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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool.

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive
monthly.

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:15pm ET on December 1. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the December 2 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) reportedly replaced Lieutenant General Sergei
Kisel with Colonel General Alexander Chaiko who will reprise his previous assignment
as commander of the Russian Force Grouping in Syria, though it remains unclear how
Russian operations in Syria may change. Russian ultranationalist milbloggers, including the
Kremlin-linked Rybar Telegram channel, claimed on November 30 and December 1 that the MoD
removed Kisel as Commander of the Russian Force Grouping in Syria and replaced him with Chaiko.[1]
Ukraine's Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on December 1 that Chaiko replaced
Kisel and that Russian Navy Commander-in-Chief Admiral Alexander Moiseyev arrived in Tartus,
Syria.[2] Chaiko served as chief of staff of the Russian Force Grouping in Syria from 2015 to 2017 and
served as overall commander of the Russian Force Grouping in Syria in September 2019 to November
2020, February to June 2021, and September to December 2022.[3] It is unclear what Chaiko’s
assignment was between December 2022 until present. Kisel has reportedly commanded the Russian
Force Grouping in Syria since at least May 2024.[4] Some Russian milbloggers claimed that Kisel's
removal will not significantly change the situation or Russian operations in Syria because the Russian
military command has routinely rotated commanders to positions in Syria after battlefield failures in
Ukraine.[5] ISW is unable to independently confirm this reported command change at this time.

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree approving the 2025 federal budget and
the 2026—2027 draft federal budget on December 1.[6] The 2025 budget allocates about 41
percent of Russia's annual expenditures to national security and defense.[7] ISW continues to assess
that the increased Russian defense spending, while dangerous, does not necessarily equate to a one-to-
one increase in Russian military capabilities, especially given that significant funding is going towards
paying benefits to Russian soldiers, veterans, and their families.[8] Russia's continued focus on defense
spending is likely also affecting the effectiveness and sustainability of Russian social programs, which
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may affect the Kremlin's ability to sustain its war in Ukraine, given mounting pressures on the Russian
economy and Putin’s observed tendency to avoid risking his regime's stability.

Russian state media reported that the Russian military command appointed Colonel
General Rustam Muradov as the First Deputy Commander of the Russian Ground Forces.
Russian state outlet RBK reported on December 1 that a source close to the Russian Ministry of Defense
(MoD) confirmed Muradov's appointment.[9] The head of Tabasaransky Raion in the Republic of
Dagestan, Magomed Kurabanov, reported about Muradov's appointment on November 28.[10] The
Russian MoD has yet to publicly confirm the appointment.

The Georgian opposition continues to contest the legitimacy of Georgia's ruling Georgian
Dream party's electoral victory following Georgian Dream's suspension of Georgia's
European Union (EU) membership accession talks. Georgian Dream announced on November
28 that it will suspend the country's EU accession negotiations and will reject EU grants following a
European Parliament resolution deeming the largely contested the October 26 Georgian parliamentary
elections as "neither free nor fair."[11] The Georgian constitution has an enshrined aspiration to join
the EU, and Georgian Dream's suspension of EU membership talks contradicts the constitution and the
demonstrated will of most Georgians who have strived for EU accession for decades.[12] The Georgian
opposition - comprised of opposition parties, Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili, and Georgian
civil society - immediately called for protests and continued to contest the legitimacy of the Georgian
Dream party's electoral victory and its actions. Zourabichvili stated on November 30 that she would
remain the sole legal authority of the Georgian government until new elections are held and that the
new Georgian Dream-dominated parliament has no right to elect a new president in December 2024,
as they intend to do.[13] Georgian presidential elections are currently scheduled for December 14.[14]
The Georgian opposition has been protesting Georgian Dream's decision to suspend efforts for EU
membership halt across Georgia since November 28, and Georgian riot police have violently suppressed
peaceful protestors using, water cannons, beatings, and other violent tactics.[15] Various Georgian
ambassadors have resigned in protest of Georgian Dream's actions, including Georgian Ambassador to
the US David Zalkaliani.[16] The US State Department announced on November 30 that it is
suspending the US-Georgia Strategic Partnership in response to Georgian Dream's "various anti-
democratic actions", while European officials have criticized Georgian Dream's actions, voiced
solidarity with the protesters, and suggested sanctioning Georgian authorities.[17] ISW previously
assessed that a Georgian Dream parliamentary victory would likely derail Georgia's EU and NATO
accession aspirations and degrade Georgia’s relationships with its Western partners.[18]

Key Takeaways:

o The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) reportedly replaced Lieutenant General
Sergei Kisel with Colonel General Alexander Chaiko who will reprise his previous
assignment as commander of the Russian Force Grouping in Syria, though it
remains unclear how Russian operations in Syria may change.

o Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree approving the 2025 federal
budget and the 2026—2027 draft federal budget on December 1.
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 Russian state media reported that the Russian military command appointed
Colonel General Rustam Muradov as the First Deputy Commander of the Russian
Ground Forces.

o The Georgian opposition continues to contest the legitimacy of Georgia's ruling
Georgian Dream party's electoral victory following Georgian Dream's suspension
of Georgia's European Union (EU) membership accession talks.

o Ukrainian forces recently advanced in Kursk Oblast, and Russian forces recently
advanced near Pokrovsk and Hulyaipole.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

o Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
e Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

e Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

o Russian Technological Adaptations

e Activities in Russian-occupied areas

o Significant Activity in Belarus

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Ukrainian forces recently advanced in the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast amid continued
fighting on December 1. Geolocated footage published on November 30 indicates that Ukrainian forces
recently advanced north of Novoivanovka (southeast of Korenevo).[19] A Russian milblogger claimed
that Russian forces conducted offensive operations southeast of Korenevo near Darino, north of Sudzha
near Plekhovo, and northeast of Sudzha near Martynovka.[20] Ukrainian forces reportedly
counterattacked near Pogrebki (northwest of Sudzha).[21] A senior Ukrainian non-commissioned
officer of a platoon operating in the Kursk direction stated on December 1 that Russian forces use
powerful electronic warfare (EW) systems to cover and facilitate Russian assault operations in Kursk
Oblast.[22] Elements of the Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military
District [EMD]), the 810th Naval Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet [BSF], Southern Military District
[SMD]), and the 56th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (7th VDV Division) are reportedly operating in Kursk
Oblast.[23]
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Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast

as of December 1, 2024, 1:30 PM ET
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Dnipro
Note: The Claimed Limit of Ukrainian Advances layer depicts territory that Russian sources claim are Ukrainian-occupied
when there is no observed contradictory evidence that could disprove the Russian claims.

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

5 Institute for the Study of War and AEl’s Critical Threats Project 2024


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/UAF Kursk Incursion December 1%2C 2024.png

Russian milbloggers claimed on December 1 that Russian special operations forces destroyed two
bridges just across the international border in near Tymonovychi and Karpovychi, Chernihiv
Oblast.[24] ISW has not observed Ukrainian sources reporting similar claims or independent
confirmation of such claims.
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Russian forces recently launched two unsuccessful mechanized assaults in the Kharkiv direction amid
continued Russian offensive operations in the area on December 1. A Ukrainian brigade operating in
Kharkiv Oblast reported that Russian forces conducted an unsuccessful platoon-sized mechanized
assault in an unspecified area of Kharkiv Oblast on the morning of November 30 and that Ukrainian
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forces destroyed all three infantry fighting vehicles.[25] Another Ukrainian brigade operating in
Kharkiv Oblast reported that Russian forces launched a "massive" mechanized assault in an unspecified
area on December 1.[26] The Ukrainian brigade reported that Ukrainian forces destroyed two Russian
tanks and two infantry fighting vehicles and damaged two Russian tanks and one armored personnel
carrier. Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the international border north of Kharkiv
City near Hoptivka and Kozacha Lopan and northeast of Kharkiv City near Starytsya, Tykhe, and
Vovchansk on November 30 and December 1.[27]

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on
December 1, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline. A Russian milblogger claimed that
Russian forces advanced within and near Dvorichna (northeast of Kupyansk), but ISW has not observed
confirmation of this claim.[28] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated on December
1 that Russian forces crossed the Oskil River south of Dvorichna and created a second company-sized
bridgehead in the Masyutivka-Zapadne area.[29] Russian milbloggers made similar claims about a
Russian bridgehead in the area, with one milblogger claiming that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully
counterattacked.[30] Russian forces conducted offensive operations northeast of Kupyansk near
Dvorichna and Novomlynsk; southeast of Kupyansk near Lozova, Kruhlyakivka, Pishchane,
Kolisnykivka, and Zahyrzove; west of Svatove near Zeleny Hai; southwest of Svatove near
Druzhlelyubivka and Novoyehorivka; northwest of Kreminna near Hrekivka; west of Kreminna near
Terny, Torske, and Zarichne; and south of Kreminna near Hryhorivka on November 30 and December
1.[31] Mashovets noted that the Oskil River has not yet frozen and that Russian forces currently do not
have sufficient forces and means to expand the scale of their offensive operations to seize Kupyansk.[32]
Mashovets reported that elements of the Russian 1st Guards Tank Army (GTA) (Moscow Military
District [MMD]), including its 2nd Motorized Rifle Division and elements of its 4th Tank Division, are
operating in the Pishchane-Kolisnykivka-Kruhlaykivka area.[33] Elements of the Russian 16th
Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff's Main Directorate [GRU]) are reportedly operating near
Zarichne and Novolyubivka.[34]
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Note: Ukrainian military observer Konstantin Mashovets reported on November 30 that Russian forces crossed the
Oskil River at two points south of Dvorichna. ISW cannot independently verify the location of the crossing at this
time.

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)
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Russian and Ukrainian sources did not report fighting in the Siversk direction on December 1. The
commander of a Ukrainian unit operating in the Siversk direction stated that Russian forces attack in
small infantry groups (likely small fireteam-sized units) and that dense ground fog inhibits drone
operations in this direction.[35]

Russian forces continued offensive operations within Chasiv Yar and south of Chasiv Yar near
Predtechyne and Stupochky on November 30 and December 1 but did not make confirmed
advances.[36] The spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Chasiv Yar direction stated
that Russian forces have increased the number of assaults in Chasiv Yar in recent days to penetrate
Ukrainian defenses and start engagements in Ukrainian near-rear areas.[37] Elements of the Russian
"Okhotnik" Spetsnaz Detachment (51st Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly 1st Donetsk People's
Republic Army Corps [DNR AC]) reportedly continue operating in the Chasiv Yar direction.[38]
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Assessed Control of Terrain near Chasiv Yar
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in Toretsk, west of Toretsk near Shcherbynivka, and
south of Toretsk near Nelipivka on November 30 and December 1 but did not advance.[39] The
spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Toretsk direction stated that Russian forces are

increasing the number of small-group infantry attacks in the Toretsk direction and attack with groups
of five-to-eight personnel.[40]
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced in the Pokrovsk direction amid continued offensive
operations in the area on December 1. Geolocated footage published on November 30 indicates that
Russian forces recently marginally advanced north of Zhovte (south of Pokrovsk).[41] The Russian
Ministry of Defense (MoD) and other Russian sources claimed that Russian forces, including elements
of the "Black Hussars" detachment of the Russian 15th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd CAA, Central
Military District [CMD]), seized Petrivka (south of Pokrovsk) as of December 1, but ISW assesses that

Russian forces likely had seized the settlement as of November 27.[42] Russian milbloggers claimed
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that Russian forces seized Zhovte and advanced toward Novopustynka and Novotroitske (both
southwest of Pokrovsk), but ISW has not observed visual evidence of these claims.[43] The Ukrainian
General Staff reported that fighting continued east of Pokrovsk near Myrolyubivka, Myrnohrad, and
Promin; southeast of Pokrovsk near Lysivka and Krutyi Yar; and south of Pokrovsk near Novyi Trud,
Pustynka, Dachenske, Zhovte, and Pushkine on November 30 and December 1.[44] A Ukrainian
artillery reconnaissance battalion commander operating in the Pokrovsk direction stated that Russian
forces continue attempts to advance near Zhovte and Lysivka and along the nearby railway lines toward
Pokrovsk.[45] The commander stated that Russian forces are conducting infantry assaults in groups of
20-t0-30 personnel and attack again with the same number of personnel 30 to 40 minutes after
Ukrainian forces repel the first assault. The commander stated that Russian forces sometimes use
smaller infantry groups to conduct assaults and that Russian forces are conducting artillery and air
strikes against Ukrainian ground lines of communications (GLOCs) and frontline positions. The
commander also noted that low cloud cover is complicating drone usage. The spokesperson of a
Ukrainian brigade operating in the Pokrovsk direction stated that their brigade is defending against
elements of four Russian motorized rifle brigades, including elements of the 74th Motorized Rifle
Brigade (41st CAA, CMD).[46]
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Russian forces reportedly recently advanced in the Kurakhove direction but did not make any
confirmed gains in the area on December 1. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced
into central Stari Terny (northwest of Kurakhove), but ISW has not observed visual evidence of this
claim.[47] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces continued unsuccessful ground
attacks near Kurakhove itself; northwest of Kurakhove near Sontsivka, Zorya, and Novodmytrivka and
in the direction of Dachne; north of Kurakhove near Berestky; and south of Kurakhove near Dalne on
November 30 and December 1.[48] Elements of the Russian 33rd and 10th motorized rifle regiments
(20th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA, Southern Military District [SMD]) and 68th Reconnaissance
Battalion (possibly subordinated to the Russian General Staff’s Main Directorate [GRU]) are reportedly
operating near Illinka (either south or immediately north of Kurakhove).[49] Elements of the Russian
255th Motorized Rifle Brigade (20th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA, SMD) are reportedly operating
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in the Kurakhove direction.[50]

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Vuhledar direction on December 1 but did not
make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued attacking north of Vuhledar near Veselyi Hai,
Romanivka, Yelizavetivka, Hannivka, Katerynivka, and Antonivka and northwest of Vuhledar near
Trudove, Rozlyv, Kostyantynopolske, and Sukhi Yaly on November 30 and December 1.[51] Elements
of the Russian 14th Spetsnaz Brigade (GRU) are reportedly operating near Trudove and Sukhi Yaly
(northwest of Vuhledar).[52]

Russian forces reportedly advanced in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area northeast, north,
south, and southwest of Velyka Novosilka but did not make any confirmed advances on December 1.
Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced up to four kilometers wide and up to 1.2
kilometers deep south of Rozdolne (northeast of Velyka Novosilka); into Novyi Komar (north of Velyka
Novosilka and west of the To518 Velyka Novosilka-Bahatyr highway); up to 6.3 kilometers wide and up
to 2.2 kilometers deep near Blahodatne (south of Velyka Novosilka); and between Novodarivka and
Rivnopil (both southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[53] ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims,
however. One Russian source claimed that reports that Russian force advanced to Novyi Komar are
unconfirmed, and a Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that reports that Russian forces
entered the eastern outskirts of Velyka Novosilka are also unconfirmed.[54] The Ukrainian General
Staff reported that Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Velyka Novosilka; north of
Velyka Novosilka near Novyi Komar; west of Velyka Novosilka towards Novosilka; and southwest of
Velyka Novosilka near Novodarivka on November 30 and December 1.[55] The spokesperson of a
Ukrainian brigade operating near Velyka Novosilka reported on December 1 that Russian forces are
trying to envelop Velyka Novosilka and are particularly advancing on the settlement's eastern flank.[56]
The spokesperson of Ukraine's "South" Volunteer Army reported on December 1 that Russian forces
currently do not have the forces and means for a large-scale offensive on Dnipro or Zaporizhzhia cities
despite Russian information operations claiming that Russian offensive operations near Velyka
Novosilka aim to allow Russian forces to advance towards these major cities.[57] Elements of the
Russian 37th Motorized Rifle Brigade (36th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly
operating south of Velyka Novosilka, and drone operators of the 143rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (127th
Motorized Rifle Division, 5th CAA, EMD) are reportedly operating near Novodarivka.[58]
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Russian advances into Novyi Komar from the east, if confirmed, would support multiple courses of
action (COAs) that ISW recently forecasted the Russian military command might pursue.[59] ISW
recently forecasted that the Russian military command may attempt to envelop or bypass Velyka
Novosilka in order to interdict the To518 highway before advancing into Dnipropetrovsk Oblast to
envelop Ukrainian forces in southwestern Donetsk Oblast.[60] ISW also forecasted that Russian forces
may try to advance to Andriivka (west of Kurakhove and northeast of Bahatyr) from the south, and
Russian efforts to interdict the To518 could also support these efforts. Russian efforts to interdict
Ukrainian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) supplying the Ukrainian defense in Velyka
Novosilka are also likely part of Russian efforts to envelop the settlement from the flanks, and potential
future Russian advances into Novyi Komar would also interdict the O0509 highway that runs north
from Velyka Novosilka. Russian forces’ reported gains across the To518, if confirmed, would mean that
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Russian forces have interdicted one of the three main GLOCs that support Ukrainian positions in Velyka
Novosilka.
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced in far eastern Zaporizhia Oblast. Geolocated footage
published on December 1 shows that Russian forces recently marginally advanced in northern
Dorozhnyanka (south of Hulyaipole).[61] Russian and Ukrainian sources did not report fighting in far
eastern Zaporizhia Oblast on December 1.
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Russian and Ukrainian forces did not report on fighting in western Zaporizhia Oblast on December 1.

Russian forces continued limited ground attacks in the Dnipro direction in east (left) bank Kherson
Oblast on December 1 but did not advance.[62] Elements of the Russian 8oth Arctic Motorized Rifle
Brigade (14th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) reportedly continue operating in
the Kherson direction.[63]
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Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted drone strikes against Ukraine overnight on November 30 to December 1. The
Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 78 Shahed and other unspecified drones
(possibly referring to decoy drones) overnight and that Ukrainian forces downed 32 Russian drones in
Kyiv, Cherkasy, Chernihiv, Zhytomyr, Sumy, and Poltava oblasts.[64] The Ukrainian Air Force reported
that 45 Russian drones became "lost" likely due to Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) interference and
that one drone remained in Ukrainian airspace. Ukrainian officials reported that drone strikes and
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falling debris damaged residential areas in Kyiv and Chernihiv  oblasts.[65]

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated on December 1 that Russian forces launched over 500
glide bombs, nearly 660 strike drones, and about 120 missiles against Ukraine in the past week (since
about November 24).[66]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

Former Roscosmos (Russian space agency) head and Zaporizhia Oblast occupation senator Dmitry
Rogozin posted a recruitment advertisement on December 1 for the Russian BARS-Sarmat Detachment
(Russian Combat Army Reserve), which he personally sponsors.[67]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Nothing significant to report.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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