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Ukrainian Commander-in-Chief Colonel General Oleksandr Syrskyi stated that the Russian military has 
significantly increased its manpower and materiel commitments to the war in Ukraine over the last two 
and a half years, but Syrskyi's statement is not indicative of a sudden increase in the Russian military's 
presence in Ukraine and is instead representative of the manpower and material disadvantage that 
Ukrainian forces have faced for over two years. Syrskyi told UK outlet The Guardian in an interview published on 
July 24 that Russian forces currently have 520,000 personnel committed to the war in Ukraine and that the Russian military 
aims to have 690,000 personnel committed to the war by the end of 2024.[1] Syrskyi noted that fighting is ongoing along 
977 kilometers of the 3,700-kilometer-long frontline and reiterated that the Russian military command continues to pursue 
tactical gains regardless of significant manpower losses, while Ukrainian forces are attempting to safeguard the lives of 
Ukrainian troops. Syrskyi stated that Russian forces currently have a two-to-one or three-to-one equipment advantage over 
Ukrainian forces and that Russian forces have doubled the number of Russian tanks and armored personnel carriers and 
tripled the number of artillery systems in Ukraine since 2022. Syrskyi's comparison of the current Russian military 
contingent committed to Ukraine with the initial invasion force underscores the difference between the military force that 
Russia has gradually staffed and supplied over two and half years for a long war effort and the initial and ill-prepared 
invasion force that the Kremlin wrongly assessed could quickly depose the Ukrainian government in February 2022. Syrskyi 
noted that the Ukrainian military command is focused on addressing supply challenges in order to defend against ongoing 
Russian offensive operations and highlighted the fact that Ukrainian forces are successfully conducting defensive operations 
despite the materiel disparity between Russian and Ukrainian forces. 

Russia's ability to continue gradually expanding the amount of manpower and materiel it has committed to Ukraine faces 
significant constraints in the medium to long term. The Russian military has extensively relied on refurbishing stocks of 
Soviet-era weapons and military equipment to sustain the tempo of its offensive operations in Ukraine in order to avoid 
fully mobilizing the Russian economy and society to a war-time footing, and Ukrainian authorities have noted that Russia 
is currently not producing enough to cover its current equipment losses in Ukraine.[2] The British International Institute 
for Strategic Studies (IISS) think tank reported in February 2024 that Russia will likely be able to sustain losing over 3,000 
armored fighting vehicles annually for at least two or three more years (until about 2026–2027) by refurbishing Soviet-era 
vehicles in storage.[3] The Russian government will likely have to further mobilize the Russian economy and defense 
industry if the Russian military intends to sustain its current tempo of operations in the medium- to long-term as Russia 
depletes its finite Soviet stockpiles, but it is unclear if the Russian defense industry will be able to produce enough vehicles 
to sustain a high level of equipment losses even with further economic mobilization. Further economic mobilization will 
likely be deeply unpopular among Russians who are largely apathetic towards the war so long as it does not impact their 
daily life, and the policy change could strain domestic support for the war.[4] 

Russia's ongoing force-generation efforts have allowed Russian forces to sustain their current tempo of offensive operations 
and maintain their current personnel replacement rate in Ukraine. Russian force-generation efforts so far have not enabled 
Russian forces to build up a significantly larger force in Ukraine and the Russian military remains incapable of conducting 
significantly intensified large-scale Russian offensive operations.[5] Russian President Vladimir Putin stated in December 
2023 that there were 617,000 Russian personnel in the "combat zone," likely referring to all Russian military personnel in 
the zone of the "special military operation," which includes rear areas and staging areas in Russia’s border areas neighboring 
Ukraine.[6] Putin stated in June 2024 that there are almost 700,000 Russian personnel in the "special military operation 
zone."[7] Ukrainian Ground Forces Commander Lieutenant General Oleksandr Pavlyuk stated that as of May 3 there were 
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roughly between 510,000 and 515,000 Russian personnel deployed to Ukraine.[8] It is unclear how long Russia will be able 
to sustain its current force generation rates, and Pavlyuk's and Syrskyi's statements further indicate that Russia's force 
generation efforts are generating roughly enough personnel to maintain Russia's current replacement rate but not 
significantly increase the number of Russian personnel in Ukraine. Syrskyi's statements highlight that Ukrainian forces have 
successfully defended and liberated territory in the face of a Russian military with significant manpower and material 
advantages over the past two and a half years, and ISW continues to assess that Ukrainian forces can contest the battlefield 
initiative and eventually set conditions to conduct both limited and large-scale counteroffensive operations with timely and 
appropriate Western security assistance.[9] 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba met with People's Republic of China (PRC) Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi in Guangzhou on July 24 and discussed the war in Ukraine and the PRC's potential role in a future 
negotiated settlement of the war.[10] Both sides offered slightly divergent interpretations of the talks — Kuleba 
emphasized that a just peace in Ukraine is in the PRC's strategic interests and that while Ukraine remains ready to negotiate 
with Russia "at a certain stage," Russia is not yet displaying the readiness to reciprocate.[11] By contrast, Wang emphasized 
that both Ukraine and Russia have signaled their willingness to negotiate "to varying degrees," but that "conditions and 
timing are not yet ripe."[12] Wang also stressed the PRC's desire to act as a mediator and highlighted the recent Chinese-
Brazilian six-point peace plan that calls for a peace conference on the war that includes both Russia and Ukraine.[13] Wang's 
suggestion that both Russia and Ukraine are ready to consider some sort of negotiations reflects the PRC's general 
diplomatic and rhetorical alignment with Russia on the topic of negotiations and helps further the Russian narrative that 
Ukraine is the party refusing negotiations, whereas ISW has frequently assessed that it is Russia that has no interest in good-
faith negotiations with Ukraine on any terms but the Kremlin's demands for Ukrainian capitulation.[14] Western sources 
have also noted that the PRC has attempted to undermine Ukraine's ability to secure an international coalition of supporters, 
further emphasizing the rift between desired outcomes for the PRC, Russia, and Ukraine.[15] 
 
The Russian State Duma adopted an amendment on July 24 that will allow Russian commanders to punish 
subordinates for using personal communication and navigation devices at the frontline, drawing 
continued backlash from Russian ultranationalists as well as other Duma deputies.[16] Several Russian Duma 
deputies explicitly opposed the bill and called for Russian officials to allow frontline Russian commanders to inform military 
policy.[17] Russian ultranationalist milbloggers widely continued to criticize the amendment and expressed concerns that 
Russian military officials intend to use punishments for personal device usage to settle personal conflicts and censor 
legitimate complaints from Russian servicemembers, who often use personal devices to record and disseminate 
complaints.[18] Russian ultranationalists continued to lament the potential impacts of the amendment on the frontline, 
where Russian forces rely on insecure devices to organize command and control (C2), logistics, and combat 
operations.[19] Russian-backed former Ukrainian separatist politician Oleg Tsaryov pointedly stated that the amendment 
will be a serious blow to Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov's image and claimed that the amendment is clearly the 
Russian Ministry of Defense's (MoD) initiative.[20] Other Russian ultranationalists focused their outrage on Russian Duma 
deputies, particularly on the State Duma Defense Committee and its head Andrei Kartapolov, accusing the deputies of being 
out of touch with the realities of the war in Ukraine and expressing an animus towards the State Duma that ultranationalists 
usually reserve for the Russian MoD.[21] It remains unclear if the Russian military command will be able or willing to 
enforce punishment for the use of personal devices in Ukraine, and the Russian military will likely find it extremely difficult 
to eliminate its dependence on insecure personal devices for many frontline tasks.[22] 
 
The Georgian State Security Service (SUS or SSSG) reiterated standard Kremlin information operations 
targeting former Georgian opposition figures and former Ukrainian law enforcement officials. The SUS 
announced on July 24 that it is investigating "former senior Georgian government officials" and "former employees of 
Ukrainian law enforcement agencies" for organizing and financing attempts to overthrow the government by violent means 
and terrorist acts, including "preparations to murder [Georgian Dream Party founder and former Georgian Prime Minister] 
Bidzina Ivanishvili."[23] The SUS recently charged several Georgian volunteers who have served alongside Ukrainian forces 
with "conspiracy to overthrow the government" and "terrorism."[24] Georgian Legion Commander Mamuka Mamulashvili 
stated that Georgian authorities placed roughly 300 Georgian citizens who served as volunteers in the Georgian Legion on 
Georgia's wanted list, although did not specify with which alleged crimes the Georgian Legion volunteers were 
charged.[25] The SUS blamed Georgians living abroad and fighting in Ukraine and other perceived opposition actors for 
inciting protests against Georgia's Russian-style "foreign agents" bill in May 2024.[26] The SUS also made unsubstantiated 
claims in September 2023 that former Georgian officials, Ukrainian military intelligence officials of Georgian descent, and 
Georgians fighting with Ukrainian forces in Ukraine were plotting a violent coup.[27] The Kremlin has routinely used the 
narrative of a “violent coup” in Ukraine to misrepresent Ukraine’s 2014 Revolution of Dignity and protests for Ukrainian 
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European Union integration and blames external actors for domestic protests, and the SUS' statements increasingly mirror 
Kremlin rhetoric. 

The SUS' ongoing information operation alleging that Georgian opposition figures and Ukrainian actors are implicated in a 
conspiracy to violently overthrow the Georgian government not only advances Kremlin information operations but also 
aims to grant the Georgian Dream Party carte blanche justifications to suppress domestic political opposition within Georgia 
in the future. The Georgian Dream Party may seek to implicate Russian actors in such allegations in the future in order to 
justify authoritarian censorship bills that mirror Russian censorship laws while pandering to the Georgian public, which 
widely distrusts Russia given Russia's occupation of parts of Georgia among other factors. The Georgian Dream Party may 
be purposefully centering its information operations around a coup attempt since Georgian Dream could plausibly accuse 
Russian actors of trying to organize such attempts. The degree of coordination between the Kremlin and the Georgian 
government on their increasingly similar rhetoric is unclear, although Ivanishvili very likely has ties to the 
Kremlin.[28] Kremlin actors will seize on Georgian Dream's authoritarian impulses to purposefully derail Georgia’s long-
term efforts for Euro-Atlantic integration and advance Russian hybrid operations to divide, destabilize, and weaken Georgia 
regardless of whether Georgian Dream is directly coordinating with the Kremlin. 

An assassination attempt injured a reported senior Russian military intelligence officer in Moscow City on 
July 24. Russian officials claimed on July 24 that Russian citizen Yevgeny Serebryakov attached an improvised explosive 
device (IED) to car at about 0230 local time on July 24 and that the IED detonated at about 0630 local time when a man 
and his wife started the car, severely injuring them.[29] Russian sources reported that the attack injured Andrey Torgashev, 
allegedly a senior officer of the Russian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GRU) who previously served with GRU Unit 
45807, a psychological operations unit reportedly directly subordinate to the head of the GRU.[30] Russian sources initially 
misidentified the victim as another Andrey Torgashev, the Deputy Commander of the 89th Satellite Communications Center 
(Strategic Missile Forces Central Communications Center), who made a statement to Russian state media that he was not 
involved or injured in the explosion.[31] Serebryakov fled to Turkey and arrived around 0930 on July 24, upon which 
Turkish authorities later detained him and are preparing to extradite him to Russia.[32] A Russian court charged 
Serebryakov with two counts of attempted murder, and Russian media reported that Russian authorities are investigating 
the involvement of Ukrainian special services in the assassination attempt and that prosecutors may change Serebryakov's 
charges to terrorism.[33] 
 
Key Takeaways: 
 

• Ukrainian Commander-in-Chief Colonel General Oleksandr Syrskyi stated that the Russian 
military has significantly increased its manpower and materiel commitments to the war in 
Ukraine over the last two and a half years, but Syrskyi's statement is not indicative of a sudden 
increase in the Russian military's presence in Ukraine and is instead representative of the 
manpower and material disadvantage that Ukrainian forces have faced for over two years. 

• Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba met with People's Republic of China (PRC) 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Guangzhou on July 24 and discussed the war in Ukraine and the 
PRC's potential role in a future negotiated settlement of the war. 

• The Russian State Duma adopted an amendment on July 24 that will allow Russian 
commanders to punish subordinates for using personal communication and navigation devices 
at the frontline, drawing continued backlash from Russian ultranationalists as well as other 
Duma deputies. 

• The Georgian State Security Service (SUS or SSSG) reiterated standard Kremlin information 
operations targeting former Georgian opposition figures and former Ukrainian law 
enforcement officials. 

• An assassination attempt injured a reported senior Russian military intelligence officer in 
Moscow City on July 24. 

• Russian forces recently marginally advanced north of Kharkiv City and near Avdiivka and 
Donetsk City. 

• Russian officials continue efforts to entice Russians into military service with monetary 
incentives. 



4  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT July 24%2C 2024.png


5  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western 
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We will 
continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and 
the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn 
Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports. 
 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod 
Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into 
eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts 

• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 
 
Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 
 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push Ukrainian forces back from 
the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City) 

Russian forces conducted a limited cross-border attack northwest of Kharkiv City on July 24. The Ukrainian General Staff 
reported that Russian forces conducted a ground attack near Sotnytskyi Kozachok (northwest of Kharkiv City directly on 
the border with Belgorod Oblast).[34] ISW has not observed visual evidence confirming that Russian forces gained positions 
in Sotnytskyi Kozachok as a result of the raid, however, and continues to assess that Russian forces do not have an enduring 
presence in the settlement. 

Russian forces recently advanced north of Kharkiv City amid continued positional fighting in northern Kharkiv Oblast on 
July 24. Geolocated footage published on July 23 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced westward to Polova Street 
in western Hlyboke (north of Kharkiv City).[35] Russian sources continue to claim that Russian forces have captured all or 
nearly all of Hlyboke despite Ukrainian counterattacks, generally consistent with evidence of Russian advances up to Polova 
Street.[36] Positional fighting continued near Hlyboke, Vovchansk (northeast of Kharkiv City), Tykhe (just east of 
Vovchansk), and Starytsya (southwest of Vovchansk) July 23 and 24.[37] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian 
forces are counterattacking near Starytsya and that there are small arms battles within Vovchansk near high-rise 
buildings.[38] A Russian milblogger claimed that the Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet) are operating in 
the Kharkiv direction.[39] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the remainder of 
Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces reportedly continued to advance southeast of Kupyansk on July 24, but there were no confirmed changes to 
the frontline. Russian milbloggers claimed on July 24 that Russian forces advanced in fields south and west of Pishchane 
(southeast of Kupyansk), although ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims.[40] Another milblogger 
reiterated claims that Russian forces advanced 800 meters deep within Pishchane and assessed that Russian forces will use 
positions in this area to intensify attacks westward towards the Oskil River, which is currently about nine kilometers away 
from the furthest extent of ISW's assessment of Russian forces’ forward line of own troops in the area.[41] Russian Defense 
Minister Andrei Belousov credited the Russian 15th Motorized Rifle Regiment (2nd Motorized Rifle Division, 1st Guards 
Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) for the seizure of Pishchane and the 13th Tank Regiment (4th Guards 
Tank Division, 1st GTA, MMD) for the seizure of Andriivka (just west of Svatove), although ISW has not observed visual 
evidence suggesting that Russian forces are operating in Andriivka at this time.[42] Russian and Ukrainian sources reported 
continued fighting northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Petropavlivka, Pishchane, 
Kolesnykivka, and Hlushkivka; northwest of Svatove near Stelmakhivka; west of Svatove near Andriivka; northwest of 
Kreminna near Makiivka, Nevske, and Terny; and southwest of Kreminna in the Serebryanske forest area.[43] Elements of 
the 144th Motorized Rifle Division (20th Combined Arms Army [CAA], MMD) are reportedly operating near Nevske.[44] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vovchansk Battle Map Draft July 24%2C 2024.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the entirety of Donetsk 
Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Russian forces reportedly recently advanced amid continued offensive operations in the Siversk direction on July 24. The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported on July 24 that Russian forces recently achieved some tactical success south of Siversk 
near Vyimka and Pereizne.[45] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced 400 meters westward along a 
windbreak north of Rozdolivka (south of Siversk) and that Russian forces are clearing Ivano-Darivka (southeast of Siversk) 
and attacking to the north.[46] Russian forces also continued attacks east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske and southeast 
of Siversk near Spirne on July 23 and 24.[47] Elements of the Russian 106th Airborne (VDV) Division, including its 55th 
VDV Regiment, are reportedly fighting near Vyimka and Pereizne and elements of the 2nd Artillery Brigade (2nd Luhansk 
People's Republic Army Corps [LNR AC]) are reportedly operating in the Siversk direction.[48] 
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Russian forces did not make confirmed advances amid continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar on July 24. Russian 
forces continued ground attacks within eastern Chasiv Yar; north of Chasiv Yar near Kalynikva, Novomarkove, and 
Orikhovo-Vasylivka; east of Chasiv Year near Ivanivske; southeast of Chasiv Yar near Klishchiivka and Andriivka; and south 
of Chasiv Yar near Bila Hora and Stupochky on July 23 and 24.[49] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces are 
conducting counterattacks south of Kalynivka from positions in a series of windbreaks in the area.[50] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft July 24%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces reportedly recently advanced south of Toretsk amid continued offensive operations near Toretsk on July 24. 
Russian milbloggers claimed on July 23 and 24 that Russian forces advanced in fields both north and south of Yurivka 
(south of Toretsk) and that Russian forces also achieved tactical successes within Niu York (south of Toretsk and north of 
Yurivka) and in fields east of Niu York.[51] Russian forces also continued ground attacks near Toretsk; north of Toretsk near 
Dyliivka; east of Toretsk near Pivnichne; southeast of Toretsk near Zalizne; and southwest of Toretsk near Panteleymonivka 
on July 23 and 24.[52] The Ukrainian General Staff reported on July 24 that Russian forces conducted about 80 percent of 
their attacks in this direction near Pivnichne and Zalizne.[53] Russian milbloggers published footage on July 23 of a Russian 
Kh-38 missile strike against a bridge near Shcherbynivka (west of Toretsk) on an unspecified date.[54] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk Battle Map Draft July 24%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces recently made a confirmed advance northwest of Avdiivka amid continued ground attacks in the Avdiivka 
direction on July 24. Geolocated footage published on July 24 shows that elements of the Russian 114th Motorized Rifle 
Brigade (1st Donetsk People's Republic Army Corps [DNR AC]) have advanced into central and western Novoselivka Persha 
(northwest of Avdiivka) from the southeast.[55] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) 
conducted heavy airstrikes against Ukrainian near-rear areas in Novoselivka Persha and Zhelanne (west of Novoselivka 
Persha across the Vovcha River) overnight on July 23 to 24, after which Russian forces broke through Ukrainian defensive 
lines within central and southern Novoselivka Persha and seized most of the settlement except for two streets within western 
Novoselivka Persha.[56] Some Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces seized the entirety of Novoselivka Persha, 
advanced in fields west of Prohres and Lozuvatske, and entered northern Vovche (all northwest of Novoselivka Persha) but 
ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims.[57] Some milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces are beginning to 
withdraw from Vovche and near Prohres to avoid a Russian tactical encirclement.[58] Russian forces also continued attacks 
northwest of Avdiivka near Vozdvyzhenka and Novooleksandrivka, west of Avdiivka near Umanske and Yasnobrodivka, and 
southwest of Avdiivka near Karlivka on July 23 and 24.[59] 
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Russian forces reportedly advanced southwest of Donetsk City on July 24, but there were no confirmed changes to the 
frontline. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces broke through Ukrainian defenses and reached the eastern 
outskirts of Kostyantynivka (southwest of Donetsk City) and that Russian forces have also established fire (artillery) control 
over the T0524 Kostyantynivka-Vuhledar road.[60] One Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian sources have confirmed 
that Russian forces entered Kostyantynivka, but ISW has not yet observed visual confirmation of Russian forces operating 
on the outskirts of this settlement.[61] Milbloggers additionally claimed that Russian forces are advancing in Krasnohorivka 
(west of Donetsk City), with one milblogger claiming that Russian forces advanced up to 800 meters within the settlement 
and are 500 meters from Krasnohorivka's western entrance.[62] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces 
repelled Russian attacks west of Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka and Heorhiivka and southwest of Donetsk City near 
Paraskoviivka, Kostyantynivka, Vodyane, and Vuhledar.[63] Elements of the 238th Artillery Brigade (8th Combined Arms 
Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) and 110th and 5th motorized rifle brigades (both of the 1st DNR AC) are 
reportedly operating in Krasnohorivka.[64] 

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on July 24 but did not 
make any confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces attacked near Novodarivka 
(southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[65] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported that elements of the 
Russian 37th Motorized Brigade (36th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]), 5th Tank Brigade (36th CAA, EMD), and 
40th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet) are attacking from positions along the Mokryi Yaly River towards Urozhaine and 
Blahodatne (all south of Velyka Novosilka), while elements of the 394th and 144th motorized rifle regiments and 218th Tank 
Regiment (all of the 127th Motorized Rifle Division, 5th CAA, EMD) are trying to break through from Staromayorske towards 
Makarivka (also south of Velyka Novosilka).[66] Elements of the 60th Motorized Rifle Brigade (5th CAA, EMD) are also 
reportedly operating near Urozhaine, while elements of the 14th Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff’s Main Intelligence 
Directorate [GRU]) are operating in an unspecified area of the southern Donetsk Oblast direction (generally the Donetsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area).[67] 

Geolocated footage published on July 23 shows a Ukrainian HIMARS strike against a Russian "Yastreb-AV" counterbattery 
radar station northeast of Zuhres (east of Donetsk City).[68] 

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and secure 
rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian forces continued ground assaults in western Zaporizhia Oblast northeast of Robotyne near Mala Tokmachka on 
July 24, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[69] 
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Russian forces continued assaults in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast, including near Krynky and on the islands of the Dnipro 
River delta, on July 24.[70] Elements of the Russian 80th Arctic Brigade (14th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District 
[LMD]) are reportedly operating in the Kherson direction.[71] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft July 24%2C 2024.png
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The Ukrainian General Staff reported on July 23 that Ukrainian forces damaged the "Slavyanin" ferry at the port of Kavkaz, 
Krasnodar Krai during a drone strike on the night of July 22 to 23.[72] The Ukrainian General Staff specified that Russian 
forces used the ferry to transport railway cars, vehicles, and containers for military purposes and that this was the last 
functioning ferry of three ferries that Russian forces used in the area to cross the Kerch Strait. Russian forces routinely use 
ferries in the area to relieve pressures on the Russian ground line of communication (GLOC) connecting Krasnodar Krai 
and occupied Crimea across the Kerch Strait Bridge.[73] 

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military and civilian 
infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces launched missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of July 23 to 24. Ukrainian Air Force 
Commander Lieutenant General Mykola Oleshchuk reported that Russian forces launched an Iskander-M ballistic missile 
and a missile of an unknown type at Kharkiv Oblast from Belgorod Oblast and 23 Shahed-136/131 drones from Primorsko-
Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai and occupied Crimea.[74] Oleshchuk reported that Ukrainian forces downed 17 Shahed drones, 
mostly over Odesa Oblast. Ukraine's Kharkiv Group of Forces reported that a Russian missile strike against Kharkiv City 
damaged the office of the Swiss Foundation for Mine Action in Nemyshlyanskyi Raion.[75] Odesa Oblast Military 
Administration Head Oleh Kiper stated that Russian drone strikes damaged port infrastructure in Izmailskyi Raion on July 
24.[76] 

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) posted footage on July 24 purportedly showing Russian forces conducting an 
Iskander-M ballistic missile strike against a Ukrainian command post near Lyman, Donetsk Oblast.[77] ISW has not 
observed any independent confirmation of this alleged strike. 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power without 
conducting general mobilization) 

Russian officials continue efforts to entice Russians into military service with monetary incentives. A Russian Telegram 
channel dedicated to military recruitment in St. Petersburg published a recruitment ad for the Russian 76th Guards Airborne 
Assault (VDV) Division and the 44th "Leningrad" Brigade (likely a reformed Soviet-era unit) and claimed that recruits can 
receive a one-time payment of 1.7 million rubles (roughly $19,700) and a monthly salary beginning at 210,000 rubles 
(roughly $2,400) for signing a military service contract with these formations.[78] The channel claimed that recruits can 
receive an additional 50,000 rubles (roughly $580) for each destroyed piece of Ukrainian military equipment or each 
kilometer that the servicemember's unit advances on the frontline. The channel noted that recruits and their families will 
receive benefits and social support and that recruits will receive an additional 15 days of leave. 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological innovations to optimize 
systems for use in Ukraine) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense industrial base to become 
more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and international partners) 
 
ISW is not publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts today. 
 
Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of annexed 
areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and 
governance systems) 
 
ISW is not publishing coverage of Russian-occupied areas of Ukraine today. 
 
Russian Information Operations and Narratives 
The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on July 24 that Russian forces prevented United Kingdom (UK) Royal Air 
Force (RAF) aircraft from entering Russian "airspace" over the Black Sea, likely to support information operations 
threatening escalation with the West over Western support for Ukraine.[79] The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces 
sortied a Su-27 fixed-wing aircraft after identifying two RAF aircraft approaching Russian airspace over the Black Sea and 
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that the two RAF aircraft then turned around.[80] Kremlin newswire TASS editorialized the Russian MoD's claims and 
alleged that the Su-27 escorted the two RAF aircraft away from Russian airspace.[81] Russian sources did not specify where 
the incident occurred, but Russian claims about violations of airspace over the Black Sea likely also intend to legitimize 
Russia's illegal occupation of Crimea and the associated (and illegal) expanded Russian claims to airspace over the Black 
Sea. 

Russian sources amplified a Ukrainian official's criticisms of Ukrainian Commander-in-Chief Colonel General Oleksandr 
Syrskyi on July 24 in order to weaken Ukrainian trust in Ukrainian military leadership.[82] 

Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria Zakharova continues to use rhetorical allusions to Ukraine 
to threaten Moldova. Zakharova claimed on July 24 that Moldovan authorities are pursuing a policy of "Romanianization" 
and "Ukrainization" under the guise of European integration and accused Moldovan President Maia Sandu of promoting 
anti-Russian sentiments.[83] Kremlin officials routinely allege that Moldova's aspirations for European integration will lead 
to the erasure of Moldovan identity as part of the Kremlin's ongoing efforts to destabilize Moldova and prevent Moldova's 
European Union (EU) accession.[84] 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in Belarus and further 
integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner Group activity in Belarus) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available 
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as 
well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. 
References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update. 
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