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Note: The data cut-off for this product was 11pm ET on October 13. ISW will cover
subsequent reports in the October 14 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.

Russian forces have recently resumed tactical offensive attacks in the Donetsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area and have made tactical gains in localized assaults, but this
activity so far does not appear to be a part of a larger operational offensive effort to
support the wider Russian offensive operation in western Donetsk Oblast. Russian and
Ukrainian sources stated on October 12 and 13 that elements of the Russian 336th Naval Infantry
Brigade (Baltic Fleet, Leningrad Military District [LMD]) and the 394th Motorized Rifle Regiment
(127th Motorized Rifle Division, 5th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Eastern Military District [EMD])
launched assaults near Levadne (southwest of Velyka Novosilka) and broke through Ukrainian
defenses.[1] A Ukrainian military observer noted that Russian forces reached the outskirts of Levadne
and advanced in the direction of Novodarivka (southwest of Novodarivka).[2] Russian milbloggers
widely claimed that Russian forces seized Levadne and advanced up to the southern outskirts of
Novodarivka, although ISW has not observed confirmation of these Russian claims.[3]
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These tactical gains are not the result of a sudden or unexpected Russian breakthrough. The Ukrainian
General Staff reported that Russian forces began conducting renewed ground assaults southwest of
Velyka Novosilka beginning around October 11.[4] Ukrainian Khortytsia Group of Forces Spokesperson
Colonel Vladyslav Voloshyn reported on October 3 that Russian forces were preparing assaults groups
for offensive operations in Zaporizhia Oblast in the near future but that Ukrainian forces had not
identified large Russian force concentrations in southern Ukraine.[5] Voloshyn added that the planned
Russian offensive activity aimed to improve Russian tactical positions and establish tactical footholds
for continued offensive actions.[6] Russian forces activated on a long dormant sector of the front in
western Zaporizhia Oblast near Kamyanske (south of Stepnohirsk) in early October, but this activity
has so far been limited and has resulted in only marginal tactical gains.[7] Russian forces may be
reactivating in less active sectors of the front in southern Ukraine to divert Ukrainian attention away
from Russia's priority offensive operations in Donetsk Oblast and to fix Ukrainian forces along the front
in southern Ukraine and prevent Ukraine from redeploying forces to Donetsk Oblast.

Concerted Russian offensive operations in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area could
theoretically support the ongoing Russian operational effort to eliminate the wider Ukrainian salient in
western Donetsk Oblast and advance up to the H-15 (Donetsk City-Zaporizhzhia City) highway by
pressing up the T-0518 (Velyka Novosilka-Bahatyr) highway and pressuring the western flank of the
Ukrainian grouping in western Donetsk Oblast.[8] Russian forces have activated on the western bank
of the Mokryi Yaly River that runs west along the T-0518 highway and the western outskirts of Velyka
Novosilka, however, and are currently attempting to advance in areas that diverge from the western
flank of the Ukrainian salient in western Donetsk Oblast. Russian forces would likely need to seize
Velyka Novosilka in order to drive up the T-0518 highway and pursue significant advances into the
western flank of the Ukrainian salient, which would require intensified offensive activity on the eastern
bank of the Mokryi Yaly River immediately south of Velyka Novosilka. A prominent Kremlin-affiliated
milblogger noted on October 13 that there has been a lull in Russian activity north of Staromayorske
and Urozhaine (both south of Velyka Novosilka and immediately on the western and eastern banks of
the Mokryi Yaly River, respectively).[9] Russian advances in the Levadne-Novodarivka area could
theoretically aim to cut the road connecting Hulyaipole to Velyka Novosilka and degrade Ukrainian
logistics to Velyka Novosilka ahead of hypothetical intensified Russian assaults to seize Velyka
Novosilka. ISW has not observed reports that Russian forces are conducting notably large assaults in
the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, however, or accumulating manpower and materiel for an
intensified offensive effort comparable to the Russian offensive operations in eastern Ukraine. Russian
forces, on the contrary, have redeployed forces that were previously in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast
border area and elsewhere in southern Ukraine to respond to Ukraine’s incursion in Kursk.[10]

Russian forces recently executed nine Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWSs) in Kursk
Oblast amid a theater-wide increase in Russian executions of Ukrainian POWs. A
Ukrainian open-source intelligence (OSINT) project reported on October 13 that Russian forces
executed nine Ukrainian POWSs near the village of Zeleny Shlyakh, Kursk Oblast on October 10.[11]
Ukrainian drone operators reportedly unexpectedly encountered Russian forces in what they likely
perceived to be a near rear area and came under Russian fire. The Ukrainian drone operators, facing
limited ammunition, were compelled to surrender and Russian forces took them as POWs. An image of
the aftermath of the execution suggests that Russian forces disarmed, lined, stripped, and shot the
Ukrainian POWs — a clear indication of the premeditated nature of the executions.[12] Ukrainian
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Human Rights Ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets condemned the executions on October 13 as a serious
violation of the Geneva Convention on the Treatment of POWSs and stated that he sent letters to the
United Nations (UN) and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) regarding the case.[13]
The Geneva Convention on POWs prohibits the execution of POWSs or persons who are clearly rendered
hors de combat.[14] The Ukrainian Prosecutor's Office also announced on October 13 that it launched
an investigation into the reports of the execution of the nine Ukrainian POWSs in Kursk Oblast.[15]

ISW has recently observed an increase in Russian forces executing Ukrainian POWs throughout the
theater, and Russian commanders are likely writ large condoning, encouraging, or directly ordering the
execution of Ukrainian POWs. Head of the Ukrainian Department for Combating Crimes in Conditions
of Armed Conflict Yuri Bilousov stated on October 4 that Ukrainian sources documented evidence
indicating that Russian forces have executed 93 Ukrainian POWSs on the battlefield since the start of
the full-scale invasion and that 80 percent of the recorded cases occurred in 2024.[16] The largest
single-instance of execution of Ukrainian POWSs occurred on October 1 when Russian forces executed
16 Ukrainian POWs in the Pokrovsk direction.[17] ISW continues to track footage and reports of
Russian servicemembers executing Ukrainian POWSs and has observed a wider trend of Russian abuses
against Ukrainian POWSs across various sectors of the front that appear to be enabled, if not explicitly
endorsed, by individual Russian commanders.[18] The Kharkiv Oblast Prosecutor’s Office recently
noted that Russian commanders directly ordered the execution of four Ukrainian POWs at the
Vovchansk aggregate plant in Summer 2024.[19]

Russian milbloggers largely glorified the Russian execution of the Ukrainian POWs,
reinforcing a cultural norm to justify and celebrate war crimes within the broader
Russian ultranationalist community. Many Russian milbloggers not only justified but celebrated
the Russian execution of the POWs in Kursk Oblast by claiming that the executions were deserved or
that such executions are a common aspect of war.[20] Other Russian milbloggers specifically called on
the Russian military to increase the execution of Ukrainian POWs throughout the theater.[21] Many of
these Russian milbloggers have very large followings and are affiliated with the Kremlin, providing
them with a sense of authority in establishing and reinforcing the accepted cultural norms within the
Russian ultranationalist community. The Rybar Telegram channel, which celebrated the execution of
POWs, has received awards from the Kremlin and has a following of roughly 1.3 million subscribers as
of this publication, and Rybar founder Mikhail Zvinchuk regularly appears on Russian state television
to comment on the war in Ukraine.[22] Other prominent ultranationalist milbloggers who praised and
justified the October 10 execution include: RVvoenkor with about 1.62 million Telegram subscribers,
Dva Mayora with roughly 1.17 million subscribers, Starshe Edy with about 627,000 subscribers, and
Zapisky Veterana with about 357,000 subscribers as of this publication.[23] Many of these subscribers
are Russian military personnel and volunteers currently fighting in the war, and Russian soldiers
routinely interact with these channels through correspondences and crowdfunding efforts. Russian
milbloggers have often glorified Russian atrocities and brutality in Ukraine since the start of the full-
scale invasion, and this glorification underscores a broader culture that is likely encouraging the
systemic execution of Ukrainian POWs.[24]
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Key Takeaways:

Russian forces have recently resumed tactical offensive attacks in the Donetsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area and have made tactical gains in localized assaults,
but this activity so far does not appear to be a part of a larger operational offensive
effort to support the wider Russian offensive operation in western Donetsk Oblast.

Russian forces recently executed nine Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWSs) in Kursk
Oblast amid a theater-wide increase in Russian executions of Ukrainian POWs.

Russian milbloggers largely glorified the Russian execution of the Ukrainian
POWs, reinforcing a cultural norm to justify and celebrate war crimes within the
broader Russian ultranationalist community.

Ukrainian forces recently regained lost positions near Selydove, and Russian
forces recently advanced near Toretsk, Donetsk City, and Velyka Novosilka.
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

o Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

o Russian Technological Adaptations

o Activities in Russian-occupied areas

o Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts

o Russian Information Operations and Narratives

« Significant Activity in Belarus

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Russian forces likely recently recaptured Matveevka (east of Korenevo) and reportedly advanced
further into the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast on October 13. An image published on October
11 showing a Russian servicemember on the outskirts of Olgovka (immediately southeast of Matveevka)
indicates that Russian forces likely seized Matveevka on a prior date.[25] Russian milbloggers claimed
on October 13 that Russian forces recaptured Olgovka, Lyubimovka (southeast of Korenevo), and Tolsty
Lug (immediately southeast of Lyubimovka) and most of Novoivanovka (east of Lyubimovka), though
some milbloggers claimed that fighting is still ongoing within Olgovka and Lyubimovka.[26] A Russian
milblogger claimed that Russian forces also pushed Ukrainian forces from Cherkasskaya Konopelka
(southeast of Sudzha).[27] ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these Russian claims. Russian
milbloggers claimed that Russian forces continued attacks in Malaya Loknya (north of Sudzha) and
Mykhailovka (northeast of Sudzha), near Novoivanovka and Plekhovo (south of Sudzha), and towards
Kolmakov and Agronom (both southeast of Sudzha).[28] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian
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forces repelled a platoon-sized Ukrainian mechanized counterattack near Novoivanovka, and the
Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces also repelled Ukrainian counterattacks
towards Zeleny Shlyakh (immediately east of Lyubimovka), Nizhny Klin (southeast of Lyubimovka),
and Pokrovsky (south of Lyubimovka).[29] Elements of the Russian 137th Airborne (VDV) Regiment
(106th VDV Division) and unspecified naval infantry elements are reportedly operating within
Lyubimovka.[30]

Russian sources claimed that Russian forces continued efforts to dislodge Ukrainian forces from
Glushkovsky Raion (west of the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast) on October 13. A Russian
milblogger claimed that Russian forces continue to advance from Veseloye towards the northern
outskirts of Novy Put and near Medvezhye.[31] The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces repelled
a Ukrainian counterattack towards Novy Put.[32] Elements of the Russian 56th VDV Regiment (106th
VDV Division) reportedly continue to operate in Glushkovsky Raion.[33]

Ukrainian officials continued to speak about intensified Russian offensive operations within Kursk
Oblast on October 13. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated that Russian forces are
attempting to push back Ukrainian forces but that Ukrainian forces are holding their positions.[34]
Ukrainian Northern Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Vadym Mysnyk stated on October 13 that
Russian forces are transferring unspecified units to Kursk Oblast and that the concentration of Russian
forces in the area is high.[35]
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Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast
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et

7%

INSTITUT

earon \‘nz”
= A Russian source claimed on October 13 that STUDY, OF WAR

Russian forces seized QOlgovka. AND =t
T : CRITICAL
7 THREATS
THE bR.\)AC_.'K\.LONDON

GEOSPATIAL FUND
i

PN\ s

7 =

Soldagls"kgye

o A Russian source claimed on
~.. | October 13 that Russian forces |+
seized Lyubimovka.

; Kursk. least
= | (Rggsia)

Guyevo ==

Ukraine
—

’ »* {‘l- Sumy Oblast
e~ (Ukraine)

Claimed Limit of Ukrainian

vz Advance”

[777 Claimed Russian Advances Russian and Ukrainian « D 0
~ in Russia Settlements A }

W77 Russian Advances in Russia

—— Russian Field Fortifications

Vo 5 10 20 Kilometers - Ukraine
L 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 J

Map by George Barros, Daniel Mealie, Noel Mikkelsen, Mitchell Belcher, N 2
Tom Thacker, Cameron Hayes, and Harrison Hurwitz ;
© 2024 Institute for the Study of War and AEI's Critical Threats Project \.

Note: The Claimed Limit of Ukrainian Advances layer depicts territory that Russian sources claim are Ukrainian-occupied
when there is no observed contradictory evidence that could disprove the Russian claims.

9 Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2024


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/UAF Kursk Incursion October 13%2C 2024.png

Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Russian and Ukrainian sources did not report any fighting in northern Kharkiv Oblast on October
13.[36] Elements of the Russian gth Motorized Rifle Regiment (51st Combined Arms Army [CAA],
formerly the 1st Donetsk People's Republic Army Corps [DNR AC]) are reportedly operating near Lyptsi
(north of Kharkiv City).[37]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October
13 but did not make any confirmed gains. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced
closer to the Oskil River near Kruhlyakivka (northwest of Svatove), although ISW has not observed
visual confirmation of this claim.[38] Russian forces continued offensive operations east of Kupyansk
near Petropavlivka and Kucherivka; northwest of Svatove near Kolisnykivka, Kruhlyakivka, Stepova
Novoselivka, Pishchane, Vyshneve, and Lozova; west of Svatove near Myasozharivka; northwest of
Kreminna near Novomykhailivka, Druzhelyubivka, Hrekivka, Nevske, and Novosadove; and west of
Kreminna near Torske and Terny on October 12 and 13.[39] Elements of the Russian 25th Motorized
Rifle Brigade (6th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) are reportedly
operating in the Kupyansk direction, and elements of the 144th Motorized Rifle Division (20th CAA,
Moscow Military District [MMD]) reportedly continue to operate in the Lyman direction.[40]

Ukrainian forces struck a Russian fuel and lubricants depot near occupied Rovenki, Luhansk Oblast on
October 12. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukraine's Main Military Intelligence Directorate
(GUR) and Ukrainian forces struck the depot, and Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces struck
a fuel tank at the depot with a drone.[41]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Siversk on October 13, but there were no confirmed
changes to the frontline. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted offensive
operations east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske and southeast of Siversk near Ivano-Darivka and
Vyimka on October 12 and 13.[42] A Russian source claimed that Russian forces advanced north of
Verkhnokamyanske, but ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[43] Elements of the Russian
2nd Artillery Brigade (3rd Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly 2nd Luhansk People's Republic
[LNR] Army Corps [AC]) are reportedly operating near Verkhnokamyanske.[44]
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Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Chasiv Yar on October 13, but there were no
confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Chasiv Yar,
north of Chasiv Yar near Kalynivka, and south of Chasiv Yar near Stupochky on October 12 and 13.[45]
The spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating near Chasiv Yar reported on October 13 that
Russian forces are mostly conducting infantry assaults in small groups and are practically not
conducting any mechanized assaults.[46] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian first-person
view (FPV) drones are preventing Russian forces from advancing towards Stupochky.[47] Elements of
the Russian 1442nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (6th Motorized Rifle Division, 3rd AC) are reportedly
operating near Klishchiivka (southeast of Chasiv Yar).[48]
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Russian forces recently made confirmed advances near Toretsk amid continued offensive operations in
the area on October 13. Geolocated footage published on October 12 indicates that Russian forces
recently marginally advanced within eastern Toretsk.[49] Russian forces conducted offensive
operations near Toretsk and west of Toretsk near Shcherbynivka on October 12 and 13.[50] Ukrainian
Luhansk Group of Forces Spokesperson Major Anastasiya Bobovnikova reported on October 12 that
Russian forces are changing into civilian clothing during assault operations in Toretsk - a war crime, if
confirmed.[51] Elements of the Russian 123rd Motorized Rifle Brigade (3rd CAA) and the "Lavina"
Battalion (132nd Motorized Rifle Brigade, 51st CAA [formerly 1st Donetsk People's Republic AC],
Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating within Toretsk.[52]
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Note: A Ukrainian military spokesperson reported on October 12 that Russian forces are limited to the
eastern part of Toretsk, and refuted prior reports suggesting that Ukrainian forces control 40 to 50
percent of Toretsk. [ISW assesses that Russian forces occupy 38 percent of Toretsk as of our October 12

assessed Russian advance layer. The assessed Russian advance layer is derived from geolocated
evidence of Russian forces operating in Ukraine.
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Ukrainian forces recently regained lost positions southeast of Pokrovsk amid continued Russian
offensive operations in the area on October 13. Geolocated footage published on October 13 indicates
that Ukrainian forces recently regained lost positions north of Selydove (southeast of Pokrovsk).[53]
The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces seized Mykhailivka (southeast of
Pokrovsk and immediately east of Selydove), and ISW assessed that Russian forces seized the
settlement as of September 22.[54] Russian milbloggers claimed that elements of the Russian 114th
Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA) seized Tsukuryne (southeast of Pokrovsk and south of Selydove),
and ISW assessed that Russian forces seized the settlement as of October 7.[55] Russian forces
conducted offensive operations east of Pokrovsk near Promin, Myrolyubivka, and Myrnohrad and
southeast of Pokrovsk near Tsukuryne, Novodmytrivka, Sukhyi Yar, Lysivka, Selydove, Krutyi Yar,
Kreminna Balka, Kurakhivka, Novoselydivka, Hirnyk, Zhelanne Druhe, Zoryane, and Izmailivka on
October 12 and 13.[56] A Ukrainian servicemember operating in the Pokrovsk direction reported on
October 13 that Russian forces are starting to use armored vehicles in assaults.[57] Russian sources
claimed that Russian forces struck the Korotchenka Mine on the eastern outskirts of Selydove with a
Kh-38ML air-to-surface missile.[58]
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Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Kurakhove; east of Kurakhove near
Maksymilyanivka and Heorhiivka; and south of Kurakhove near Dalne on October 12 and 13, but there
were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[59] Elements of the Russian 238th Artillery Brigade (8th
CAA, SMD) are reportedly operating near Hostre and Dalne.[60]

Russian forces recently made confirmed advances southwest of Donetsk City amid continued offensive
operations in the area on October 13. Geolocated footage published on October 13 indicates that Russian
forces recently advanced to southeastern Katerynivka.[61] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian
forces advanced north of Kostyantynivka, north of Vodyane, and further into central Katerynivka, but
ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims.[62] Russian forces conducted offensive operations
near Kostyantynivka, Antonivka, Katerynivka, Bohoyavlenka, and Zolota Nyva on October 12 and
13.[63] Elements of the Russian 11th Air Force and Air Defense Army (Russian Aerospace Forces [VKS]
and Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly operating near Bohoyavlenka.[64]

Please see topline text for details on the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area.

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Russian forces conducted ground assaults in western Zaporizhia Oblast near Robotyne on October 12
and 13 but did not make any confirmed gains.[65] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that
elements of the Russian BARS-32 (Russian Combat Army Reserve) detachment are operating in
Zaporizhia Oblast, and elements of the Russian "Valykria" detachment (4th Military Base, 58th
Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) reportedly continue to operate near
Kamyanske (south of Stepnohirsk).[66]
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The Ukrainian General Staff reported on October 12 and 13 that Russian forces conducted assaults in
the Dnipro direction, likely referring to left (east) bank Kherson Oblast and islands in the Dnipro River
Delta.[67] Ukrainian Southern Operational Command Spokesperson Vladyslav Voloshyn stated on
October 12 that Russian forces have intensified offensive activities in the Dnipro direction in the past
week and typically conduct five to seven assaults per day with small infantry groups.[68] Voloshyn
added that Russian forces are accumulating weapons and equipment on the Kinburn Spit and suggested

that Russian forces may launch assaults against nearby islands in the area where the Dniprovska Gulf
meets the Black Sea.[69]
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of October
12 to 13. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian force launched two Iskander-M ballistic
missiles from Kursk Oblast and occupied Crimea, two Kh-59 cruise missiles from airspace over Kursk
Oblast, and 68 unspecified strike drones from Kursk and Oryol oblasts.[70] The Ukrainian Air Force
reported that the two Kh-59 missile struck targets in Chernihiv and Sumy oblasts; that the two Iskander
missiles struck Poltava and Odesa oblasts; and that Ukrainian forces shot down 31 Russian drones in
Kyiv, Poltava, Chernihiv, Sumy, and Cherkasy oblasts.[71] The Ukrainian Air Force added that another
36 Russian drones were "lost in location," presumably as a result of Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW)
countermeasures.[72]

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated on October 13 that Russian forces launched 900 glide
bombs, 40 various missiles, and 400 strike drones at Ukraine in the past week (October 7 to 13).[73]

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

Nothing significant to report.

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Kalashnikov Concern, a subsidiary of Russian state-owned defense conglomerate Rostec, claimed on
October 11 that Russian forces tested the new “Goliath” strike and reconnaissance drone in Ukraine.[74]
The “Goliath” drone is reportedly designed to conduct real-time aerial reconnaissance, track targets
designated by the operator, and destroy unarmored vehicles and personnel. Kalashnikov Concern
claimed that the drone is equipped with a return mode in case the drone loses communication.

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing reporting on activities in Russian-occupied areas today.

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Nothing significant to report.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)
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Nothing significant to report.

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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