
   
 

   
 

Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, August 1 
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August 1, 7 pm ET 
 
Click here to see ISW's interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is updated daily 
alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Russian forces are reportedly continuing to transfer troops from northern Donetsk Oblast to support 
defensive positions in southern Ukraine and may be halting the Slovyansk campaign for the time being. 
The Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence (GUR) Representative Vadym Skibitsky stated that Russian forces 
withdrew airborne tactical groups from Donetsk Oblast and redeployed the units to occupied Kherson 
Oblast territories two weeks ago.1 Skibitsky added that Russian forces are also redeploying elements of 
the Eastern Military District (EMD) operating in Slovyansk to southern Ukraine and are transferring a large 
number of troops to Crimea to prepare to defend occupied Kherson and/or Zaporizhia Oblasts against 
Ukrainian counteroffensives. The UK Defense Ministry also noted that Russian forces likely identified 
Zaporizhia Oblast as a vulnerable front in need of reinforcement, and the Ukrainian General Staff reported 
that Russian forces are regrouping in Zaporizhia Oblast.2 Social media footage has showed Russian forces 
moving equipment and personnel to both Zaporizhia and Kherson Oblasts in recent weeks.3 
 
The Russian withdrawal of some troops from northern Donetsk Oblast will deprive the Slovyansk effort 
of necessary combat power, in the same way that Russian forces neglected the Zaporizhia and Kherson 
Oblasts fronts during offensive operations in Luhansk Oblast. The withdrawal will likely create an 
opportunity for Ukrainian forces to launch a counteroffensive on the Izyum axis, just as Russian capture 
of Luhansk Oblast allowed Ukraine to set conditions for a counteroffensive in Kherson Oblast. The Russian 
redeployment of troops to Zaporizhia Oblast also suggests that Ukrainian counteroffensives are not 
confined to Kherson Oblast and will likely take place throughout the southern axis. 
 
ISW assesses that Russian forces were responsible for the killing of 53 Ukrainian POWs in an explosion 
at a Russian-controlled prison in Olenivka, Donetsk Oblast on July 28. Two US officials anonymously 
confirmed to Politico on August 1 that no traces of US-provided High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems 
όILa!w{ύΣ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜ ŀǊǘƛƭƭŜǊȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ǎƛǘŜΦ4 The Kremlin alleges that 
Ukraine fired HIMARS and precision-guided rockets to kill Ukrainian POWs and deter Ukrainian defectors. 
Satellite and other imagery from the site indicate that the attack only damaged one building, did not 
collapse the walls of that building, and did not leave any shell craters in the vicinity, very strongly 
suggesting that the destruction of the prison was the result of either a precision strike or an internally 
planted incendiary or explosive.5 hƴŜ ¦{ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘƻƭŘ tƻƭƛǘƛŎƻ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ 
ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ YȅƛǾΦέ LŦ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ƘŀŘ ǳǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ILa!w{ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
attack would almost certainly have left collateral damage around the facility, including craters and other 
damaged buildings. Given the US assessment that HIMARS were not used in the attack, ISW assesses that 
Russia was responsible for this attack on Ukrainian POWs in violation of the Geneva Conventions. 
 
Key Takeaways 

¶ ISW assesses that Russian forces were responsible for the July 28 attack on the Olenivka prison 
that killed 53 Ukrainian POWs; two anonymous US officials confirmed that there is no evidence 
that Ukrainian forces used US-provided HIMARS, some of the only munitions Ukraine has that 
are precise enough to do the kind of limited damage seen in satellite and other imagery, to 
strike the prison. 

https://arcg.is/09O0OS


   
 

   
 

¶ Russian forces are transferring elements of the Eastern Military District (EMD) from the 
Slovyansk area to support defensive positions along the Southern Axis. 

¶ Russian forces did not conduct any offensive operations north of Slovyansk or around Siversk. 

¶ Russian forces conducted unsuccessful ground assaults on settlements south and southeast of 
Bakhmut. 

¶ Russian proxy authorities did not claim any territorial gains near Avdiivka as Russian forces 
launched unsuccessful ground assaults on Avdiivka and Pisky. 

¶ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά!ǘŀƭέ 
Volunteer Battalion of the Republic of Chuvashia. 

¶ The Kremlin is likely prioritizing propaganda and sham referenda over the welfare of Ukrainian 
civilians in occupied Ukrainian territories.  

¶ Russian occupation forces are likely increasing efforts to deter and suppress partisan 
movements in occupied territories as partisan attacks on Russian officials and Ukrainian 
collaborators continue. 

 



   
 

   
 

 



   
 

   
 

 
We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because those activities are well-covered in Western 
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We will 
continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and 
population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even though we do not 
describe them in these reports. 
 

¶ Main EffortτEastern Ukraine (comprised of one subordinate and two supporting efforts); 

¶ Subordinate Main EffortτEncirclement of Ukrainian Troops in the Cauldron between Izyum and 

Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts 

¶ Supporting Effort 1τKharkiv City 
¶ Supporting Effort 2τSouthern Axis 

¶ Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

¶ Activities in Russian-occupied Areas 

 
Main EffortτEastern Ukraine 
 



   
 

   
 

 



   
 

   
 

 
Subordinate Main EffortτSouthern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts (Russian objective: Encircle 
Ukrainian forces in Eastern Ukraine and capture the entirety of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, the 
ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǇǊƻȄƛŜǎ ƛƴ 5ƻƴōŀǎύ 
 
Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to advance southwest of Izyum and continued to shell 
settlements on the Kharkiv City-Izyum line on August 1. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 
Ukrainian forces repelled a Russian reconnaissance-in-force operation near Mazanivka, about 22km due 
southwest of Izyum.6 Russian forces also shelled Chepil, Husarivka, Nortsivka, and Protopivka (northwest 
of Izyum) and Hrushuvakha, Ridne, Virnopillya, Dibrovne, and Barvinkove (west and southwest of Izyum).7 
Geolocated footage of Ukrainian forces destroying Russian infantry fighting vehicles about 20km 
northwest of Izyum published on August 1 suggests that Russian forces may also be attempting to advance 
west of Izyum.8 Continued shelling westward may indicate that Russian forces may be setting conditions 
seize more settlements in greater Kharkiv Oblast, as opposed to defeating Ukrainian strongholds in 
Slovyansk.9 The Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) also reported that Russian forces 
are withdrawing elements of the Eastern Military District (EMD) committed to the Slovyansk effort and 
transferring them to support defensive positions in southern Ukraine.10 
 
Russian forces did not conduct offensive operations north of Slovyansk or around Siversk on August 1. 
Russian forces reportedly shelled Adamivka, Dolyna, and Krasnopillya northwest of Slovyansk.11 The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces did not attack any settlements in Siversk area due to 
ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŀƭŜ ƛƴ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ έǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƭƻǎǎŜǎέ ƻŦ ƳŀƴǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ12 
ISW has previously assessed that Russian offensive operations in this area would likely culminate in part 
because Russian commanders did not take enough time to reconstitute forces exhausted by the seizures 
of Severodonetsk and Lysychansk.13 Ukrainian forces have reportedly struck a Russian headquarters 
building in Pervomaisk, about 10km due east of Popasna.14 
 
Russian forces continued to launch unsuccessful assaults on settlements southeast and northeast of 
Bakhmut. The Ukrainian General Staff noted that Ukrainian forces neutralized a Russian reconnaissance-
in-force attempt in Yakovlivka and an assault on Soledar, about 17km and 13km northeast of Bakhmut, 
respectively.15 Russian forces also launched an assault on Vershyna (approximately 12km southeast of 
Bakhmut) and attempted to improve tactical positions around Bakhmut, but were unsucessful and 
retreated.16 Russian Telegram channel Voennyi Osvedomitel published footage of destroyed vehicles in a 
field, claiming that Russian forces are within two kilometers of Bakhmut.17 ISW cannot independently 
ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ .ŀƪƘƳǳǘΩǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƛŦ ±ƻŜƴƴȅƛ hǎǾŜŘƻƳƛǘŜƭΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΦ 
Russian Telegram channel Z Kraken also claimed that fighting is ongoing east of Bakhmut.18  
 
Russian forces continued offensive operations around Avdiivka and resumed assaults west of Donetsk City 
on August 1. Russian forces unsuccessfully attacked Avdiivka and Pisky and then withdrew.19 Russian proxy 
authorities and military correspondents did not claim any new territorial gains around Avdiivka on August 
1.20 Social media footage showed large clouds of smoke in Avdiivka, reportedly after Russian artillery fire 
in the area.21 Russian forces also attempted to conduct a reconnaissance-in-force operation in Mariinka, 
but Ukrainian forces neutralized the reconnaissance group and forced it to retreat.22 
 



   
 

   
 

 



   
 

   
 

Supporting Effort #1τKharkiv City (Russian objective: Defend ground lines of communication (GLOCs) 
to Izyum and prevent Ukrainian forces from reaching the Russian border) 
 
Russian forces conducted a limited and unsuccessful reconnaissance-in-force operation in an unspecified 
area on the Kharkiv City Axis on August 1. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 
withdrew after attempting a reconnaissance-in-force attempt in an unspecified area on the Kharkiv City 
Axis.23 The Derhachi City reported that fighting continued near Dementiivka, and it is possible that Russian 

forces attempted the unsuccessful reconnaissance-in-force operation northwest of Kharkiv City.24 Russian 
forces launched an airstrike on Mospanove, approximately 55km southeast of Kharkiv City, and 
maintained artillery fire on Kharkiv City and settlements to the north, northeast, and southeast.25  
 



   
 

   
 

 


