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Click heret o see | SW6s interactive map of the Russi an
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report.

Click heret o see | SW6s 3D control of terrain topograp
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data -heavy tool.

Click heret o access | SW6s ar chi v-lapsemapsioithe®Russiant i ve t i me
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control -of -terrain map that

ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time -lapse

map archive monthly.

Note: The data cut -off for this product was 12:30pm ET on November 8. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the November 9 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Note: Due to a discrepancy in UA media reporting, a previous version of this report
gave figures for reported Russian losses in the Kupyansk, Lyman, and Bakhmut
directions. This update has been revised to clarify that those figures are only for the
Kupyans k direction.

Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in western

Zaporizhia Oblast on November 8. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces
continued offensive operations in the Melitopol (western Zaporizhia Oblast) and Bakhmut
directions.[1] Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted assaults near Robotyne,
Novoprokopivka (just south of Robotyne), and Verbove (9km east of Robotyne).[2] Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky stated during a video address to the Reuters NEXT conference in New
York on November 8 that Ukrainian forces have a battlefield plan for 2024 that he cannot
disclose.[3] Zelensky stated that Ukrainian forces have several paths for future advances in southern
Ukraine, eastern Ukraine, and Kherson Oblast. There are also plans to advance to specific occupied
cities.[4] Ukrainian forces continue counteroffensive operations without interruption in several
sectors of the front, and Ukrainian officials continue to indicate that these operations wil | continue
into this winter.[5]

Select Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian commanders may be making

operational and tactical decisions using maps of the battlefield in Ukraine that differ

from tactical reality. A Russian milblogger claimed that the Russian General Staff uses battlefield
maps that differ from tactical reality in response to another milblogger who questioned why Russian
forces were not striking alleged large Ukrainian force concentrations close to the frontline.[6] The
Russian milblogger claimed that Russian personnelon t he front have access
that Russian commanders order Russian forces to conduct routine assaults to make gains that align
the Areal 0 map with t he RAsgparatamilbldggendaimad thatShera hafl 6 s
been previous individual cases of Russian battalion and regiment-level assault operations aimed at
achieving compliance with inaccurate maps of the frontline but that this is the first time that he has

heard of a wider operational imperative to make advances that canply with a reported General Staff
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map.[8] A milblogger claimed that Russian commanders are incentivized to make the tactical gains
depicted in the General Staffés maps because the
from frontline commanders.[9] Russian milbloggers have rautinely criticized Russian commanders
throughout the chain of command for delivering false and overly positive reports to their superiors

and have identified the Russian General Staff as fostering this widespread institutional

dishonesty.[10]

Russian President Vladimir Putin promoted 44 Russian military and internal affairs

officers, including Eastern Grouping of Forces Commander Andrei Kuzmenko, to

general officer rank on November 8.[11] Putin promoted Kuzmenko to the rank of colonel
general following Kuzmenkobdés meeting with Russia
visit to the Eastern Grouping of Forces command post in the south Donetsk direction (Donetsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area) on October 25.[12]Sh oi gu 0 s Vv i Kuzmenko'opoditionrasne d
the Eastern Grouping of Forces commander and likely the Eastern Military District (EMD)

commander. This promotion is likely routine and intended to give Kuzmenko a rank appropriate to

his position. Putin also promoted three Russian officers to the rank of lieutenant general, 11 officers to
the rank of major general, and 29 internal affairs officers to the rank of major general and lieutenant
general.[13]

Russian President Vladimir Putin will reportedly avoid centering his 2024 presidential

campaign on the war in Ukraine and will rather focus on Russiads all eged st
criticisms of the West.[14] Russian opposition media outlet Meduza reported on November 8 that

two sources close to the Russian Presidential Administration stated that the presidential campaign

aims to paint Putin as a | eader Whdazasoarceeclaiadshat a

Putinds ratings increase after speeches in which
propaganda will encourage this by increaestermgly p
countries and the United Stateso alleged inabildi

A Meduza source also reportedly stated that the campaign would only discuss the war in Ukraine if
there were a fivery serious [Russian] successoOo on
Putin is reportedly preparing to announce his campaign this month , and Russian sources have
consistently indicated that the campaign will not prominently promote the war in Ukraine.[16] Putin
previously downpl ayed t he Russian offensive effort near ,
which would be consistent with these reports.[17] The Kremlin -backed United Russia Party also

reportedly realized that using the war in Ukraine in their election campaig ns in the run up to the

September 2023 State Duma elections was ineffective and counterproductive.[18]Concerns within

the Kremlin and United Russia over domestic support for the war are not indications that United
Russia or Puti nds dldicafacesalegi@mate thre® i thes up@mingpresidential

el ection, however. This campaign framing, P foit
mobilize Russian society to a wartime footing and may increase the informational cost necessary to
support a long-term war effort in Ukraine.

Ukrainian partisans and military intelligence assassinated a prominent Luhansk

Peopl edbs Republic (LNR) official accused of cond
Ukraine. Russian and occupation officials reported on November 8 that a car bomb killed LNR
Peopleds Counci l member and the LNR Liberal De mo

Filiponenko in occupied Luhansk City.[19] Filiponenko previously headed the LNR Peopl e 6 s Mi | i
and the LNR6&6s Joint Center for OknarMaieBlistaryd Coor d
Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported that GUR agents and Ukrainian partisans conducted the

attack.[21] GUR stated that Filiponenko organized torture camps for Ukrainian civilians and

prisoners of war (POWS) and that Filiponenko personally participated in the torture.[22] These
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accusations would be an apparent violation of the UN Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.[23]

Key Takeaways:

T Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in
western Zaporizhia Oblast on November 8.

1 Select Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian commanders may be making
operational and tactical decisions using maps of the battlefield in Ukraine that
differ from tactical reality.

1 Russian President Vladimir Putin promoted 44 Russian military and internal
affairs officers, including Eastern Grouping of Forces Commander Andrei
Kuzmenko, to general officer rank on November 8.

T Russian President Vladimir Putin will reportedly avoid centering his 2024
presidential campaign on the war in Ukraine a
alleged stability and criticisms of the West.

1 Ukrainian partisans and military intelligence assassinated a prominent Luhansk
Peopl edbs Republic (LNR) official accused of ¢
Ukraine.

1 Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk -Svatove -
Kreminna line, near Bakhmut, near Avdiivka, west and southwest of Donetsk
City, in western Donetsk Oblast, in the Donetsk -Zaporizhia Oblast border area,
and in western Zaporizhia Obla st on November 8 and advanced in some areas.

T Russia is reportedly attempting to reacquire components for military equipment
from states to which it previously sold the equipment, including Egypt, Pakistan,

Brazil, and Belarus.

1 Russian occupation administrations continue to create new administrative
bodies meant to further integrate occupied territories into Russian governance
systems.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well -
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes

against humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

1 Russian Main Effort T Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts)

T Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 7 Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast
1 Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 i Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
1 Russian Supporting Effort i Southern Axis
1 Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts
T Activities in Russian-occupied areas
1 Russian Information Operations and Narratives
Russian Main Effort I Eastern Ukraine
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 T Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces continued localized offensive operations along the KupyanskSvatove-Kreminna line

on November 8 but did not make any confirmed gains. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that
Ukrainian forces repelled Russian assaults near Synkivka (9km northeast of Kupyansk), lvanivka
(21km southeast of Kupyansk), Berestove (20km northwest of Svatove), Novoyehorivka (16km
southwest of Svatove), and the Serebryanske forest area (10km south of Kreminna).[24]A Kremlin -
affiliated milblogger claimed on November 7 that Russian forces continued to advance west of
Pershotravneve (20km east of Kupyansk), although ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these
claims.[25] The milblogger claimed that Russian forces are struggling to advance due to dense
minefields in the area.[26] Ukrainian Ground Forces Command Spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel
Volodymyr Fityo stated that Russian forces in the Kupyansk direction lost 1,826 personnel and 200
pieces of military equipment, including 22 tanks and 54 armored combat vehicl es, between November
1 and 6.[27]

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that elements of the Russian Western Grouping of

Forces repelled two Ukrainian assaults southeast of Kupyansk near Tymkivka (20km southeast of
Kupyansk) on November 8.[28]

p LyadotdziS F2NJ GKS {(ddzRé 2F 2FNJIyR 19LQa /NRaO



LyadotdziS F2NJ GKS {(ddzRé 2F 2FNJIyR 19LQa /NRaO


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20November%208%2C%202023.png

