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Note: The data cut-off for this product was 11:45am ET on October 29. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the October 30 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.  

The rate of Russian advances in Ukraine has increased in recent weeks but remains slow 

and consistent with positional warfare rather than with rapid mechanized maneuver—

emphasizing how generally stagnant Russian advances have been after over two and half 

years of war. Recent Western reporting linking the Russian rate of advance in September 2024 with 

Russian advances at the start of the war is highly misleading.[1] ISW assesses that Russian forces 

advanced at an average rate of 1,265 square kilometers per day in March 2022—roughly 90 times the 

roughly 14 square kilometers that ISW calculates that Russian forces have taken per day in September 

2024. Rapid Russian advances deep into Ukrainian territory, including the temporary seizure of large 

portions of Kyiv, Chernihiv, Sumy, and Kharkiv oblasts characterized the first month of the Russian 

full-scale invasion, whereas more recent Russian advances have been characterized by small-scale, 

localized, tactical advances.[2] Russian forces have been making gains in eastern Ukraine recently, but 

comparing those gains to the initial deep Russian penetration into Ukraine at the start of the war 

misleadingly frames these most recent advances. For example, Russian forces seized the settlement of 

Vuhledar as of October 1, 2024, have continued to advance north and northwest of Vuhledar, and have 

made significant tactical gains in and near Selydove (southeast of Pokrovsk) over the course of the past 

week.[3] These respective advances are tactically significant but do not represent a general increase in 

the pace of Russian advances across the frontline, much of which remains relatively stagnant, nor are 

they within two orders of magnitude of the rate of Russian advance in the first stage of the war.[4] The 

current rate of Russian advances is consistent, rather, with ISW's recent assessment that the Russian 

command has likely ordered Russian forces to significantly increase their tempo of mechanized attacks 

throughout the theater before the full onset of muddy ground conditions in the fall months.[5] 

Russian President Vladimir Putin attempted to use an annual Russian nuclear 

deterrence exercise to further boilerplate nuclear saber-rattling information operations 

that aim to influence Western decision making. Putin participated via video conference in a 

Russian military training exercise on October 29 in which the strategic deterrence forces launched 

ground-launched Yars intercontinental ballistic missiles, submarine-launched Sineva and Bulava 

ballistic missiles, and air-launched cruise missiles.[6] Putin claimed that Russia's nuclear triad 

continues to guarantee Russian sovereignty and security and helps maintain the global balance of 

power. Putin also highlighted Russia's need to possess modern strategic deterrent forces given "growing 

geopolitical tensions" and the "emergence of new threats."[7] Putin also claimed that the Strategic 

Missile Forces are receiving new, unspecified fixed and mobile missile systems that allegedly have 
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improved accuracy, reduced launch time, and increased capabilities. Russia previously conducted 

similar nuclear deterrence exercises using the same missile systems in October 2022 and 2023.[8] ISW 

continues to assess that Putin and other senior Russian officials attempt to leverage nuclear rhetoric 

and regular military exercises as a form of reflexive control in an effort to force Western decision-

makers to self-deter and temper their support for Ukraine.[9] 

Recent Russian polling suggests that Russian domestic support for local government 

entities has somewhat declined over the past year, most likely in response to increased 

crypto-mobilization force generation efforts at the regional level. Independent Russian 

polling organization Levada Center published on October 24 the results of a month-long poll conducted 

in September 2024 that found that 43 percent of respondents trust local government entities; that 69 

percent of respondents trust the Russian military; and that 80 percent of respondents trust Russian 

President Vladimir Putin.[10] Similar Levada polling in September 2023 found that 45 percent trusted 

local government entities, that 72 percent trusted the Russian military, and that 76 percent trusted 

Putin. The Levada Center’s polling data indicate that Putin continues to rely on local government-level 

crypto-mobilization efforts to deflect discontent regarding Russian mobilization practices away from 

him and the federal government and onto local officials, while also avoiding having to call a general 

mobilization. The slight decrease in trust towards local officials and increase in trust in Putin are 

indicators that Putin's efforts to silo discontent away from himself and scapegoat lower-level officials 

for problems related to the war in Ukraine may be working.[11] ISW continues to assess that Putin will 

continue to instruct local government authorities to maintain crypto-mobilization efforts until federal-

level mobilization efforts are necessary to achieve operational requirements in Ukraine.[12] 

Russian officials and milbloggers are conducting information operations that falsely 

portray the Georgian opposition's peaceful and legal challenges to the conduct of the 

October 26 parliamentary election results as a Western- and Ukrainian-sponsored illegal 

coup d'état. Russian state media claimed on October 29 that the West is supporting the transfer of 

Ukraine-trained snipers to Georgia in order to organize false flag provocations and trigger a pro-

Western coup akin to the Ukrainian Revolution of Dignity that started in 2013, which Russian actors 

have often labeled a Western-instigated illegal coup.[13] Russian Security Council Deputy Chairperson 

Dmitry Medvedev called on October 28 for the arrest of Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili, 

falsely claiming that she “called for a coup.”[14] Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov and Russian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Spokesperson Maria Zakharova baselessly suggested that the West 

ordered the opposition protests, which they claim are trying to destabilize Georgia.[15] Russian 

milbloggers also widely claimed that the West and Ukraine are sponsoring a revolution via the Georgian 

opposition and Zourabicvhili and that Georgian opposition reports of Russian interference in the 

Georgian elections are false, Western-backed talking points.[16] 

The Russian information space continues to closely echo the rhetoric of the ruling Georgian Dream 

party. Georgian Prime Minister Kobakhidze rejected the claims of election irregularities on October 28, 

and Georgian Dream member of parliament and Vice-Speaker of Parliament Nino Tsilosani claimed on 

October 29 that the opposition is attempting to organize a coup.[17] ISW previously assessed that 

Georgian Dream’s rhetoric has increasingly echoed that of the Kremlin, particularly the Kremlin's 

narratives that aim to justify Russia's violation of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of post-Soviet 

countries that seek greater Western integration, including Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine.[18] 
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The Georgian protests have been peaceful and legal - far from the Russian claims of an 

illegal coup. The pro-Western Georgian opposition and tens of thousands of Georgian civil society 

members gathered in central Tbilisi for a peaceful demonstration against the highly contested election 

results on October 28, in accordance with their constitutional right to peaceful assembly.[19] Neither 

Zourbachvili nor representatives of the Georgian opposition called for violence, and there have been no 

reports of notable clashes or confirmed reports of so-called Ukrainian snipers. The opposition has 

instead called for an organized contestation of the election results, asking Georgian civil society to 

continue their efforts to gather concrete evidence of voting irregularities while encouraging the 

international community to address the reportedly fraudulent election results.[20] The opposition also 

suggested holding internationally administered snap elections without the participation of the 

Georgian Central Election Commission (CEC), and the CEC responded on October 29, claiming that the 

opposition's statements were baseless and stating that the CEC was willing to cooperate with the 

Georgian Prosecutor’s Office to investigate the reports of electoral fraud.[21] The Georgian Constitution 

provides specific mechanisms through which Georgian officials can contest the election results — tools 

that Zourabichvili and members of the opposition can leverage amid mounting evidence of voting 

irregularities.[22] International and Georgian election observation bodies continue to document 

evidence suggesting systematic voting irregularities before and during the parliamentary elections with 

some calling the election neither free nor fair.[23] 

These concerted Russian efforts to baselessly discredit the Georgian pro-Western 

opposition and civil society are part of a common Kremlin tactic aimed at framing the 

valid and legal concerns of pro-Western political entities in the post-Soviet space as 

illegitimate and violent. Russia has repeatedly accused pro-Western politicians and parties — or 

even ones simply not fully supportive of Russia — of acting beyond the confines of their domestic legal 

frameworks while also setting conditions for Russian aggression against these states or encouraging 

pro-Russian domestic actors to themselves engage in violence or repressions. Such efforts are a part of 

Russia’s strategic efforts to weaken the Western ambitions of post-Soviet countries and forcefully re-

establish Russian imperial boundaries.[24] 

Key Takeaways: 

• The rate of Russian advances in Ukraine has increased in recent weeks but remains 

slow and consistent with positional warfare rather than with rapid mechanized 

maneuver—emphasizing how generally stagnant Russian advances have been after 

over two and half years of war. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin attempted to use an annual Russian nuclear 

deterrence exercise to further boilerplate nuclear saber-rattling information 

operations that aim to influence Western decision making. 

• Recent Russian polling suggests that Russian domestic support for local 

government entities has somewhat declined over the past year, most likely in 

response to increased crypto-mobilization force generation efforts at the regional 

level. 
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• Russian officials and milbloggers are conducting information operations that 

falsely portray the Georgian opposition's peaceful and legal challenges to the 

conduct of the October 26 parliamentary election results as a Western- and 

Ukrainian-sponsored illegal coup d'état. 

• The Georgian protests have been peaceful and legal - far from the Russian claims 

of an illegal coup. 

• These concerted Russian efforts to baselessly discredit the Georgian pro-Western 

opposition and civil society are part of a common Kremlin tactic aimed at framing 

the valid and legal concerns of pro-Western political entities in the post-Soviet 

space as illegitimate and violent. 

• Ukrainian forces recently advanced in Toretsk, and Russian forces made advanced 

near Kupyansk, Pokrovsk, Kurakhove, and southwest of Donetsk City. 

• The Russian Ministry of Defense (MOD) continues to rely on Russia's prison 

population to replace depleted Russian units on the frontline. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT October 29%2C 2024.png
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• Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

Fighting continued in the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast on October 29, but there were no 

confirmed changes to the frontline. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces 

repelled Ukrainian attacks southeast of Korenevo near Darino and Novoivanovka.[25] Fighting 

continued southeast of Korenevo near Lyubimovka, Nizhny Klin, Novoivanovka, Zeleny Shlyakh, and 

Nikolaevo-Darino and southeast of Sudzha near Plekhovo on October 28 and 29.[26] 

Russian sources did not report ground activity in Glushkovsky Raion west of the main Ukrainian salient 

in Kursk Oblast on October 29. 

Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov claimed on October 29 that unspecified actors conducted a 

drone strike against an empty building at the Russian Spetsnaz University in Gudermes, Chechnya.[27] 

Kadyrov notably did not blame Ukrainian forces for launching the drone and claimed that Chechen 

authorities are investigating the strike.[28] 
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Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/UAF Kursk Incursion October 29%2C 2024.png


8  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)  

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk on 

October 28 and 29 but did not advance.[29] A Ukrainian brigade spokesperson operating in the Kharkiv 

direction reported on October 29 that Russian forces are accumulating poorly trained new recruits and 

that worsening weather conditions and Ukrainian drones are forcing Russian units to operate at 

night.[30] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft October 29%2C 2024.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Kupyansk and west of Svatove amid continued offensive 

operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 29. Geolocated footage published 

on October 29 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced east of Kolisnykivka (southeast of 

Kupyansk) and in a field east of Andriivka (west of Svatove).[31] A Ukrainian battalion commander 

operating near Kupyansk stated on October 29 that Russian forces are trying to gain a foothold on the 

left bank of the Oskil River and that the majority of fighting remains concentrated south of Kupyansk 

near Kruhlyakivka.[32] Russian sources claimed on October 29 that Russian forces advanced near 

Kruhlyakivka, are engaged in heavy fighting 1.5 to five kilometers away from Kupyansk, and are 

approaching the northern outskirts of Terny (northwest of Kreminna).[33] Kharkiv Oblast occupation 

head Vitaly Ganchev, claimed on October 29 that Ukrainian authorities are leaving Kupyansk as 

Russian forces advance towards the city.[34] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 

continued offensive operations north of Kupyansk near Holubivka; northeast of Kupyansk near 

Synkivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Kolisnykivka, Kruhlyakivka, Lozova, Stepova Novoselivka, 

Zahryzove, Berestove, Cherneshchyna, and Novoosynove; southwest of Svatove near Druzhelyubivka 

and Hrekivka; northwest of Kreminna near Terny; and west of Kreminna near Yampolivka, Zarichne, 

and Torske.[35] Elements of the Russian 144th Motorized Rifle Division (20th Combined Arms Army 

[CAA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) are reportedly operating near Terny.[36] 

Russian sources claimed on October 29 that Ukrainian forces struck residential buildings in occupied 

Luhansk City with two missiles of an unknown type, with one source claiming that Ukrainian forces 

either used Storm Shadow or ATACMS missiles.[37] Russian sources claimed that Russian authorities 

evacuated the industrial zone in Kamyanobridskyi Raion following an explosion in the area.[38] ISW 

has not yet observed Ukrainian reporting of the alleged strike and cannot verify the veracity of these 

Russian reports. 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft October 29%2C 2024.png


12  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2024 
 

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Siversk on October 29, but there were no confirmed 

changes to the frontline. Russian forces attacked northeast of Siversk near Bilohorivka; east of Siversk 

near Verkhnokamyanske; southeast of Siversk near Ivano-Darivka; and south of Siversk near Zvanivka 

on October 29.[39] 

Russian forces continued offensive operations near Chasiv Yar and south of Chasiv Yar near Stupochky 

on October 28 and 29, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[40] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft October 29%2C 2024.png
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Ukrainian forces recently regained lost positions in Toretsk amid continued Russian offensive 

operations in the area on October 29. Geolocated footage published on October 29 indicates that 

Ukrainian forces recently regained lost positions along Chervonyi Lane in central Toretsk.[41] Russian 

forces attacked near Toretsk and west of Toretsk near Shcherbynivka on October 28 and 29.[42] 

Elements of the Russian 56th Separate Special Purpose Battalion (51st Combined Arms Army [CAA], 

formerly the 1st Donetsk People’s Republic Army Corps [DNR AC]) are reportedly operating near Niu 

York (south of Toretsk).[43] 
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Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Pokrovsk amid continued offensive operations in the 

area on October 29. Geolocated footage published on October 29 indicates that Russian forces recently 

advanced in western and central Selydove (southeast of Pokrovsk).[44] Additional geolocated footage 

published on October 28 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced in central Novodmytrivka 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk Battle Map Draft October 29%2C 2024.png
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(southeast of Pokrovsk and southeast of Selydove).[45] The Russian MoD claimed that elements of the 

114th Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA) seized Hirnyk (southeast of Pokrovsk and Selydove) and that 

elements of the 30th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd CAA, Central Military District [CMD]), 15th 

Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd CAA), and 433rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (27th Motorized Rifle 

Division, 2nd CAA) seized Selydove.[46] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced 

north and southeast of Novodmytrivka, southwest of Selydove, and south of Hirnyk.[47] ISW has not 

observed confirmation of these Russian claims, however. A Russian source claimed that small groups 

of Ukrainian forces are still operating in western Selydove.[48] Russian forces conducted offensive 

operations southeast of Pokrovsk near Zoryane, Kurakhivka, Kreminna Balka, Novoselydivka, and 

Novodmytrivka on October 28 and 29.[49] An officer of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Pokrovsk 

direction stated on October 29 that the onset of rainy weather is causing Russian drone activity to 

somewhat decrease.[50] Elements of the Russian 27th Motorized Rifle Division (2nd CAA) are 

reportedly operating near Selydove, and elements of the 74th Motorized Rifle Brigade (41st CAA, CMD) 

are reportedly operating near Novotoretske (east of Pokrovsk).[51] 
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Russian forces recently advanced east of Kurakhove amid continued fighting in the area on October 29. 

Geolocated footage published on October 29 indicates that Russian forces recently advanced east of 

Kurakhove after conducting a platoon-sized mechanized assault with three tanks and a demining 

vehicle.[52] The Russian MoD claimed that elements of the 57th Motorized Rifle Regiment (6th 

Motorized Rifle Division, 3rd Army Corps) seized Katerynivka, and a Russian milblogger claimed that 

Russian forces advanced in eastern Kurakove.[53] ISW has not observed confirmation of these claims, 

however. Select Russian sources claimed that fighting is still ongoing for Katerynivka and that Russian 

forces do not control the entire settlement.[54] Russian forces continued offensive operations near 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/East of Pokrovsk Battle Map Draft October 29%2C 2024.png
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Maksymilyanivka, Dalnye, Antonivka, Katerynivka, and Trudove on October 28 and 29.[55] Russian 

sources claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully counterattacked with the support of one tank near 

Kurakhove.[56] Elements of the Russian 255th Motorized Rifle Regiment (20th Motorized Rifle 

Division, 8th CAA, Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating in Katerynivka, and 

elements of the 238th Artillery Brigade (8th CAA) and 5th Tank Brigade (36th CAA, Eastern Military 

District [EMD]) are reportedly operating near Kurakhove.[57] 

Russian forces recently advanced southwest of Donetsk City near Vuhledar amid continued offensive 

operations in the area on October 29. Geolocated footage published on October 29 indicates that 

Russian forces recently advanced northwest of Bohoyavlenka (northwest of Vuhledar) and in southern 

Yasna Polyana (northwest of Vuhledar).[58] The Russian MoD claimed that elements of the 36th 

Motorized Rifle Brigade (36th CAA, EMD), 57th Motorized Rifle Brigade (5th CAA, EMD), and 14th 

Spetsnaz Brigade (Main Directorate of the General Staff of the Russian Armed Forces [GRU]) seized 

Bohoyavlenka.[59] ISW assessed that Russian forces seized Bohoyavlenka as of October 27.[60] 

Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces seized Yasna Polyana and Shakhtarske (southwest of 

Yasna Polyana) and advanced west and east of Bohoyavlenka, in central Novoukrainka (northwest of 

Vuhledar and southeast of Yasna Polyana), and west of Novoukrainka.[61] ISW has not observed 

confirmation of these Russian claims, however. Select Russian sources claimed that Russian forces have 

not seized the entirety of Shakhtarske.[62] Russian forces conducted offensive operations northwest of 

Vuhledar near Novoukrainka, Yasna Polyana, and Shakhtarske, and Bohoyavlenka on October 28 and 

29.[63] Elements of the Russian 5th Tank Brigade (36th CAA) and 40th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific 

Fleet, EMD) are reportedly operating in Yasna Polyana.[64] 
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A Russian source speculated that Russian forces are trying to bypass the Kurakhivske Reservoir 

(northeast of Kurakhove) from the northwest, south, and southwest – likely in order to avoid the 

difficult water terrain and attempt to push Ukrainian forces to withdraw from the Kurakhove area under 

threat of encirclement. The source claimed that Russian forces are trying to advance from 

Novodmytrivka (northwest of Kurakhove) to Andriivka (east of Kurakhove) via Sontsivka (southwest 

of Novodmytrivka ) and Shevchenko (between the Kurakhivske Reservoir and Andriivka).[65] The 

source claimed that Russian forces are also trying to bypass the area south of Kurakhove by advancing 

to Kostyantynopil (east of Kurakhove) from Yasna Polyana (south of Kostyantynopil and northwest of 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka - Marinka Battle Map Draft October 29%2C 2024.png
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Vuhledar). The source claimed that Russian forces are attempting to advance to Uspenivka (south of 

Kurakhove and north of Vuhledar) in order to secure the Russian flank. 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft October 29%2C 2024.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian forces continued ground attacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 29 but did not make 

any confirmed advances. Russian sources claimed on October 29 that Russian forces broke through 

Ukrainian defenses north of Robotyne and are advancing towards Novodanylivka and Mala Tokmachka 

(north and northeast of Robotyne, respectively).[66] ISW has not observed confirmation of recent 

Russian advances north of Robotyne, however. 

 

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces continued ground attacks in the Dnipro 

direction, likely referring to east (left) bank Kherson Oblast and the islands of the Dnipro River Delta, 

on October 28 and 29.[67] A Russian milblogger claimed on October 29 that Ukrainian forces are 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft October 29%2C 2024.png
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mining waterways between the Dnipro River Delta islands and are disrupting Russian efforts to rearm 

and rotate units.[68] Elements of the Russian 28th Motorized Rifle Regiment (70th Motorized Rifle 

Division, 18th CAA, Southern Military District [SMD]) and the 76th Airborne (VDV) Division are 

reportedly operating in the Kherson direction and near Krynky, respectively.[69] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 29%2C 2024.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a mid-sized drone and ballistic missile strike against Ukraine on the night of 

October 28 to 29. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched one Iskander-M 

ballistic missile from occupied Crimea towards Kryvyi Rih, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, and 48 drones 

(including Shaheds and unspecified drone models) from Oryol and Kursk oblasts.[70] Ukraine's Air 

Force reported that Ukrainian forces shot down 26 drones over Kyiv, Cherkasy, Vinnytsia, Zhytomyr, 

Khmelnytskyi, Sumy, Chernihiv and Poltava oblasts, that 20 drones got "lost," likely due to electronic 

warfare (EW) interference, and that one flew back into Russian airspace. Russian drones damaged 

civilian infrastructure in the Solomyanskyi and Svyatoshynskyi raions of Kyiv City.[71] Dnipropetrovsk 

Oblast Head Serhii Lysak reported that the Iskander-M ballistic missile damaged residential 

infrastructure in Kryvyi Rih, wounding 11 and killing one.[72] 

Russian forces also targeted Kharkiv City with a Grom-E1 hybrid air-launched guided missile on the 

morning of October 29.[73] Ukrainian Kharkiv Oblast official sources reported that the strike damaged 

residential and other civilian infrastructure in Osnovyanskyi Raion and killed four citizens.[74] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

The Russian MOD continues to rely on Russia's prison population to replace depleted Russian units on 

the frontline. Ukraine’s Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on October 29 that 

Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov signed an order on October 10 authorizing the formation of 

Russian assault units in the Russian 1435th Motorized Rifle Regiment (27th Motorized Rifle Brigade, 

1st Guards Tank Army, Moscow Military District [MMD]) and the Russian 1437th Motorized Rifle 

Regiment (15th Motorized Rifle Brigade, 2nd Combined Arms Army [CAA], Central Military District 

[CMD]) composed of Russian convicts afflicted with Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C.[75] The GUR reported 

that approximately 1,500 prisoners out of the 10,000 total prisoners affected with Hepatitis B and 

Hepatitis C expressed interest in joining Russian assault units. ISW has previously reported on Russian 

efforts to mobilize those who are partially or completely medically unfit in order to boost military 

recruitment efforts, as well as Russia's various convict recruitment schemes.[76] 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)  

Nothing significant to report. 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

ISW is not publishing reporting on activities in Russian-occupied areas today. 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 

Group activity in Belarus) 
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Russian First Deputy Prime Minister Denis Manturov and Belarusian Prime Minster Roman 

Golovchenko met in Belarus on October 29 and discussed import substitution projects and cooperation 

in aircraft manufacturing – particularly for components of Il-76 transport cargo aircraft and Tu-214 

passenger aircraft.[77] 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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