka that in principle should be more advantageous 

to defend. The redeployment of 30,000 Russian troops to Kursk Oblast could eventually degrade 

Russian capabilities in the Ukrainian theater writ large, however, following the culmination of the 

Pokrovsk offensive. ISW has previously assessed that Ukraine's operations in Kursk Oblast have already 

had theater-wide operational and strategic effects on Russian forces, and Ukraine's incursion into 

Kursk Oblast has challenged Putin's theory of victory by seizing the initiative in a new area of operations 
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while degrading Russia's ability to maintain the long-term initiative in certain sectors of the front within 

Ukraine.[10] The Russian command is clearly currently prioritizing Pokrovsk, but that calculus will 

likely change depending on when Russian forces culminate in the area, and the command will 

eventually need to fully reckon with reorienting its priorities to repelling Ukrainian troops from Kursk 

Oblast. Russian forces have notably advanced fewer than 10 km west of Bakhmut following Russia’s 

pyrrhic seizure of Bakhmut in May 2023 and Russian forces that expend themselves in the Pokrovsk 

direction may face similar exhaustion following their culmination. ISW maintains that it is too early to 

draw definitive conclusions on the long-term effects of the Kursk operation but offers an assessment of 

the implications of Syrskyi's statements to provide an analysis of how and to what effect Russian 

battlefield priorities may impact their future offensive capacity. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky reported that Ukraine's incursion into Kursk 

Oblast was in part an effort to preempt a Russian offensive operation into Sumy or 

Chernihiv oblasts and noted that the incursion is an aspect of Ukraine's wider efforts to 

achieve a just and lasting diplomatic solution to the war based on the principles of 

international law and the inviolability of Ukraine’s territorial integrity. Zelensky stated on 

August 27 that Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast stalled Russia's ongoing offensive operations in 

northern Kharkiv Oblast and preempted an apparent Russian plan to conduct cross-border attacks into 

either Sumy or Chernihiv oblasts.[11] Zelensky stated that Ukrainian forces have defeated a large 

number of Russian troops during the incursion into Kursk Oblast. Zelensky added that Ukraine's 

incursion into Kursk Oblast is one aspect of Ukraine's plan to resolve the war and that Ukraine's plan 

also includes aspects of "Ukraine's strategic place in the global security architecture," "powerful 

coercion" against Russia, and unspecific economic policies aimed at bringing Russia to the negotiating 

table. Zelensky stated that he will present Ukraine's plan to US policymakers in September 2024. 

Pentagon Spokesperson Major General Patrick Ryder reiterated US support for the Ukrainian incursion 

into Kursk Oblast during a press conference on August 26 and noted that Ukraine has the right to 

conduct its own operations and hold its own calculus regarding the incursion.[12] 

Ukrainian forces reportedly attempted to advance into two areas of Belgorod Oblast on 

August 27 amid continued Ukrainian offensive operations in Kursk Oblast. Belgorod Oblast 

Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov claimed on August 27 that Russian authorities restricted access to 

Vyazovoye (less than two kilometers from the Sumy Oblast border and northwest of Grayvoron) due to 

an unspecified "difficult operational situation" in the area and later claimed that Ukrainian forces 

attempted to cross the international border into Belgorod Oblast.[13] Russian sources claimed that 

Russian forces also repelled several Ukrainian attacks near Nekhoteevka and Zhuravlyovka (both 

southeast of Grayvoron and south of Belgorod City), although Russian sources issued competing claims 

about the size of these attacks.[14] Select Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces also attacked 

near the Shebekino border checkpoint (south of Belgorod City), which is currently behind ISW's 

assessed Russian forward line of owned troops (FLOT) in northern Kharkiv Oblast.[15] Geolocated 

footage published on August 26 and 27 indicates that Ukrainian forces continue to operate immediately 

southeast of Korenevo and near Viktorovka (south of Koreveno); near Sudzha; and north of Sudzha 

within Cherkasskoye Porechnoye and Mikhailovka.[16] Russian sources claimed that Russian forces re-

took Nizhnyaya Parovaya and Nechayev (both northeast of Sudzha) in Bolshesoldatsky Raion, 

suggesting that Ukrainian forces were recently operating in the area.[17] Russian sources claimed that 

Russian forces, possibly elements of the 1009th Motorized Rifle Regiment (a mobilized unit reportedly 

subordinated to the 6th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Leningrad Military District [LMD]), repelled 

several Ukrainian attacks near Malaya Loknya (northwest of Sudzha) and are preparing defensive 

positions near a penal colony in the settlement.[18] 
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Russian officials attempted to use International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director 

General Rafael Mariano Grossi's visit to the Kursk Nuclear Power Plant (KNPP) to falsely 

portray Ukraine as threatening a radiological incident, likely to undermine Western 

support for Ukraine by stoking unfounded fears about Ukraine's incursion into Kursk 

Oblast. Grossi stated on X (formerly Twitter) on August 27 that the situation at the KNPP is "serious" 

and that "attacking any NPP is unacceptable, no matter the location."[19] Grossi reportedly stated that 

the KNPP is particularly vulnerable because its reactor has no containment vessel and is located in an 
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"ordinary building," leaving it vulnerable to shelling or drone strikes.[20] Russian government-

affiliated news outlets claimed that Grossi stated that he saw evidence of "nearby" combat operations 

including drones and drone debris.[21] Russian State Atomic Energy Corporation Rosatom CEO Alexei 

Likhachev claimed that Russian authorities presented evidence of Ukrainian strikes against the KNPP 

and claimed that "there can be no ambiguity about who conducted these strikes."[22] Kremlin 

newswire TASS also purposefully misrepresented Grossi's previous statement about his plans to visit 

the KNPP, claiming that Grossi stated that Ukrainian forces' actions endangered the KNPP.[23] The 

IAEA acknowledged that Russia informed the IAEA that it found drone debris at the KNPP, but the 

IAEA did not provide any assessments from where the drone came or verifications of Russia's 

claim.[24] ISW previously noted that Ukrainian forces have consistently demonstrated capabilities to 

conduct rear area strikes within Russia and occupied Ukraine at distances exceeding the roughly 60 

kilometers between the KNPP and the international border or the roughly 30-40 kilometers from the 

current Ukrainian FLOT within Kursk Oblast, suggesting that the Ukrainian military command has 

deliberatively avoided striking the KNPP.[25] 

The Kremlin routinely attempts to portray Ukraine as endangering the Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia 

Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) and extended this information operation to the KNPP shortly after 

Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast.[26] Russian government-affiliated media has also purposefully 

misrepresented IAEA statements to cohere with Russian information operations aimed at portraying 

Ukraine as threatening the ZNPP and legitimizing Russia's occupation of the ZNPP.[27] The Kremlin 

likely also attempting to obfuscate its own routine endangerment of the Russian-occupied ZNPP - 

through its routine militarization of the ZNPP - by drawing focus onto Ukraine's alleged endangerment 

of the KNPP. Russian forces fired at the ZNPP during their seizure of the ZNPP in March 2022 and have 

since stored and operated military equipment within the territory of the plant.[28] 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasized India's commitment to ending the 

war in Ukraine to Russian President Vladimir Putin following Modi's recent visit to 

Ukraine. In a call with Putin on August 27, Modi informed Putin about his visit to Ukraine on August 

23 and emphasized India’s commitment to supporting a swift, abiding, and peaceful solution to the 

war.[29] The Kremlin’s readout reported that Putin provided Modi with a detailed assessment of the 

West’s and Ukrainian authorities’ “destructive” actions while outlining Russia’s approaches to the 

solution to the war.[30] The Indian government readouts did not emphasize Putin's accusations against 

the West and Ukraine, instead using neutral language focusing on bilateral relations. The two leaders 

also discussed the enhancement of economic ties and cooperation within the BRICS 

framework.[31] ISW previously reported on the importance of Modi’s visit to Ukraine and highlighted 

Modi’s emphasis on principles of international law in discussions of peace with Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelensky, and assessed that enhanced Ukraine-India bilateral relations could indicate an 

inflection point in Indian foreign policy that has traditionally featured close relations with 

Russia.[32] Putin was likely hoping to further court Modi following Modi's visit to Russia in early July, 

and Modi's visit and positive impressions of Ukraine may be challenging Putin's perception of Indian-

Russian relations. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky confirmed on August 27 that Ukrainian forces 

used F-16 fighter jets to down missiles during Russia's most recent massive drone and 

missile strike against Ukraine.[33] Zelensky previously noted that Ukraine intended to use F-16s 

are part of a combined air defense and fighter aircraft system to protect Ukrainian positions and cities 

from Russian air, drone, and missile strikes.[34] 

Key Takeaways: 
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• Russian forces have made significant tactical advances in the Pokrovsk direction 

amid reports that Ukrainian forces have withdrawn from select areas southeast of 

Pokrovsk. 

• Russia's most combat-capable troops are currently sustaining Russian advances 

towards Pokrovsk, and Russia's offensive operations are emblematic of the wider 

Russian theory of victory in Ukraine, premised on seemingly indefinite grinding 

tactical advances. Russia's continuous and complete prioritization of the Pokrovsk 

direction will likely impact Russia's overall combat capabilities in Ukraine in the 

aftermath of any Pokrovsk scenario, especially as the Kremlin tries to balance 

gains in Pokrovsk with defending against the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk 

Oblast. 

• Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky reported that Ukraine's incursion into 

Kursk Oblast was in part an effort to preempt a Russian offensive operation into 

Sumy or Chernihiv oblasts and noted that the incursion is an aspect of Ukraine's 

wider efforts to achieve a just and lasting diplomatic solution to the war based on 

the principles of international law and the inviolability of Ukraine’s territorial 

integrity. 

• Ukrainian forces reportedly attempted to advance into two areas of Belgorod 

Oblast on August 27 amid continued Ukrainian offensive operations in Kursk 

Oblast. 

• Russian officials attempted to use International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi's visit to the Kursk Nuclear Power Plant 

(KNPP) to falsely portray Ukraine as threatening a radiological incident, likely to 

undermine Western support for Ukraine by stoking unfounded fears about 

Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast. 

• Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasized India's commitment to ending 

the war in Ukraine to Russian President Vladimir Putin following Modi's recent 

visit to Ukraine. 

• Ukrainian forces recently advanced near Kreminna and Russian forces recently 

advanced near Toretsk, Pokrovsk, and Donetsk City. 

• The Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast has reportedly heightened willingness 

among Russian citizens to sign military service contracts with the Russian Ministry 

of Defense (MoD). 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports. 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT%20August%2027%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT August 27%2C 2024.png
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• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts 

• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in northern Kharkiv Oblast on August 27 but did not 

make any confirmed advances. Fighting continued north of Kharkiv City near Hlyboke and northeast 

of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk on August 26 and 27.[35] The Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces 

reported that Russian forces are using drones to remotely mine the area near Hlyboke, are conducting 

rotations and logistical support measures near Starytsya (southwest of Vovchansk) and Ohirtseve (west 

of Vovchansk), and are restaffing assault groups of the 128th Motorized Rifle Brigade (44th Army Corps 

[AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) and 4th Volunteer Reconnaissance and Assault Brigade (6th 

Combined Arms Army [CAA], LMD) in Vovchansk.[36] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2027%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft August 27%2C 2024.png
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Ukrainian forces recently regained lost positions southwest of Kreminna amid continued Russian 

offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on August 27. Geolocated footage 

published on August 21 indicates that Ukrainian forces have marginally advanced in the Serebryanske 

forest area southwest of Kreminna.[37] The Ukrainian General Staff reported continued fighting 

northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Stepova Novoselivka, Kolisnykivka, 

Hlushkivka, and Novoosynove; west of Svatove near Andriivka and Stelmakhivka; and northwest of 

Kreminna near Druzhelyubivka, Makiivka, Hrekivka, Nevske, and Novosadove; and west of Kreminna 

near Torske.[38] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2027%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft August 27%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Siversk direction on August 26 and 27, but there 

were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian forces continued offensive operations east of 

Siversk near Vekhnokamyanske and southeast of Siversk near Vyimka and Spirne.[39] 

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar itself, north of Chasiv Yar near 

Hryhorivka, and southeast of Chasiv Yar near Andriivka and Klishchiivka on August 26 and 27, but 

there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[40] Elements of the Russian Sever-V Brigade 

(Russian Volunteer Corps) reportedly continue to operate near Hryhorivka.[41] 

  

Russian forces recently marginally advanced in the Toretsk direction amid continued offensive 

operations in the area on August 27. Geolocated footage published on August 26 and 27 indicates that 

Russian forces recently marginally advanced in forest areas on the western outskirts of Pivnichne (east 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv%20Yar%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2027%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft August 27%2C 2024.png
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of Toretsk) and on the southeastern outskirts of Toretsk.[42] Russian forces continued offensive 

operations south of Toretsk near Niu York and Panteleymonivka on August 26 and 27.[43] 

  

See topline text for updates on the Pokrovsk direction. 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2027%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk Battle Map Draft August 27%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces reportedly recently conducted a mechanized assault west of Donetsk City amid 

continued assaults in the area on August 27. A Ukrainian brigade operating in the area published 

footage on August 26 showing Ukrainian forces repelling a platoon-sized Russian mechanized assault 

in an unspecified area of the Kurakhove (west of Donetsk City) direction and stated that Russian forces 

are conducting daily attacks in the area.[44] Russian forces continued ground attacks west of Donetsk 

City near Krasnohorivka, Hostre, and Heorhiivka on August 26 and 27.[45] 

Russian forces recently marginally advanced southwest of Donetsk City amid continued fighting in the 

area on August 27. Geolocated footage published on August 26 and 27 indicates that Russian forces 

marginally advanced during an infantry assault along Berehova Street in central Kostyantynivka and 

marginally advanced further southeast of Vodyane (both southwest of Donetsk City) along the O-0532 

(T-0524) Vuhledar-Kostyantynivka highway.[46] Geolocated footage published on August 24 indicated 

that Russian forces previously seized a larger section of the highway in this area.[47] Russian forces 

continued ground attacks near Vuhledar (southwest of Donetsk City) on August 26 and 27.[48] 
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The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted armored assaults near 

Prechystivka (southeast of Velyka Novosilka) on August 26 and 27 in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast 

border area, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline in the area.[49] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2027%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft August 27%2C 2024.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on August 27, but there 

were no confirmed changes to the frontline in the area. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Russian forces attacked in Robotyne and northeast of Robotyne near Mala Tokmachka on August 

27.[50] Artillery crews of the Russian ”Dnepr” Grouping of Forces are reportedly operating in the 

Orikhiv direction.[51] 

  

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks in the Dnipro 

direction (Kherson Oblast), including on the Dnipro River Delta islands, on August 26 and 27.[52] The 

Russian MoD claimed that elements of an unspecified Russian Airborne (VDV) unit repelled a 

Ukrainian landing attempt on the Kinburn Spit, Mykolaiv Oblast.[53] Elements of the Russian ”Dnepr“ 

Grouping of Forces are reportedly operating in the Kakhovka direction (in east [left] bank Kherson 

Oblast).[54] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2027%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft August 27%2C 2024.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a large series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of 

August 26 to 27. Ukrainian Air Force Commander Lieutenant General Mykola Oleshchuk reported that 

Russian forces launched three Kh-47 "Kinzhal" aeroballistic missiles from aircraft over Lipetsk Oblast, 

an Iskander-M ballistic missile from occupied Crimea, an Iskander-K cruise missile from Voronezh 

Oblast, five Kh-101 cruise missiles from aircraft over Volgograd Oblast, and 81 Shahed-136/131 drones 

from Yeysk, Krasnodar Krai and Kursk Oblast.[55] Oleshchuk reported that Ukrainian forces shot down 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20August%2027%2C%202024.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft August 27%2C 2024.png
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all five Kh-101 missiles and 60 Shahed drones over Kyiv, Khmelnytskyi, Rivne, Vinnytsia, Cherkasy, 

Kherson, Mykolaiv, Zaporizhia, Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Poltava, Zhytomyr, Sumy, Chernihiv and 

Kirovohrad oblasts. Oleshchuk additionally stated that 10 Shahed drones likely crashed in unspecified 

areas of Ukraine, one drone crossed the border into Belarusian airspace, and the remaining 10 drones 

were still operating in Ukrainian airspace at the time of his reporting. Ukrainian officials reported that 

Shahed drones damaged civilian infrastructure and killed and wounded civilians in Kyiv City, Kryvyi 

Rih, and Zaporizhzhia City.[56] 

The Russian MoD posted footage on August 27 purportedly showing Russian forces conducting an 

Iskander-M strike against Ukrainian forces in Stepanivka, Sumy Oblast.[57] ISW has not observed 

visual confirmation of this claim. 

Ukrainian Navy Spokesperson Captain Third Rank Dmytro Pletenchuk stated that Ukrainian forces 

downed all of the Kalibr cruise missiles that Russia launched against Ukraine during one of Russia's 

largest combined strikes on the night of August 25 to 26.[58] Pletenchuk stated that Russian forces only 

launch sea-based Kalibr missiles during combined strikes in order to overwhelm the Ukrainian air 

defense umbrella. Pletenchuk stated that the Russian military currently has four submarines and five 

surface vessels that carry Kalibr missiles in the Black Sea and Sea of Azov. 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

The Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast has reportedly heightened willingness among Russian 

citizens to sign military service contracts with the Russian MoD. The Russian Southern Military District 

(SMD) press service claimed on August 27 that the number of people willing to sign military service 

contracts in Rostov Oblast increased by 20 percent following the Ukrainian incursion and recent salary 

increases for contract servicemembers from Rostov Oblast.[59] The SMD press service insinuated that 

Ukraine's recent law banning the Ukrainian Orthodox Church Moscow Patriarchate (UOC MP) is 

another motivating factor for prospective volunteers. Russian Major Igor Minyukov, deputy head of a 

military service selection point in Rostov-on-Don, estimated that between 30 and 35 people applied for 

military service contracts (likely meaning per day) in the last month and that recently this number has 

increased to roughly 50 people per day. Russian opposition outlet Verstka, citing evidence obtained 

from the Moscow Mayor’s office, reported on August 27 that the number of people willing to sign 

military service contracts in Moscow City doubled in recent weeks after the Ukrainian incursion into 

Kursk Oblast — from 97 people per day on average to 213 people per day. Verstka's source estimated 

that half of Moscow's recent volunteers cited the Ukrainian incursion as their motivation to join the 

Russian Armed Forces.[60] Verstka's source claimed that Muscovites who are more financially secure, 

and as a result less desperate for the financial incentives associated with military service, are also 

increasingly volunteering for military service following the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast. 

Russian authorities are reportedly offering land in occupied Crimea to Russian citizens in exchange for 

military service. The Crimean occupation administration announced on August 27 that they would issue 

free land plots in occupied Crimea to Russian citizens who sign a military service contract with the 

Russian MoD regardless of the Russian citizen's place of residence.[61] Such incentives were previously 

offered only to Russian citizens living in Crimea. [62] 

The Russian MoD reported on August 27 that Lieutenant General Mikhail Nosulev fulfilled the role of 

acting Eastern Military District (EMD) Commander during an official visit to Mongolia.[63] The 

Kremlin reported in May 2024 that Lieutenant General Alexander Sanchik was acting EMD 
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Commander, and the Russian MoD later reported in July 2024 that Sanchik is the Commander of the 

Russian Eastern Grouping of Forces in Ukraine, suggesting that Sanchik was reassigned from serving 

as acting EMD commander to the Eastern Grouping of Forces commander.[64] 

Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin stated on August 27 that Russia should increase the 

domestic production of drones fivefold by 2030 in a meeting dedicated to new national 

projects.[65] Mishustin also emphasized the need to increase the share of Russian produced hi-tech 

goods and services by 50 percent.[66] 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense 

industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and 

international partners) 

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice. 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today. 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Russian officials continue to seize on the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast as part of a long-

standing Kremlin information operation that falsely portrays Ukraine as unwilling to engage in 

legitimate, good-faith negotiations and places the onus for peace negotiations on Ukraine. Russian 

Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) Director Sergei Naryshkin claimed that negotiations between Russia 

and Ukraine are impossible due to Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast.[67] Russian Foreign Minister 

Sergei Lavrov also attempted to portray Ukraine's negotiating positions — which are based on and 

backed by international law — as ultimatums.[68] ISW continues to assess that the Kremlin is only 

interested in a negotiated settlement that results in complete Ukrainian capitulation and that any 

Russian statements to the contrary are intended to delude the West into making pre-emptive 

concessions on Ukraine's sovereignty and territory integrity.[69] 

Russian officials are re-surfacing a long-term Kremlin information operation aimed at discrediting the 

Ukrainian government and military by falsely accusing Ukraine of planning to use chemical weapons 

on the battlefield. Russian Chief of the Radiation, Chemical, and Biological Protection (CBRN) Forces 

Lieutenant General Igor Kirillov and the Russian MoD claimed on August 27 that Ukrainian forces are 

planning to use ammunition equipped with chemical agents against Russian forces in 

Ukraine.[70] Kirillov baselessly claimed that Ukraine is violating the Chemical Weapons Convention 

(CWC) and is trying to make and use a dirty bomb against Russian forces.[71] The Kremlin recently 

revived its "dirty bomb" narrative amid Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast in hopes of undermining 

Western support for Ukraine amid Russian battlefield setbacks in Kursk Oblast.[72] 

People's Republic of China (PRC) Special Representative for Eurasian Affairs Li Hui amplified a long-

standing Russian information operation aimed at obfuscating blame for Russia's full-scale invasion of 

Ukraine. Li claimed on August 27 that the PRC, Brazil, Indonesia, and South Africa assess that the 
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defense industries in some unspecified countries are protracting the war in Ukraine.[73] Russian 

President Vladimir Putin sent a telegram to the 9th Eastern Economic Forum on August 27 in which he 

advocated for strengthening cooperation between the Asia-Pacific region and the Eurasian Economic 

Union (EAEU), Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), and BRICS.[74] Russia is likely attempting 

to coerce Asian, African, and Latin American officials into making statements supporting Russia against 

Ukraine in an effort to portray Russia as garnering wide support from non-Western countries. 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 

Group activity in Belarus) 

Ukraine's State Border Service Spokesperson Andriy Demchenko reported on August 27 that Belarusian 

forces are likely building up near the Ukrainian border in order to stretch and divert Ukrainian forces, 

consistent with ISW's August 26 assessment about the intentions of the reported Belarusian build-

up.[75] Demchenko noted that Belarus conducted similar exercises for informational effect before, and 

that Belarus is likely doing this "under pressure from Russia." Belarusian President Alexander 

Lukashenko stated on August 27 that unspecified actors are trying to turn Belarus away from Russia 

and towards Ukraine but that Belarus cannot pursue such policies—suggesting that Lukashenko is 

aware of the need to publicly posture continued alignment with Russia via rhetorical and military 

means and is likely conducting exercises on the border with Ukraine to appease the Kremlin without 

entirely conceding on Belarus' sovereignty.[76] ISW continues to assess that it is extremely unlikely 

that Belarus will invade Ukraine or enter the war on Russia's behalf.[77] 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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