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Russian President Vladimir Putin’s June 14 information operation about Russia's supposed “willingness 
to negotiate” on extreme terms tantamount to Ukraine's capitulation is succeeding in confusing the 
purpose of the Ukrainian-initiated Global Peace Summit in Switzerland on June 15.[1] The purpose of the 
summit, according to the Ukrainian President's Office, was to facilitate a multilateral dialogue to achieve "fair peace ... based 
on the United Nations (UN) Charter and international law."[2] Putin's information operation on June 14 sought to and 
partially succeeded in sabotaging the summit by refocusing the international conversation to Russia's absence at the 
summit, instead of allowing the summit's participants to proceed with the intended purpose of garnering international 
support for Ukraine and Ukraine's efforts to involve the broader international community in ending the war. Ukrainian 
Presidential Office Head Andriy Yermak stated before the summit opened on June 15 that Ukraine and its international 
partners can give a joint peace plan to a Russian representative at a second peace summit if a Russian representative 
attends.[3] 
 
Putin specifically outlined his demands for "peace" negotiations in Ukraine a day before the start of the Global Peace Summit 
to undermine Western support for legitimate Ukrainian demands from Russia and divert attention away from the task of 
building an international consensus around how to ensure that Russia’s illegal war of aggression does not result in an unjust 
Russian victory. Putin's restated prerequisites for "peace" negotiations included the recognition of Russia's illegal 
annexation of occupied and Ukrainian-controlled territory and Ukraine's agreement to demilitarization, "denazification" 
(the toppling of the current Ukrainian government and its replacement with pro-Russian proxies), and Ukraine's agreement 
to abandon efforts to join any external security blocs — the same demands that he made prior to the start of the full-scale 
invasion in 2022 and that he has consistently reiterated throughout the war.[4] Putin‘s overture that he is open to any kind 
of “negotiations“ not predicated on what is effectively Ukraine’s unconditional surrender is therefore inherently misleading. 
Putin’s duplicitous statements about his supposed “willingness to negotiate” thus reoriented international discourse to 
highlight how Putin — who is not interested in upholding the principles of the UN Charter in his war of conquest in Ukraine 
— was not invited to the conference, and how Putin’s absence at the summit presented some kind of intrinsic paradox. It 
did not. 
 
Several Western officials recognized that Russia attempted to derail the purpose of the summit and focus 
its conversations on Russia's absence. US Vice President Kamala Harris stated that Putin's June 14 “peace” proposal 
was not a call for negotiations but a call "for [Ukraine's] surrender."[5] Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte stated that Russia 
should be involved in the peace process at "some stage," although acknowledged that Putin is not interested in negotiations 
"at the moment" and likely released a "ridiculous peace proposal" on June 14.[6] German Chancellor Olaf Scholz stated that 
"peace in Ukraine cannot be achieved without involving Russia" but noted that Russia has refused all collective calls for 
peace[7] US Alternate Representative for Special Political Affairs in the United Nations (UN) Robert Wood stated during a 
UN Security Council (UNSC) meeting on June 14 that Russia's decision to convene the UNSC a day before the summit was 
an effort to divert the international community's attention away from the summit and distract the world from Russia's war 
in Ukraine.[8] 
 
Kremlin mouthpieces amplified ongoing Russian information operations intended to further discredit 
and disrupt the Global Peace Summit on June 15. Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov criticized the West's 
"unconstructive" responses to Putin's June 14 ultimatums and claimed that the Kremlin hopes someone will hold a "more 
constructive" peace summit at a later, unspecified date.[9] Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria 
Zakharova claimed that the West must discuss Putin's June 14 ultimatums if they want peace in Ukraine and to "save the 
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world."[10] Russian State Duma Chairperson Vyacheslav Volodin claimed that the peace summit is meaningless following 
Putin's ultimatums and reiterated ongoing Russian narratives intended to discredit Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky as the legitimate president of Ukraine and legitimate participant in the negotiations process.[11] ISW continues to 
assess and observe that Russian officials typically feign interest in negotiations during critical moments of the war in order 
to influence Western decision-making and as part of their efforts to extract pre-emptive concessions on Ukraine's 
sovereignty and territorial integrity from the West.[12] Any Western efforts to force Ukraine into negotiations with Russia 
before Russia abandons its genocidal and imperialist ambitions in Ukraine will almost certainly not result in a lasting 
solution to the conflict and only provide Putin with additional time to further optimize and prepare the Russian war machine 
for a future invasion. 
 
Ukrainian First Deputy Defense Minister Lieutenant General Ivan Havrylyuk reported that Western 
military assistance has begun to arrive in Ukraine, but that Western military assistance will likely not 
arrive at scale and significantly impact the frontline situation for several more weeks to months. Havrylyuk 
told the Associated Press (AP) in an article published on June 15 that Ukrainian forces are still waiting on most of the US 
military assistance announced in late April 2024 to arrive in Ukraine, but that the limited amount of aid that has arrived is 
already reducing Ukraine's artillery shortages.[13] Havrylyuk stated that Russian forces' artillery advantage has recently 
decreased from seven-to-one to five-to-one as a result of US aid arrivals. Havrylyuk expressed hope that Ukraine will be able 
to better defend its airspace in the future following the arrival of F-16 fighter jets and other Western-provided air defense 
assets. AP also interviewed several frontline Ukrainian commanders and servicemen who confirmed that Ukrainian forces 
began receiving limited amounts of Western-provided shells but noted that the shells have not arrived at the scale that 
Ukrainian forces need to fully defend against Russian attacks. Czech Foreign Minister Jan Lipavský announced on June 14 
that the first round of ammunition from the Czech artillery initiative has begun to arrive in Ukraine and that the Czech 
initiative will continue to purchase and supply ammunition for Ukraine throughout 2024.[14] Lipavský noted that five 
countries have already contributed funds to the initiative and that 15 additional countries have pledged to support the 
initiative. 
 
Chairperson of the ruling United Russia Party Dmitry Medvedev officially replaced United Russia 
Secretary Andrey Turchak with acting Russian Presidential Plenipotentiary Envoy to the Ural Federal 
District Vladimir Yakushev on June 15.[15] Medvedev also announced that Turchak formally resigned on June 
15.[16] Russian President Vladimir Putin named Turchak as the acting governor of the Altai Republic on June 4 in an 
apparent demotion likely tied to Turchak’s prior affiliation with the Wagner Group, efforts to increase his political power, 
and failure to execute Putin‘s vision for involving veterans in the Russian government.[17] Yakushev received a degree in 
Law, Finance, and Credit and Economic Sciences; and served as the head of Tyumen City and Tyumen Oblast and Minister 
of Construction, Housing, and Communal Services before becoming the Presidential Plenipotentiary Envoy to the Ural 
Federal District.[18] The Russian Plenipotentiary Office announced that Yakushev will retain his position as the Russian 
presidential plenipotentiary envoy to the Ural Federal District in addition to his new role as the Secretary of the United 
Russia Party.[19] Russian political commentators observed that Yakushev’s two roles are contradictory since they require 
him to both engage with Ural regional affairs while also playing an important federal United Russia party role in 
Moscow.[20] One Russian political commentator presented multiple hypotheses for Yakushev’s dual appointment, 
including that the Kremlin lacks an administrative strategy so is making "chaotic" government appointments or that 
Yanushev is a “non-negotiable candidate” for these roles.[21] 
 
Russian President Vladimir Putin is preparing a group of trusted and Kremlin-affiliated “veterans” to 
assume government roles likely in an attempt to appease Russian servicemen and domestic supporters of 
the war in Ukraine. Putin had a likely staged interaction with Russian military volunteer and former Krasnodar City 
Mayor Yevgeny Pervyshov during a meeting with the participants of the Russian presidential initiative “Time of Heroes” on 
June 14.[22] Pervyshov told Putin that he joined the war effort as a volunteer despite previously holding a government 
position and argued that participants of the “Time of Heroes” initiative would make great government officials. Putin then 
asked Pervyshov about his government role before mobilization, to which Pervyshov responded that he is a Russian State 
Duma Deputy and former mayor of Krasnodar. Putin expressed (likely fake) surprise at Pervyshov’s political career and 
concluded the engagement by telling Pervyshov that he has an unspecified “proposal” for Pervyshov.[23] A Kremlin-
affiliated milblogger claimed that Pervyshov fought in the “Grom-Kaskad” Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Brigade, 
formerly known as the BARS “Kaskad” Battalion originally formed in 2017 as part of the Donetsk People‘s Republic‘s (DNR) 
Internal Affairs Ministry.[24] Russian political commentators also recalled that Pervyshov was a defendant in a major fraud 
case and implied that his decision to fight in Ukraine is not coincidental.[25] 
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The “Time of Heroes” initiative reportedly began training veterans of the Russian war in Ukraine in April 2024 to assume 
roles in the Russian government, and Pervyshov’s cameo is likely part of the ongoing Kremlin effort to appease the ever-
growing Russian veteran population by appointing and prominently featuring government officials who served in 
Ukraine.[26] The Kremlin may attempt to incentivize Russians to fight in Ukraine by portraying military service in Ukraine 
as a pathway for launching a public service career in the Russian government. Former United Russia Party Secretary Andrey 
Turchak and Russia State Duma Deputy Dmitry Sablin reportedly created and directly curated that BARS “Kaskad” Battalion 
in 2017 and recruited Russian officials and United Russia party members in fall 2022 to fight as part of the battalion in 
occupied Luhansk Oblast.[27] (Turchak reportedly only managed to recruit seven Russian officials to fight with 
Kaskad).[28] Russian insider sources previously claimed that Putin entrusted Turchak with having veterans run in the 
Russian presidential primaries and assume positions in the Russian State Duma, but Turchak reportedly failed to 
accomplish this goal because local businessmen reportedly did not give up their positions in local government that Turchak 
needed to give to the Russian veterans.[29] Putin is likely continuing to pursue this objective through the “Time of Heroes” 
initiative and following his demotion of Turchak. 
 
The Swedish military announced on June 15 that a Russian Su-24 tactical fighter-bomber plane 
temporarily violated Swedish airspace east of the southern tip of Gotland on June 14, likely as part of an 
effort to discourage European states from participating in NATO and other international institutions 
supporting Ukraine. The Swedish Armed Forces stated that a Russian Su-24 fighter-bomber failed to heed a verbal 
warning from the Swedish air combat command before Swedish JAS-39 Gripen aircraft forced the Russian Su-24 out of 
Swedish airspace.[30] This is the first Russian violation of Swedish airspace since 2022.[31] Russian aircraft also violated 
Finnish airspace on June 10 for the first time since 2022, and the Finnish Ministry of Defense (MoD) stated on June 14 that 
it believes that four Russian military aircraft violated Finnish airspace instead of the one aircraft the MoD previously 
reported.[32] Swedish Defense Minister Pål Jonson and Finnish Defense Minister Antti Häkkänen participated in a NATO 
defense ministers' meeting in Brussels on June 13 and 14 in preparation for the July 2024 Washington Summit, an annual 
summit which will cover NATO defense, deterrence, and coordinating assistance for Ukraine.[33] The Washington 2024 
summit will be the first NATO summit at the level of heads of state for Sweden since its accession in March 
2024.[34] Finland is the second newest NATO member, having only joined the alliance in April 2023.[35] The Kremlin 
likely seeks to punish Sweden for its accession to NATO and to deter NATO states, particularly its newer members, from 
supporting Ukraine. 
 
Key Takeaways: 
 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin’s June 14 information operation about Russia's supposed 
“willingness to negotiate” on extreme terms tantamount to Ukraine's capitulation is succeeding 
in confusing the purpose of the Ukrainian-initiated Global Peace Summit in Switzerland on 
June 15. 

• Several Western officials recognized that Russia attempted to derail the purpose of the 
summit and focus its conversations on Russia's absence. 

• Kremlin mouthpieces amplified ongoing Russian information operations intended to discredit 
and disrupt the Global Peace Summit. 

• Ukrainian First Deputy Defense Minister Lieutenant General Ivan Havrylyuk reported that 
Western military assistance has begun to arrive in Ukraine, but that Western military assistance 
will likely not arrive at scale and significantly impact the frontline situation for several more 
weeks to months. 

• Chairperson of the ruling United Russia Party Dmitry Medvedev officially replaced United 
Russia Secretary Andrey Turchak with acting Russian Presidential Plenipotentiary Envoy to the 
Ural Federal District Vladimir Yakushev. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin is preparing a group of trusted and Kremlin-affiliated 
“veterans” to assume government roles likely in an attempt to appease Russian servicemen and 
domestic supporters of the war in Ukraine. 

• The Swedish military announced on June 15 that a Russian Su-24 tactical fighter-bomber 
plane temporarily violated Swedish airspace east of the southern tip of Gotland on June 14, 
likely as part of an effort to discourage European states from participating in NATO and other 
international institutions supporting Ukraine. 

• Russian forces recently marginally advanced near Kupyansk and Avdiivka. 

• Elements of the Russian Baltic and Pacific fleets are participating separate naval exercises. 
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• A Financial Times (FT) investigation published on June 12 found that Russian officials have 
put Ukrainian children up for adoption whom Russia had forcibly deported from occupied 
Ukraine to Russia in 2022. 
 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoTJune 15%2C 2024.png
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western 
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We will 
continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and 
the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn 
Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports. 
 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod 
Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into 
eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts 

• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 
 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 
 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push Ukrainian forces back from 
the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City) 
 
Ukrainian sources and Western outlets widely circulated unverified claims on June 15 that Ukrainian forces encircled a 
group of up to 400 Russian servicemen and captured dozens of Russian soldiers as prisoners of war (POWs) in Vovchansk, 
Kharkiv Oblast, but ISW cannot confirm these claims. Ukrainian sources amplified a since-deleted Telegram post from a 
Russian milblogger on June 14 claiming that an unspecified number of Russian servicemen were isolated in the Vovchansk 
Aggregate Plant and insinuated that Ukrainian forces encircled the Russian forces in the plant.[36] The Telegraph amplified 
footage showing Ukrainian forces capturing roughly 30 Russian POWs in an unspecified area of the Kharkiv and Donetsk 
area of operations and suggested that Ukrainian forces captured these POWs near the Vovchansk Aggregate Plant.[37] The 
milblogger later claimed on July 15 that Ukrainian sources exaggerated his June 14 post and clarified that it referenced 
frontline reports that Ukrainian forces temporarily blocked Russian logistics in Vovchansk, not that Ukrainian forces 
threatened to encircle Russian forces.[38] The milblogger claimed that he waited to post about these logistics issues for 
several days after receiving the information but claimed that the situation in Vovchansk is still difficult for Russian 
forces.[39] A Telegram channel claiming to represent the Russian Northern Grouping of Forces publicly denied the claims 
that Ukrainian forces surrounded the Aggregate Plant and captured Russian forces.[40] The Telegram channel claimed that 
Russian forces completely control the outskirts of the Aggregate Plant, although ISW has observed no visual confirmation 
of this claim or the claim that Ukrainian forces have surrounded the plant. 
 
Russian forces continued offensive operations north of Kharkiv City near Lyptsi and Hlyboke and northeast of Kharkiv City 
near Vovchansk and Tykhe on June 15, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[41] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft Kharkiv 15%2C 2024.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the remainder of 
Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast) 
 
Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Kupyansk amid continued Russian ground attacks along the Kupyansk-
Svatove-Kreminna line on June 15. Geolocated footage published on June 15 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced 
northwest of Berestove (southeast of Kupyansk).[42] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced up to 500 
meters along a windbreak east of Synkivka (northeast of Kupyansk), although ISW has not observed visual evidence of this 
claim.[43] A Ukrainian brigade's deputy commander stated on June 15 that Ukrainian forces captured several unspecified 
Russian positions in the Serebryanske forest area (south of Kreminna).[44] Fighting continued east of Kupyansk near 
Petropavlivka; northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Pishchane, Stelmakhivka, and Berestove; 
west of Svatove near Andriivka; northwest of Kreminna near Makiivka, Hrekivka, and Nevske; and west of Kreminna near 
Torske on June 14 and 15.[45] Elements of the Russian 27th Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow 
Military District [MMD]) reportedly continue operating in the Kupyansk direction.[46] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft June 15%2C 2024.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the entirety of Donetsk 
Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 
 
Russian forces continued offensive operations near Siversk on June 15 but did not make any confirmed advances. Russian 
milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced two kilometers in depth near Rozdolivka and advanced west of Vesele 
(both south of Siversk).[47] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces continued ground attacks near 
Rozdolivka on June 14 and 15.[48] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft June 15%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces continued ground assaults east of Chasiv Yar on June 15, but there were no confirmed changes to the 
frontline. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces are advancing within northern Kanal Microraion (easternmost 
Chasiv Yar) and 450 meters deep north of the microraion, and that Ukrainian forces still hold positions in southern Kanal 
Microraion.[49] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that that the situation for Russian forces near Bohdanivka 
(northeast of Chasiv Yar) is difficult because Ukrainian forces still hold key heights in the area and that the situation 
southeast of Chasiv Yar near Klishchiivka and Kurdyumivka is shrouded in the fog of war.[50] The Ukrainian General Staff 
reported that fighting also continued near Chasiv Yar and Andriivka (southeast of Chasiv Yar) on June 14 and 
15.[51] Elements of the Russian 200th Motorized Rifle Brigade (14th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) 
are reportedly operating near Chasiv Yar.[52] 
 
The acting commander of a Ukrainian drone battalion operating in the Chasiv Yar direction stated on June 14 that Russian 
forces have increased their use of chemical agents in the Kramatorsk (Chasiv Yar) direction.[53] The acting commander 
stated that Russian forces are mixing unspecified chemicals with chloropicrin. Chloropicrin is a riot control agent that shares 
the characteristics of tear gas; it can irritate lungs, skin, and eyes, damage lungs, and can ultimately result in death.[54] The 
Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) bans the use of chloropicrin and other riot control agents in warfare, and Russian 
forces have reportedly consistently used chloropicrin against Ukrainian forces despite being a signatory to the CWC.[55] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft June 15%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces recently marginally advanced northwest of Avdiivka amid continued offensive operations in the area on June 
15. Geolocated footage published on June 14 shows that Russian forces recently advanced southeast of and further within 
southern Sokil (northwest of Avdiivka) during a roughly platoon-sized mechanized attack.[56] Russian milbloggers claimed 
on June 15 that Russian forces entered Karlivka (west of Avdiivka); advanced towards Novoselivka Persha (northwest of 
Avdiivka); advanced south from Novopokrovske and north from Umanske (both west of Avdiivka); and advanced north of 
Netaylove towards Yasnobrodivka (both west of Avdiivka).[57] ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims, 
however. Russian forces also continued attacks northwest of Avdiivka near Novooleksandrivka, Kalynove, Novopokrovske, 
and Yevhenivka on June 14 and 15.[58] Elements of the Russian 228th Motorized Rifle Regiment (90th Tank Division, 41st 
Combined Arms Army [CAA], Central Military District [CMD]) have reportedly recently fought in Novopokrovske.[59] 
 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/West Of Avdiivka Battle Map Draft June 15%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces continued offensive operations west and southwest of Donetsk City on June 15, but there were no confirmed 
changes to the frontline. A Russian milblogger claimed on June 14 that Russian forces pushed Ukrainian forces from 
Paraskoviivka (southwest of Donetsk City) but that part of the settlement remains a contested "gray zone."[60] Russian 
milbloggers claimed on June 15 that Russian forces began fighting near Maksymilyanivka (west of Donetsk City) after seizing 
Heorhiivka (immediately east of Maksymilyanivka) on June 14.[61] Russian forces also continued ground attacks west of 
Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka and southwest of Donetsk City near Pobieda, Solodke, and Vodyane on June 14 and 
15.[62] A Russian milblogger attributed Russian gains within Krasnohorivka since about June 8 to the resumption of attacks 
near Nevelske (southwest of Avdiivka and northeast of Krasnohorivka).[63] Elements of the Russian 103rd Motorized Rifle 
Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA, Southern Military District [SMD]) and 238th Artillery Brigade (8th 
CAA) are reportedly operating near Heorhiivka, and elements of the Russian 5th and 110th motorized rifle brigades (both 
of the 1st Donetsk People's Republic [DNR] AC) are reportedly fighting in Krasnohorivka.[64] 
 
Russian forces continued ground attacks in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on June 15, but there were no 
confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced north of Zahirne in the Myrne 
direction (both southwest of Hulyaipole), but ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[65] Russian forces also 
continued ground attacks south of Velyka Novosilka near Staromayorske and Urozhaine on June 14 and 15.[66] Elements 
of the Russian 11th Air Force and Air Defense Army (Russian Aerospace Forces [VKS] and Eastern Military District [EMD]) 
continue to strike Ukrainian targets near Hulyaipole, and elements of the Russian 37th Motorized Rifle Brigade (36th CAA, 
EMD) reportedly operate near Urozhaine.[67] 
 
Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and secure 
rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 
 
Positional engagements continued in western Zaporizhia Oblast on June 15, but there were no confirmed changes to the 
frontline in the area. Positional engagements continued near Robotyne, Verbove (east of Robotyne), and Mala Tokmachka 
(northeast of Robotyne) on June 15.[68] Russian milbloggers claimed that intense Ukrainian first-person view (FPV) drone 
strikes, Ukrainian remote mining using drones, and ongoing Russian electronic warfare (EW) system shortages hinder 
Russian vehicle movements along the frontline in western Zaporizhia Oblast.[69] A Russian milblogger claimed that 
unspecified BARS (Russian Combat Reserve) personnel are operating near Kamyanske (northwest of Robotyne).[70] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft June 15%2C 2024.png
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Positional engagements continued in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast on June 15, but there were no confirmed changes to 
the frontline in the area. Positional engagements continued near Krynky, Kozachi Laheri, and on the islands in the Dnipro 
River Delta.[71] Two Russian milbloggers claimed that many Russian military personnel operating in the Kherson direction 
are drunk, which the milbloggers claimed causes unnecessary casualties.[72] One milblogger claimed that the Russian 
military should ban personnel from possessing alcohol within at least 200 kilometers of the frontline.[73] 
 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft June 15%2C 2024.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military and civilian 
infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 
 
Russian Defense Minister Andrey Belousov visited a command post of the Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) on June 14 and 
reportedly observed VKS personnel operating Iranian Mohajer-6 drones.[74] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) 
claimed that VKS personnel informed Belousov about Russian Su-34 aircraft striking Ukrainian positions in southern 
Donetsk Oblast and that Belousov listened to military briefs about Russian aviation, air defense, and drone 
capabilities.[75] The Russian MoD added that Belousov also observed the work of the VKS drone operators' group, which 
was equipped with a set of automation tools and a tablet terminal for visualizing the operational situation and exchanging 
data. A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that official footage of Belousov’s visit shows a rare Iranian Mohajer-6 drone 
and that the Russian MoD does not like to advertise publicly Russia’s possession of these drones.[76] A Kremlin-affiliated 
milblogger expressed hope that Belousov’s interest in having VKS use Su-34 to conduct airstrikes against Ukrainian forces 
will result in Russia increasing its production of Su-34 aircraft.[77] 
 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated on June 14 that Russian forces launch 3,200 to 3,500 KAB guided glide 
bombs per month (approximately 103 – 112 glide bombs per day) against civilian infrastructure in Ukraine.[78] Zelensky 
added that Russia conducts airstrikes against civilian populations to trigger evacuations and set favorable conditions for 
Russian forces to seize and occupy these villages and cities. 
 
A Kremlin-affiliated military correspondent amplified data from a Russian resource (who claims to gather information 
about losses of military equipment in Ukraine) claiming to show that Russian forces launched at least 1,900 Russian 
“Lancet” loitering munition drones in Ukraine since the start of Russian full-scale invasion.[79] The milblogger claimed that 
Russian forces likely used over 1,900 “Lancet” drones in Ukraine and that Russian forces have previously used “Lancet” 
drones in Syria to a lesser extent. The milblogger reiterated claims that Russia is developing another version of the “Lancet” 
drone called “Izdeliye-53,” which will reportedly autonomously identify targets and operate as part of a “swarm of 
drones.”[80] Russian sources previously claimed in October 2023 that Russian forces already started using “Izdeliye-53” 
drones, however.[81] 
 
Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power without 
conducting general mobilization) 
 
Elements of the Russian Baltic and Pacific fleets are participating in separate naval exercises. The press service of the 
Russian Baltic Fleet announced on June 15 that the Baltic Fleet’s search and rescue forces started preplanned exercises 
focused on aiding a damaged ship and that crews will be training to assist and dock at night a ship that had lost 
propulsion.[82] The press service added that the Russian Zhigulevsk medium reconnaissance and communications ship 
and crews of the Yevgeniy Churov and Nina Sokolova rescue tugboats are participating in the exercise. The Russian 
Ministry of Defense (MoD) announced on June 15 that Russian Pacific Fleet warships Varag missile cruiser and Marshal 
Shaposhnikov frigate left Alexandria Port in Egypt to participate in a joint naval exercise with Egyptian Naval 
Forces.[83] The Russian MoD added that these naval exercises will focus on developing joint maneuvering, communications 
training, and inspection actions as part of the “PASSEX” format. 
 
Russian President Vladimir Putin awarded on June 14 the Russian 389th Reconnaissance Point (Pacific Fleet) with an 
honorary name of “Hero of Soviet Union Viktor Nikolayevich Leonov.”[84] Putin also awarded the Russian 1466th 
Motorized Rifle Regiment (5th Combined Arms Amy [CAA], Eastern Military District [EMD]) and 1472nd Motorized Rifle 
Regiment (68th Army Corps, EMD) with the honorary title of “Guards.”[85] Elements of the 1466th and 1472nd motorized 
rifle regiments are operating on the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border and southwest of Donetsk City, 
respectively.[86] Russia and Egypt previously held joint naval exercises in December 2015 and June 2018.[87] 
 
Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological innovations to optimize 
systems for use in Ukraine) 
 
Russian milbloggers continue to develop unmanned vehicles using money collected via social media crowd funding efforts. 
A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that he developed an unmanned vehicle, which looks like a small mine suspended 
on two sets of wheels, that can carry up to 100 kilograms.[88] The milblogger claimed that the unmanned vehicle can 
evacuate wounded Russian personnel or bring additional supplies to the Russian frontline units, and claimed that Russian 
forces are currently testing this vehicle on the frontline.[89] The milblogger had named this vehicle after his Telegram 
channel handle and noted that his “charity fund” with the same name continues to crowdfund for the development of new 
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combat equipment. Another milblogger similarly claimed that former Wagner Group personnel developed a new “Perun” 
unmanned attack-transport aerial drone, which can reportedly land behind enemy lines, rescue wounded personnel, and 
deliver ammunition and supplies.[90] 
 
Russian milbloggers continued to complain that Russian bureaucratic limitations on private developers and companies are 
restricting the Kremlin’s efforts to develop new military equipment in shorter timeframes.[91] 
 
Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense industrial base to become 
more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and international partners) 
 
ISW is not publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts today. 
 
Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of annexed 
areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and 
governance systems) 
 
A Financial Times (FT) investigation published on June 12 found that Russian officials have put Ukrainian children up for 
adoption whom Russia had forcibly deported from occupied Ukraine to Russia in 2022.[92] FT's investigation identified 
four Ukrainian children between the ages of eight to 15 whom Russian officials illegally deported from occupied Ukraine on 
a Russian-government-linked adoption website. FT reported that the adoption website presents one of these Ukrainian 
children with a different name and age than appears on the child's Ukrainian government-issued documents. FT reported 
that the adoption website does not list any of the children's Ukrainian origins. FT found that Russian authorities forcibly 
transported the children to occupied Crimea, Tula Oblast, and Orenburg Oblast. The head of international humanitarian 
law firm Global Rights Compliance, Wayne Jordash, told FT that the systematic forced deportations of children is a war 
crime and that changing a child's identity and listing the child for adoption confirms criminal intent. Ukrainian First Lady 
Olena Zelenska stated in June 2024 that Ukrainian authorities have verified the names of almost 20,000 Ukrainian children 
whom Russian authorities have forcibly deported to Russia.[93] 
 
Russian occupation authorities continue efforts to militarize Ukrainian youth and prepare them for future service in the 
Russian military. The Luhansk People's Republic (LNR) stated that teenagers from occupied Luhansk Oblast will learn to 
pilot drones, practice fire and tactical training, and learn tactical medicine and communications during a summer military-
patriotic program at the "Voin" ("Warrior") camp in Volgograd Oblast.[94] The Kherson Oblast occupation administration 
stated on June 13 that Kherson Oblast occupation officials met with a Rosgvardia representative to discuss creating 
specialized Rosgvardia cadet classes at schools in in occupied Skadovsk Raion and announced that one of these classes will 
begin on September 1 at a school in Skadovsk City.[95] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) stated on June 15 that 
Russian military personnel taught 60 Ukrainian minors how to handle and disassemble weapons as part of a Yunarmiya (a 
military-patriotic movement that instills pro-Russian and militarized ideals in youth in Russia and occupied Ukraine) 
program in occupied Mariupol, Donetsk Oblast.[96] 
 
Russian Information Operations and Narratives 
 
Russian opposition news outlet Agentstvo and Russian opposition project Bot Blocker reported on June 15 that Russian 
bots on X (formerly Twitter) are posting images attributing fake anti-Ukraine and anti-West quotes to popular Western 
celebrities as part of an ongoing Russian information operation intended to discourage Western support for Ukraine and 
European unity.[97] Agentstvo noted that the bots have published 50 photos of the celebrities alongside fake quotes in 
English, French, German, and Polish criticizing Western aid to Ukraine and European politicians since January 2024 and 
that these photos receive hundreds of thousands of views. Bot Blocker recorded six organized campaigns sharing fake quotes 
alongside photos of famous Western actors, singers, and sports stars. Agentsvo noted that the most recent campaign began 
immediately following the European Parliament elections on June 6 through 9 and heavily criticized European politicians 
but that the previous campaigns have focused exclusively on criticizing aid to Ukraine. 
 
Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in Belarus and further 
integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner Group activity in Belarus) 
 

Nothing significant to report. 
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Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available 
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as 
well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. 
References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update. 
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