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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 

updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Click here to see ISW's interactive map of Ukraine's offensive in Kursk Oblast. 

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 

computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 

daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 

monthly. 

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12 pm ET on February 10. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the February 11 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 

Ukrainian Defense Minister Rustem Umerov announced the Ukrainian "Drone Line" 

project on February 10 as part of ongoing Ukrainian efforts to integrate drone and 

ground operations. Umerov stated that the Ukrainian military will "scale up" five existing drone 

regiments and brigades in the Ukrainian military and border guard service and will integrate infantry 

and drones into a single strike system, which will enable Ukrainian forces to create kill zones 10 to 15 

kilometers deep, will provide constant aerial support and infantry cover, and will detect and destroy 

Russian forces before they can approach Ukrainian positions.[1] Ukraine's Ground Forces reported that 

the expansion of five such existing drone units is only the first stage of the Drone Line project.[2] This 

project likely formalizes and provides additional support to ongoing Ukrainian efforts to expand drone 

units and increase their coordination with regiments and brigades, while keeping regular units and 

drone units separate in order to support drone units' more rapid combat and technological adaptations 

and innovations. 

Ukraine's efforts to integrate drone operations with ground operations significantly 

differ from Russian efforts to centralize drone units. Russian efforts to centralize drone units 

have attempted to augment Russian drone capabilities by expanding state control over drone operators 

and developers and increasing their incorporation into the Russian military bureaucracy.[3] The 

Russian military began efforts to centralize drone operators and developers in Fall 2024, disbanding 

informal Russian drone detachments and removing drone specialists from regular military units, then 

selectively reorganizing them to form new Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD)-controlled drone units 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/83a2f24901c941d581c0c523ecd2619b
https://understandingwar.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/3dviewer/index.html?appid=1602762dbcde419bb957dea358449580
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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and centralizing their assets. The Russian MoD also reportedly established its first separate unmanned 

systems regiment at the military district level in January 2024, further highlighting ongoing efforts to 

centralize and bureaucratize control over drone operations.[4] ISW continues to assess that the Russian 

MoD's efforts to centralize and reorganize drone units and monopolize drone production and 

procurement processes may complicate Russian forces' ability to rapidly innovate and adapt new 

technologies and combat techniques in the short- to medium-term.[5] 

Ukrainian forces continue to target oil refineries in Russia as part of an ongoing strike 

campaign against Russian defense industrial enterprises and oil refineries. Head of 

Ukraine's Center for Combatting Disinformation Lieutenant Andriy Kovalenko implied on February 10 

that Ukrainian drones struck Krasnodar City and the Afipsky Oil Refinery in Neftekachka, Krasnodar 

Krai just south of Krasnodar City.[6] Kovalenko noted that the Afipsky refinery has a production 

capacity of 6.25 million tons of oil per year and plays a vital role in providing fuel to the Russian military, 

particularly in southern Ukraine. Kovalenko highlighted that the refinery's location in Krasnodar Krai 

makes it a significant logistical hub supplying diesel fuel and jet fuel to Russian forces. The Afipsky Oil 

Refinery notably borders the base of the Russian 90th Anti-Aircraft Missile Brigade (49th Combined 

Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]), which has previously been armed with Buk-M2 

and Buk-M3 air defense systems, although the base's current air defense capabilities are unknown.[7] 

Geolocated footage published on February 9 shows an explosion near Krasnodar City.[8] Krasnodar 

Krai Governor Veniamin Kondratyev claimed on February 10 that Russian forces downed a Ukrainian 

drone over Krasnodar City, damaging a residential building.[9] Kondratyev claimed that Russian forces 

also downed a drone over Afipsky and that debris damaged a private residence.[10] Krasnodar City 

Mayor Evgeny Naumov claimed on February 10 that drone debris fell near a market.[11] 

Russian authorities reportedly authorized systematic torture of Ukrainian prisoners of 

war (POWs) held in Russian prisons as early as March 2022. The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) 

reported on February 10 that accounts from two former Russian Federal Penitentiary Service (FSIN) 

prison guards and a prison medical professional, official documents, interviews with Ukrainian POWs, 

and a person who has helped the Russian prison officials defect show that Russian authorities have 

instructed Russian prison authorities to engage in widespread torture of Ukrainian POWs in Russian 

prisons since March 2022.[12] The WSJ stated that Major General Igor Potapenko, the head of the FSIN 

in St. Petersburg and Leningrad Oblast, told elite prison "special forces" in March 2022 to "be cruel" to 

Ukrainian POWs and that there would be no restrictions on violence against the POWs. (Radio Free 

Europe/Radio Liberty assessed that these "special forces" were likely the FSIN's special forces — as 

opposed to the Russian Main Directorate [GRU] Spetsnaz forces.[13]) The WSJ reported that other 

prison authorities across Russia received similar instructions in the first weeks of Russia's full-scale 

invasion of Ukraine.[14] One of the former prison guards stated that they believed they had permission 

from their leadership to "push their mistreatment of Ukrainians to a new level." Russian forces have 

increasingly executed Ukrainian POWs on the battlefield, and ISW continues to assess that Russian 

battlefield commanders are either complicit in or enabling their subordinates to execute Ukrainian 

POWs.[15] Reports that Russian authorities authorized the torture of Ukrainian POWs in Russian 

prisons as early as March 2022 also demonstrate the degree to which Russian authorities are complicit 

in these war crimes. Russian authorities notably appointed Potapenko as Vice Governor of St. 

Petersburg for Security and Migration Policy in 2024.[16] Russian authorities' complicity in these 

crimes and the promotion of war crime perpetrators to high-level positions within the Russian 
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government further demonstrate the atrocities that Russian occupation inflicts on the Ukrainian 

people. 

The Kremlin may be setting informational conditions to justify an influx of North Korean 

citizens arriving to Russia to join either the Russian work force or the Russian military. 

Russian Ambassador to North Korea Alexander Matsegora claimed that North Korea and Russia are 

increasing educational cooperation and that professors from North Korean universities will travel to 

Moscow, Kazan, Novosibirsk, and Vladivostok cities "for a long period of time" to teach Korean in 

Russian universities and that Russian universities are preparing three-month internships for North 

Korean students.[17] Matsegora's statement follows South Korea's National Intelligence Service (NIS) 

report on February 9 that North Koreans are increasingly entering Russia on student visas to take 

construction jobs.[18] UN Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 2397, which Russia voted for in 2017, 

prohibits North Korea from sending its citizens abroad for work and mandated that all UN member 

states expel all North Koreans "earning income" abroad by December 2019.[19] Matsegora's statement 

that North Korean professors are coming to Russia for work would likely violate UNSC Resolution 2397. 

Russia vetoed in March 2024 an annual UNSC resolution extending a monitoring panel tracking 

adherence to UN sanctions against North Korea.[20] 

A Russian official claimed that Russia is sending experienced Russian military personnel 

to North Korea for medical treatment. Matsegora claimed that Russia has sent "hundreds" of 

wounded soldiers who fought against Ukraine to North Korea for rehabilitation and medical care and 

that North Korea refused Russia's offer of financial compensation for the medical care, food, and other 

expenses related to the Russians' stay in North Korea.[21] The Russian military command has 

reportedly been sending wounded personnel back into assault groups without treatment, 

demonstrating a general disregard for soldiers' health in the Russian military and calling into question 

official Russian claims to be sending Russian soldiers abroad for treatment, particularly to North 

Korea.[22] The arrival of combat experienced Russian soldiers, particularly if they include officers or 

non-commissioned officers, to North Korea may allow the Russian military to work with North Korean 

forces and disseminate lessons from the war in Ukraine while ostensibly recuperating. 

The pro-Russian Moldovan breakaway republic of Transnistria refused aid from the EU 

to resolve its gas crisis, demonstrating Russia's continued economic influence over 

Transnistria and the Kremlin's prioritization of the region. Moldovan Prime Minister Dorin 

Recean stated on February 10 that Transnistria rejected 60 million euros (about $61.8 million) in EU 

aid to support continued gas deliveries to the breakaway republic, refusing to accept the aid's condition 

that Tiraspol gradually increase tariffs for consumers.[23] Recean outlined the scheme through which 

Transnistria will receive gas from the European market starting February 13. MET Gas and Energy 

Marketing, a Hungarian natural gas trader on the European market, signed a contract with Moldovagaz 

to transport gas for Transnistria to the Moldovan border; Dubai-based JNX General Trading LLC will 

pay for the gas; Moldovagaz and Tiraspoltransgaz reached an agreement to transit the gas through 

Moldova to Transnistria; and Transnistria will pay the transit costs in advance. Recean noted that 

Moldovan authorities have vetted both companies and did not find any violations of international or 

Moldovan law. Transnistria will reportedly undertake measures to demonstrate its "openness" in 

return, including releasing political prisoners, continuing to air Moldovan public television, and 

removing 11 checkpoints that Tiraspol installed in 2022. Recean stated that Tiraspol refused the EU 
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offer of aid under pressure from Moscow, and a senior Moldovan government official told Politico that 

Russia blocked the EU-proposed solution.[24] Transnistrian President Vadim Krasnoselsky claimed on 

February 10 that Russian "credit and functional support" made the Hungarian supply scheme possible 

and thanked the Russian Ministry of Energy for its assistance.[25] Russia's allocation of funds for 

Transnistria's purchase of European gas demonstrates that influence over Transnistria remains a 

priority for the Kremlin, despite Russia's ongoing economic strains at home.[26] Russia's role in 

financing the gas purchases indicate that Russia will continue to be the sole economic backer of the 

breakaway republic, despite select Transnistrian authorities' Western leaning political and economic 

interests.[27] 

Key Takeaways: 

• Ukrainian Defense Minister Rustem Umerov announced the Ukrainian "Drone 

Line" project on February 10 as part of ongoing Ukrainian efforts to integrate 

drone and ground operations. 

• Ukraine's efforts to integrate drone operations with ground operations 

significantly differ from Russian efforts to centralize drone units. 

• Ukrainian forces continue to target oil refineries in Russia as part of an ongoing 

strike campaign against Russian defense industrial enterprises and oil refineries. 

• Russian authorities reportedly authorized systematic torture of Ukrainian 

prisoners of war (POWs) held in Russian prisons as early as March 2022. 

• The Kremlin may be setting informational conditions to justify an influx of North 

Korean citizens arriving to Russia to join either the Russian work force or the 

Russian military. 

• A Russian official claimed that Russia is sending experienced Russian military 

personnel to North Korea for medical treatment. 

• The pro-Russian Moldovan breakaway republic of Transnistria refused aid from 

the EU to resolve its gas crisis, demonstrating Russia's continued economic 

influence over Transnistria and the Kremlin's prioritization of the region. 

• Ukrainian forces recently advanced near Pokrovsk.  

• Russian forces recently advanced in Kursk Oblast and near Chasiv Yar and 

Pokrovsk. 

• Russian milbloggers continue to complain about the systemic issue of Russian 

forces submitting false reports to Russian military authorities and of high-level 

Russian officers micromanaging tactical-level units on the battlefield. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

• Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Russo-Ukrainian War February 10%2C 2025.png
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• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

Russian forces recently advanced in the Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast amid 

continued fighting in the area on February 10. Fighting continued northwest of Sudzha near 

Pogrebki and Viktorovka, west of Sudzha near Sverdlikovo, and southeast of Sudzha near Cherkasskaya 

Konopelka and Fanaseyevka.[28] Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces attacked towards 

Ulanok (southeast of Sudzha).[29] 

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on February 9 indicates that Russian forces 

recently advanced to the northwestern outskirts of Sverdlikovo.[30] Ukrainian military observer 

Kostyantyn Mashovets stated on February 10 that Ukrainian forces entered Sverdlikovo again.[31] 

Russian-claimed advances: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces pushed Ukrainian forces 

out of Fanaseyevka and advanced near Cherkasskaya Konopelka and within Pogrebki.[32] ISW has not 

observed confirmation of these claims, however. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated on February 7 that Ukraine's incursion into Kursk 

Oblast forced the Russian military command to redeploy forces from southern Ukraine to Kursk Oblast, 

preventing Russian forces from launching the attack on Zaporizhzhia City they had been planning.[33] 

Ukrainian military officials warned in November 2024 that Russian forces may renew offensive 

operations in Zaporizhia Oblast in 2025.[34] Zelensky also stated that the incursion prevented Russian 

forces from launching new attacks in Sumy and Kharkiv oblasts from Russia. Ukrainian State Border 

Service Spokesperson Andriy Demchenko stated that Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast has 

prevented Russian forces from conducting raids along the Ukrainian-Russian international border.[35] 

Demchenko stated that Russian shelling of areas where Ukrainian forces are conducting offensive 

operations near the border has decreased because Russian forces cannot actively use artillery. 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 106th Airborne (VDV) Division, 83rd VDV Brigade, 11th VDV 

Brigade, and 34th Motorized Rifle Brigade (49th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military 

District [SMD]) are reportedly operating in Kursk Oblast.[36] 
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Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kharkiv direction on February 10 

but did not make any confirmed advances. Russian forces conducted offensive operations 

northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk on February 9 and 10.[37] 

Russian-claimed advances: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian force advanced in eastern 

Vovchansk, but ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[38] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kursk Direction February 10%2C 2025.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kupyansk direction on February 10 

but did not make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued attacking northeast of 

Kupyansk near Fyholivka and Dvorichna; north of Kupyansk near Kindrashivka and Holubivka; east of 

Kupyansk near Petropavlivka; and southeast of Kupyansk near Stepova Novoselivka on February 9 and 

10.[39] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Direction February 10%2C 2025.png
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Russian-claimed advances: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced to western and 

southeastern Topoli (northeast of Kupyansk and along the international border) and southwest of 

Zapadne, but ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims.[40] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 347th Motorized Rifle Regiment (47th Tank Division, 1st 

Guards Tank Army, Moscow Military District [MMD]) reportedly continue operating in the Kupyansk 

direction.[41] 

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kupyansk Direction February 10%2C 2025.png
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Borova direction on February 10 

but did not make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued attacking northeast of 

Borova near Bohuslavka, Zahryzove, Nova Kruhlyakivka, and Zeleny Hai; east of Borova near Kopanky; 

and southeast of Borova near Novoserhiivka on February 9 and 10.[42] 

The deputy commander of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Borova direction stated on February 10 

that up to 90 percent of Russian personnel suffered casualties during recent assaults near Kruhlyakivka 

and Kolysnikivka (both northeast of Borova).[43] 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Lyman direction on February 10 

but did not make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued attacking northeast of 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Oblast February 10%2C 2025.png
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Lyman near Yampolivka, Novolyubivka, Terny, and Kolodyazi and east of Lyman near Torske on 

February 9 and 10.[44] 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Russian forces continued limited ground attacks in the Siversk direction on February 10 

but did not make any confirmed advances. A Ukrainian brigade operating in the Siversk 

direction reported that Ukrainian forces repelled a Russian assault involving at least 30 Russian 

soldiers on an unspecified recent date.[45] 

Russian-claimed advances: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced within eastern 

Verkhnokamyanske (east of Siversk) and north of the settlement.[46] ISW has not observed 

confirmation of these claims, however. 

Order of Battle: Drone operators of the Russian 346th Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff's Main 

Directorate [GRU]) reportedly continue striking Ukrainian forces near Siversk.[47] 

Russian forces recently advanced south of Chasiv Yar amid continued fighting in the area 

on February 10. Russian forces continued ground attacks in Chasiv Yar and northeast of Chasiv Yar 

near Vasyukivka.[48] 

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on February 10 indicates that Russian forces 

recently advanced in fields east of Stupochky (south of Chasiv Yar).[49] 

Russian-claimed advances: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced northwest and 

west of Chasiv Yar and further west towards Stupochky, but ISW has not observed visual confirmation 

of these claims.[50] 

Order of Battle: Drone operators of the Russian 215th Reconnaissance Battalion (98th Airborne [VDV] 

Division) and the 200th Motorized Rifle Brigade (14th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District 

[LMD]) reportedly continue striking targets near Chasiv Yar.[51] Elements of the Russian 78th "Sever-

Akhmat" Motorized Rifle Regiment (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 58th Combined Arms Army [CAA], 

Southern Military District [SMD]) and 13th "Rusich” Detachment (4th Motorized Rifle Brigade, 3rd 

CAA, formerly 2nd Luhansk People's Republic [LNR] AC) also reportedly continue operating near 

Chasiv Yar.[52] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Toretsk direction on February 10 

but did not make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued assaults within Toretsk, 

west of Toretsk near Shcherbynivka, and east of Toretsk near Krymske on February 9 and 10.[53] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Direction February 10%2C 2025.png
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Ukrainian and Russian forces recently advanced in the Pokrovsk direction amid 

continued Russian offensive operations in the area on February 10. Russian forces attacked 

northeast of Pokrovsk near Malynivka; east of Pokrovsk near Yelyzavetivka, Promin, Vodyane Druhe, 

Novooleksandrivka, Myrnohrad, Baranivka, Myrolyubivka, Novotoretske, and Zelene Pole; southeast 

of Pokrovsk near Lysivka and Novopavlivka; south of Pokrovsk near Dachenske; and southwest of 

Pokrovsk near Pishchane, Zvirove, Kotlyne, Udachne, Uspenivka, Nadiivka, Yasenove, Kotlyarivka, 

Preobrazhenka, and Zaporizhzhia on February 9 and 10.[54] Ukrainian and  Russian sources reported 

on February 10 that Ukrainian forces cleared the industrial zone in Vodyane Druhe and pushed Russian 

forces out of part of Dachenske.[55] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces counterattacked 

in western Lysivka and near Pokrovsk itself, Kotlyne, Dachenske, Vodyane Druhe, and 

Preobrazhenka.[56] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk February 10%2C 2025.png
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Assessed Ukrainian advances: Geolocated footage published on February 5 and 10 indicates that 

Ukrainian forces recently advanced to southwestern Pishchane and likely seized most of the 

settlement.[57] 

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on February 10 indicates that Russian forces 

recently marginally advanced in eastern Udachne.[58] 

Russian-claimed advances: Russian milbloggers claimed on February 10 that Russian forces advanced 

1.5 kilometers toward Novopavlivka, two kilometers southwest of Nadiivka, near Uspenivka,  northwest 

and northeast of Kotlyne, south of Udachne, and northwest of Sribne (southwest of Pokrovsk).[59] 

Another milblogger claimed that Russian forces reached the northern outskirts of Preobrazhenka.[60] 

ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims, however. 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 506th Motorized Rifle Regiment (27th Motorized Rifle 

Division, 2nd CAA, Central Military District [CMD]) are reportedly operating in Uspenivka, and 

elements of the Russian 30th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd CAA) are reportedly operating near 

Kotlyne.[61] Drone operators of the "Rubikon" Center for Advanced Unmanned Technologies and 

artillery elements of the Russian "Grom" Battalion of the 35th Motorized Rifle Brigade (41st CAA) are 

reportedly operating in the Pokrovsk direction.[62] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kurakhove direction on February 

10 but did not make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued ground attacks west of 

Kurakhove near Dachne, Ulakly, Andriivka, Bahatyr, and Kostyantynopil and southwest of Kurakhove 

near Zelenivka and Rozlyv on February 9 and 10.[63] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian 

forces still maintain limited positions in Dachne.[64] 

Russian-claimed advances: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced towards Ulakly 

and Kostyantynopil, west and southwest of Dachne, in central and northern Andriivka, northeast of 

Andriivka, east of Zelenivka, and south of Rozylv.[65] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 150th Motorized Rifle Division (8th CAA, SMD) are reportedly 

operating near and within Dachne – further contradicting recent unverified reports that the Russian 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pokrovsk Direction February 10%2C 2025.png
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military command redeployed elements of the 150th Motorized Rifle Division from the Kurakhove 

direction to the Toretsk direction.[66] 

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kurakhove Direction February 10%2C 2025.png
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Russian forces continued ground attacks west of Velyka Novosilka near Novosilka and 

Vremivka on February 10 but did not advance.[67] 

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported activity in the Polohy direction on 

February 10. 

Order of Battle: Drone operators of the Russian 38th Motorized Rifle Brigade (35th Combined Arms 

Army [CAA], Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly striking targets in the Polohy 

direction.[68] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Oblast February 10%2C 2025.png
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Positional fighting continued in western Zaporizhia Oblast on February 10, but Russian 

forces did not advance.[69]  

Order of Battle: Elements of the 291st Motorized Rifle Regiment (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 58th 

CAA, Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating in Zaporizhia Oblast.[70] 

 

Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported activity in the Kherson direction on 

February 10. 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Direction February 10%2C 2025.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a series of drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of February 9 to 10. The 

Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 83 Shahed and decoy drones from 

Millerovo, Rostov Oblast; Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai; Shatalovo, Smolensk Oblast; and 

Kursk, Oryol, and Bryansk oblasts.[71] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces downed 

61 drones over Kyiv, Kharkiv, Poltava, Sumy, Chernihiv, Kirovohrad, Khmelnytskyi, Dnipropetrovsk, 

Zaporizhia, Mykolaiv and Kherson oblasts and that 22 decoy drones were "lost," likely due to Ukrainian 

electronic warfare (EW) interference. Ukrainian officials reported that drones damaged infrastructure 

in Kyiv, Sumy, Kharkiv, Poltava, and Kirovohrad oblasts.[72] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson Direction February 10%2C 2025.png
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Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

Russian milbloggers continue to complain about the systemic issue of Russian forces submitting false 

reports to Russian military authorities and of high-level Russian officers micromanaging tactical-level 

units on the battlefield. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces have been falsifying reports 

about the battlefield situation since the start of Russia's full-scale invasion in 2022, leading 

commanders to mistrust their subordinates and feel the need to control the situation themselves.[73] 

The milblogger complained that commanders often take control of lower echelon units in "acute" 

situations but do not take small details, such as details related to the unit's force composition or the 

soldiers' strengths, into consideration. The milblogger further complained that this issue is keeping 

junior commanders from gaining combat experience. Another Russian milblogger claimed that Russian 

generals do not understand theories of war or how to manage at their appropriate level.[74] The 

milblogger complained that there are not enough tasks for the many generals in the Russian military, 

so the generals turn to lower-level tasks to justify their role in the military. A third milblogger and 

former Storm-Z instructor reiterated that Russian forces in the Siversk direction have been submitting 

inaccurate reports about alleged Russian battlefield successes since falsely claiming the seizure of 

Bilohorivka in May 2024.[75] The milblogger called for reforms to the Russian military such that 

commanders at the brigade level and higher are only working on solving operational-tactical and 

operational-level issues. 

Enterprises in St. Petersburg are reportedly collecting funds for the Russian military from employees, 

suggesting that Russia continues to try to cut the mounting short- and long-term costs of Russia's war 

effort. Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s northwestern Russia service Sever Realii reported that the 

"TEK" Joint Stock Company, the main shareholder of which is St. Petersburg City's administration, is 

coercing its employees to transfer part of their salaries to the Russian military via the Suvorov 

Charitable Foundation, which has been funding purchases of drones and other aid for the Russian 

military.[76] Russian State Duma Defense Committee Chairperson Andrei Kartapolov is notably the 

chairperson of the Suvorov Charitable Foundation's board of trustees. TEK authorities are reportedly 

threatening to deny bonuses, which can amount to up to half of an employee's salary, to employees who 

refuse. The Russian government deprived prisoners who volunteer to fight in Ukraine of one-time 

enlistment bonuses starting January 1, 2025, and modified policies guaranteeing a one-time payment 

to all wounded servicemembers - further indications that the Kremlin is trying to cut spending on its 

war effort.[77] 

The Russian government will further index military pensions starting October 1, 2025, in response to 

growing Russia inflation. Kartapolov stated on February 10 that the Russian federal budget for 2025-

2027 includes stipulations to index pensions for veteran retirees by 4.5 percent starting October 1 – in 

addition to the 9.5 percent indexation that the Russian government implemented on January 1.[78] 

Kremlin newswire TASS noted that the bill on the additional indexation for military pensions is a 

response to inflation levels. Kremlin officials have claimed that inflation in Russia reached over nine 

percent in 2025, but Russia's true inflation is likely closer to 20 percent.[79] 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)  
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Kremlin newswire TASS claimed on February 10, citing a senior instructor at the BARS (Russian 

Combat Army Reserve) drone school, that Russian military personnel are using new technical solutions 

to counter Ukrainian drones, including "pocket" electronic warfare (EW) systems.[80] 

Kremlin-affiliated outlet Izvestiya reported on February 10 that the Kizlyar Electromechanical Plant 

has developed the "Solist" (Soloist) hybrid drone and guided munition — a single-use corrected rocket 

munition with first-person control and the ability to strike targets from above.[81] The Solist reportedly 

has a course camera that allows Russian forces to correct its flight during free fall. Russian forces can 

reportedly use the Solist when terrain deprives Russian forces of direct visibility of the target and 

complicates the use of anti-tank guided missiles (ATGMs) or when Russian forces cannot correct 

mortar strikes. The Solist reportedly has a firing range of 10 kilometers and uses standard ammunition 

from common types of grenade launcher rounds. 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

ISW is not publishing coverage of activities in Russian-occupied areas today. 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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