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Russia appears to be relying on several countries, including India, Serbia, and the
People’s Republic of China (PRC), as part of its efforts to evade Western sanctions. The
Financial Times (FT) reported on September 4, citing leaks from Russian state correspondence, that
Russia’s Industry and Trade Ministry devised a plan to spend nearly $1 billion on securing critical
electronic components in October 2022, which reportedly included the possibility of building facilities
in India to gain access to such components.[1] FT reported that the leaked documents reveal that Russia
has been covertly acquiring sensitive dual-use electronics from India with “significant reserves” of
Indian rupees amassed by Russian banks from increasing oil sales to India. The extent to which Russia
has implemented this plan remains unclear, although ISW assesses Russia is engaged in a wider effort
to evade Western sanctions and procure sanctioned electronic components and machinery necessary
for Russia's defense industry production via foreign actors.[2]

Russian President Vladimir Putin met with Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Aleksandar Vulin on
September 4 on the sidelines of the Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in Vladivostok, Primorsky Krai.[3]
Putin and Vulin discussed the removal of bilateral trade barriers to reverse declining trade levels, and
Vulin stated that Serbia will not impose sanctions on Russia and will not allow its territory to be used
for “anti-Russian” actions. Vulin’s comment may have been intended in part to avert some of Putin’s
annoyance following Serbia’s recent purchase of 12 Rafale jets from France in a likely effort to diversify
the country’s arms suppliers away from Russia.[4] Putin stated that he hopes to see Serbian President
Aleksandar Vucic at the upcoming October 2024 BRICS summit in Kazan.[5] Putin also met PRC Vice
President Han Zheng on September 4 and emphasized that the EEF serves as a valuable platform for
enhancing mutual understanding and fostering Russia—PRC economic cooperation.[6] Kremlin
Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov stated on September 3 that Putin briefed PRC officials about the outcomes
of his recent trip to Mongolia, during which Putin emphasized growing regional trade and cooperation
with the PRC and Mongolia.[7] ISW has previously observed indications that foreign companies and
banks, including in the PRC, have been increasingly reluctant to conduct transactions with Russian
actors due to fears of Western secondary sanctions, which could be affecting Russia's sanctions evasion
efforts.[8]

Russian forces struck civilian infrastructure in Lviv City, Lviv Oblast and Kryvyi Rih,
Dnipropetrovsk Oblast during another mid-sized combined drone and missile strike on
the night of September 3 to 4. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched two
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Kh-47 Kinzhal aeroballistic missiles from MiG-31K aircraft over Tula Oblast; two Kh-22 cruise missiles
from Tu-22M3 strategic bombers over the Black Sea; six Kh-101 cruise missiles from Tu-95 strategic
bombers from Volgograd Oblast airspace; three Iskander-K cruise missiles from occupied Crimea; and
29 Shahed-136/131 drones from launch areas in Kursk Oblast.[9] Ukrainian forces shot down four Kh-
101 missiles, three Iskander-K missiles, and 22 Shahed drones; six other Shaheds did not reach their
targets likely due to Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) suppression, and one Shahed flew into
Belarusian airspace. Russian missiles struck civilian objects in both Kryvyi Rih and Lviv City, wounding
and killing civilians. Kryvyi Rih City Head Oleksandr Vilkul stated that the Russian strike on Kryvyi Rih
damaged a hotel in the city center, apartment buildings, four educational institutions, and other civilian
facilities and wounded up to six people.[10] Russian missiles also struck Lviv City and Kkilled seven
civilians, including two children, and damaged up to 188 buildings, including residential and historical
heritage buildings as well as schools.[11] International humanitarian law forbids strikes on civilian
objects (defined as any object that does not have an explicit military purpose or objective), and
furthermore prohibits strikes that indiscriminately target both military and civilian objects.[12]
Russian sources attempted to justify the strikes as targeting military objects, but under international
law even strikes on military objects do not justify indiscriminate collateral harm to civilians or civilian
objects.[13]

Ukrainian authorities are investigating another report of apparent Russian war crimes
against Ukrainian soldiers. The Ukrainian Prosecutor General's Office reported on September 3
that the Donetsk Oblast Prosecutor's Office launched a pre-trial investigation into footage published on
a Telegram channel purportedly showing Russian forces executing three Ukrainian servicemen point-
blank near Toretsk after they had clearly surrendered and been disarmed.[14] ISW cannot
independently verify the footage. Attacking soldiers who are hors de combat, specifically those who
have clearly expressed an intention to surrender, is a violation of Article 41 of the Geneva Convention
on the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflict.[15]

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz announced on September 4 that Germany will provide
17 additional IRIS-T air defense systems to Ukraine by 2026.[16] Scholz stated that Germany
has already delivered seven IRIS-T systems previously pledged to Ukraine and that Germany will send
four of the 17 additional systems by the end of 2024. A German government official told Bloomberg on
September 4 that Ukraine will receive 12 medium-range and 12 shorter-range IRIS-T systems from
Germany by 2026.[17] Other European countries also continue to demonstrate their support for
Ukraine. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and Irish Taoiseach (Prime Minister) Simon Harris
signed a ten-year bilateral agreement on support and co-operation on September 4 during Harris' visit
to Kyiv.[18] The agreement stipulates that Ireland will continue diplomatic efforts promoting Ukraine's
peace formula, security support, and the provision of non-lethal military aid to Ukraine.[19]

Ukrainian officials announced a series of resignations and appointments among senior
members of the Ukrainian cabinet on September 3 and 4. Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada
Chairperson Ruslan Stefanchuk announced on September 3 and 4 that Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba, Strategic Industries Minister Oleksandr Kamyshin, Deputy Prime Minister for
European Integration Olha Stefanishyna, Deputy Prime Minister for Reintegration of Temporarily
Occupied Territory Iryna Vereshchuk, State Property Fund Head Vitaliy Koval, Justice Minister Denys
Maliuska, and Ecology Minister Ruslan Strilets submitted their resignation letters.[20] Vereshchuk and
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Kamyshin will both reportedly transition to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's office, and the
Verkhovna Rada is still considering several of the resignations.[21] Zelensky responded to the
reshuffling on September 3 and stated that he intends to "weight" areas of Ukraine's foreign and
domestic policy differently in the future.[22]

Key Takeaways:

Russia appears to be relying on several countries, including India, Serbia, and the
People’s Republic of China (PRC), as part of its efforts to evade Western sanctions.

Russian forces struck civilian infrastructure in Lviv City, Lviv Oblast and Kryvyi
Rih, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast during another mid-sized combined drone and missile
strike on the night of September 3 to 4.

Ukrainian authorities are investigating another report of apparent Russian war
crimes against Ukrainian soldiers.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz announced on September 4 that Germany will
provide 17 additional IRIS-T air defense systems to Ukraine by 2026.

Ukrainian officials announced a series of resignations and appointments among
senior members of the Ukrainian cabinet on September 3 and 4.

Ukrainian forces reportedly made marginal advances in Kursk Oblast amid
continued fighting throughout the Ukrainian salient on September 4.

Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Pokrovsk and southwest of Donetsk
City, and Ukrainian forces recently regained positions west of Donetsk City.

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) continues to portray itself as suitably
addressing its obligations towards Russian veterans of the war in Ukraine.
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* Assessed Russian advances are areas where ISW assesses Russian forces have operated in or launched
attacks against but do not control.

4 Institute for the Study of War and AET’s Critical Threats Project 2024


https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT September 4%2C 2024.png

We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian
violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

o Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation
o Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts)

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border
with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City

e Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push
westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast

o Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast
o Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis

e Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign

o Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts

o Russian Technological Adaptations

o Activities in Russian-occupied areas

o Ukrainian Defense Industrial Base Efforts

o Russian Information Operations and Narratives

« Significant Activity in Belarus

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation

Ukrainian forces reportedly made marginal advances in Kursk Oblast amid continued fighting
throughout the Ukrainian salient on September 4. A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces
advanced in fields southeast of Durovka (east of Korenevo) and along the 38K-030 road southeast of
Koreveno itself.[23] Russian milbloggers also claimed that Russian forces withdrew from positions in
Malaya Loknya (northwest of Sudzha), consistent with previous Russian claims that a small contingent
of Russian forces had been attempting to hold positions within Malaya Loknya.[24] Russian sources
claimed that fighting otherwise continued in the Korenevo and Sudzha directions, particularly near
Cherkasskoye Porechnoye and Martynovka (northeast of Sudzha).[25] Elements of the Russian 56th
Airborne (VDV) Regiment (7th VDV Division), 11th VDV Brigade, 810th Naval Infantry Brigade (Black
Sea Fleet [BSF]), 30th Motorized Rifle Regiment (72nd Motorized Rifle Division, 44th Army Corps
[AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]), and Chechen "Akhmat" Spetsnaz reportedly continue to
operate in Kursk Oblast.[26]
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Ukrainian Incursion into Kursk Oblast

as of September 4, 2024, 3:00 PM ET
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Note: The Claimed Limit of Ukrainian Advances layer depicts territory that Russian sources claim are Ukrainian-occupied
when there is no observed contradictory evidence that could disprove the Russian claims.
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Russian Main Effort — Eastern Ukraine

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 — Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push
Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach
to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)

Limited positional engagements continued in northern Kharkiv Oblast on September 4, but there were
no confirmed changes to the frontline in this area. Russian and Ukrainian sources stated that fighting
continued in Vovchansk (northeast of Kharkiv City) and near Lyptsi and Hlyboke (both north of Kharkiv
City).[27] Ukraine's Kharkiv Group of Forces reported on September 4 that the Russian military
command put forward Russian units on alert near Hlyboke and ordered the units to track and destroy
Ukrainian drones.[28] Elements of the Russian 7th Motorized Rifle Regiment (11th Army Corps [AC],
Leningrad Military District [LMD]) reportedly continue to operate near Lukyantsi (north of Kharkiv

City).[29]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 — Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and
northern Donetsk Oblast)

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on
September 4, but did not make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued ground attacks
northeast of Kupyansk near Synkivka; northwest of Svatove near Hlushkivka, Stelmakhivka, Pishchane,
Berestove, and towards Lozova; west of Svatove near Myasozharivka; southwest of Svatove near
Druzhelyubivka Novosadove, Nevske, Makiivka, and Hrekivka; and west of Kreminna near Torske on
September 3 and 4.[30] Elements of the Russian 375th Separate Anti-Tank Artillery Battalion (47th
Tank Division, 1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) are reportedly
operating in the Kupyansk direction.[31]
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 — Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas)

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Siversk direction on September 4 but did not make
any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued ground attacks northeast of Siversk near
Bilohorivka; east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske; southeast of Siversk near Ivano-Darivka and
Spirne; and south of Siversk near Pereizne and Rozdolivka on September 3 and 4.[32]
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Note: A Russian source claimed on September 3 that Russian forees advanced up to 5.78 kilometers wide and
up to 4.17 kilometers deep west of Pavlivka.
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Chasiv Yar direction on September 4 but did not
make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued ground attacks near Chasiv Yar and southeast
of Chasiv Yar near Klishchiivka, Andriivka, and Kurdyumivka on September 3 and 4.[33] Elements of
the Russian 4th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd Luhansk People's Republic Army Corps [LNR AC]) and
Chechen "Akhmat" Spetsnaz reportedly continue operating south of Chasiv Yar.[34]
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Russian forces continued offensive operations near Toretsk on September 4 but did not make any
confirmed advances. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced in eastern Toretsk and
seized the remainer of Druzhba (northeast of Toretsk), although ISW has not observed visual
confirmation of these claims.[35] Russian forces continued ground attacks near Toretsk; northeast of
Toretsk near Druzhba; south of Toretsk near Niu York and Nelipivka; and southwest of Toretsk near
Shcherbynivka on September 3 and 4.[36] A Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the Russian
oth Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly the 1st Donetsk People's
Republic Army Corps [DNR AC]) seized Niu York and are currently operating near Nelipivka, although
ISW has not yet observed visual evidence confirming that Russian forces have seized the entirety of Niu
York.[37]
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Pokrovsk direction amid continued offensive operations in the
area on September 4. Geolocated footage published on September 4 indicates that Russian forces
recently advanced south of Novohrodivka and marginally advanced west of Mykolaivka (both southeast
of Pokrovsk).[38] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces seized Karlivka
(further southeast of Pokrovsk) as of September 4, although ISW assesses that Russian forces seized
the settlement by August 30.[39] A Ukrainian brigade reported on September 4 that one of its battalions
and elements of another Ukrainian brigade operating in the Pokrovsk direction repelled a roughly
reinforced platoon-sized Russian mechanized assault in an unspecified area in the Pokrovsk
direction.[40] Russian forces continued offensive operations east of Pokrovsk near Vozdvyzhenka,
Zelene Pole, Myrolyubivka, Hrodivka, Krutyi Yar, and Novotoretske and southeast of Pokrovsk near
Novohrodivka, Selydove, Mykhailivka, Zhelanne Pershe, Ukrainsk, and Halytsynivka on September 3
and 4.[41] Elements of the Russian "Somali" Battalion of the 9th Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA,
formerly 1st DNR AC) are reportedly operating near Karlivka.[42] Other elements of the gth Motorized
Rifle Brigade are operating in the Toretsk direction, as mentioned above.
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Ukrainian forces recently regained lost positions west of Donetsk City amid continued Russian
offensive operations in the area on September 4. Geolocated footage published on September 4
indicates that Ukrainian forces recently regained positions in eastern Maksymilyanivka.[43] Ukranian
military officials reported on September 3 that Ukrainian forces repelled a company-sized Russian
mechanized assault in an unspecified area in the Kurakhove direction.[44] The Ukrainian brigade that
repelled the Russian mechanized assault reported that Russian forces simultaneously attacked from
three directions with a total of 10 armored vehicles and that Ukrainian artillery, mortar, and drone
strikes and small arms fire damaged or destroyed six of these vehicles, while a mine damaged
another.[45] Russian forces continued ground attacks west of Donetsk City near Krasnohorivka and
Heorhiivka on September 3 and 4.[46]

Russian forces recently advanced southwest of Donetsk City amid continued Russian offensive
operations in the area on September 4. Geolocated footage published on September 4 indicates that
Russian forces advanced north of Paraskoviivka (northeast of Vuhledar along the T-0524 road) during
a reinforced company-sized Russian mechanized assault in the area.[47] Additional geolocated footage
published on September 4 indicates that Russian forces advanced along the Velyka Novosilka-Pavlivka
T-0509 highway southeast of Prechystivka (west of Vuhledar).[48] The Russian MoD and other Russian
sources claimed that Russian forces seized Prechystivka and advanced in the fields west of the
settlement, although ISW has not observed visual evidence that Russian force are operating within the
settlement.[49] Russian milbloggers also claimed that Russian forces advanced near Mylnyi Pond south
of Vodyane (northeast of Vuhledar), although ISW has not observed visual evidence confirming this
claim.[50] Russian forces continued attacking near Kostyantynivka (northeast of Vuhledar), Vodyane
Vuhledar, and Prechystivka on September 3 and 4.[51] Several Russian milbloggers claimed that
Russian forces have intensified artillery strikes against Vuhledar but argued that Russian forces should
not conduct frontal assaults in the Pavlivka-Vuhledar area given that Russian forces previously
conducted heavily attritional and unsuccessful assaults in the area in 2023.[52] ISW also reported on
unsuccessful and attritional Russian assaults in this area in late 2022.[53] Elements of the Russian 40th
Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly operating near
Prechystivka.[54]

A Russian milblogger claimed on September 4 that Russian forces are attempting to push Ukrainian
forces from positions north of Pryyutne (south of Velyka Novosilka) in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast
border area.[55]

Russian Supporting Effort — Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes)

Fighting continued in western Zaporizhia Oblast near Robotyne, Novoandriivka (northwest of
Robotyne), and Mala Tokmachka (northeast of Robotyne) on September 3 and 4, but there were no
confirmed changes to the frontline.[56] Elements of the Russian 70th Motorized Rifle Regiment (42nd
Motorized Rifle Division, 58th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) and
elements of the Russian 22nd Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff Main Directorate [GRU]) are
reportedly operating in western Zaporizhia Oblast.[57]
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Russian state media seized on International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Rafael
Mariano Grossi's visit to the Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) on
September 4 to reiterate unsubstantiated claims that Ukrainian forces are endangering the ZNPP. The
IAEA published a report about the ZNPP on September 4, in which Grossi stated that the situation at
the ZNPP “very fragile” amid claims that shelling near the ZNPP damaged the facility’s external power
lines in August 2024.[58] Grossi also met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on September
3 and vowed to expand the IAEA’s nuclear safety assistance to Ukraine.[59] Russian state newswire
TASS seized on Grossi's September 4 visit to the ZNPP and claimed that Grossi asked Russian
occupation officials to provide precise coordinates and trajectories of the shelling to identify the party
responsible for supposed strikes on the ZNPP.[60] Russian State Atomic Energy Corporation Rosatom
CEO Alexei Likhachev urged the TAEA to "honestly” report on drone strikes and shelling of the
ZNPP.[61]

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted attacks in the Dnipro direction,
likely referring to east (left) bank Kherson Oblast and the Dnipro River delta islands on September 3
and 4.[62] Elements of the Russian 28th Motorized Rifle Regiment (70th Motorized Rifle Division, 18th
Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating in the
Kherson direction.[63]
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Note: The Ukrainian counteroffensive layer displays areas previously assigned to the Russian control,
Russian advances, or Russian claims layers where ISW now assesses that Ukrainian forces have
established a presence beyond a short-term raid. Inclusion of an area on this layer does not imply that
ISW assesses that the area is part of any upcoming Ukrainian counteroffensive operation.
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The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on September 4 that Russian forces repelled four
Ukrainian naval drones and downed one aerial done over the northwestern Black Sea.[64] The Russian
MoD also claimed on September 4 that Russian Black Sea Fleet (BSF) helicopters destroyed four
additional Ukrainian naval drones heading towards occupied Crimea.[65]

Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military
and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)

See topline text.

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat
power without conducting general mobilization)

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) continues to portray itself as suitably addressing its obligations
towards Russian veterans of the war in Ukraine. Russian State Secretary and Deputy Defense Minister
Anna Tsivileva met with Ulyanovsk Oblast Governor Alexei Russkikh on September 4 and highlighted
the importance of government support for Russian military personnel from Ulyanovsk Oblast.[66]
Tsivileva emphasized the importance of improving local military medical care facilities and providing
social guarantees for Russian servicemembers. Tsivileva also noted that the Russian government is
building housing for members of the 104th Guards Airborne (VDV) Division and their family members
in Ulyanovsk Oblast.

Russian President Vladimir Putin inspected the Primorsky Flotilla (Pacific Fleet) during his visit to
Vladivostok, Primorsky Krai on September 4.[67]

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological
innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)

Nothing significant to report.

Ukrainian Defense Industrial Efforts (Ukrainian objective: Develop its defense
industrial base to become more self-sufficient in cooperation with US, European, and
international partners)

ISW is suspending publishing coverage of Ukrainian defense industrial efforts until further notice.

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems)

ISW is not publishing coverage of occupied areas today.

Russian Information Operations and Narratives

Ukrainian officials continue to identify and address Russian efforts to undermine the stability of the
Ukrainian government and society. The Ukrainian Kharkiv Group of Forces warned on September 4
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that Russian sources are seizing on the recent Russian strike against Poltava City to demoralize and sow
panic among Ukrainians.[68] Ukraine's Security Service (SBU) reported on September 3 that the SBU
detained two information technology (IT) specialists for aiding two Russian bot farms based in Poltava
Oblast and Transcarpathia.[69] The SBU reported that the bots were conducting information
operations intended to destabilize Ukraine and discredit the Ukrainian military.

A pro-Russian English-language Telegram channel amplified a fabricated video imitating the style of
ISW's Briefing Room videos and attributing a fabricated quote to an ISW analyst on September 3.[70]
The video may have been created by another Russian news aggregator that appears to frequently
amplify and interact with prominent Russian milbloggers. This video and any similarly fabricated
videos do not accurately reflect ISW's assessments or views, and followers should check ISW's official
channels to verify the authenticity of any post.

The US Department of Justice (DOJ) announced on September 4 that US officials are seizing 32 internet
domains used in Russian government-affiliated information campaigns aimed at "reducing
international support for Ukraine, bolstering pro-Russian policies and interests, and influencing voters
in the US and other foreign elections."[71] The US DOJ reported that senior Russian officials, including
Russian Presidential Administration Deputy Head Sergei Kiriyenko, directed Russian companies to use
these internet domains to influence US policy and elections through social media posts.

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner
Group activity in Belarus)

Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets outlined the current force composition of
Belarusian forces near the Ukrainian border and concluded that Belarus currently lacks the capability
to launch an invasion into Ukraine from its territory.[72] Mashovets stated that there are two
"operational-tactical groups" based out of Belarus's Gomel Oblast (bordering Ukraine) — the "Viking"
and "Volat" groups — that would ostensibly be the formations that Belarus would activate in the case of
a hypothetical invasion of Ukraine. Mashovets noted that these two formations have a maximum of
3,000 personnel combined and reported that there are about 1,000 Russian personnel also deployed
with these Belarusian formations, including around 40 officers from the Leningrad Military District
(LMD) and limited elements of the Russian 11th Air Force and Air Defense Army and 43rd
Communications Center of the Russian Navy.[73] Mashovets concluded that the current joint
Belarusian and Russian force disposition in Belarus is insufficient for a sustained Belarusian invasion
of Ukraine, consistent with ISW's long-standing assessment on the exceedingly low likelihood of a
Belarusian invasion of Ukraine.[74]

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided
in the endnotes of each update.
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