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June 08-15: As ISIS attacks in Iraq 
continue, Syrian regime airstrikes 
against ISIS positions in Eastern 
Syria escalate. Since June 8 there 
have been five confirmed Syrian 
regime airstrikes against ISIS 
positions in ar-Raqqa, Deir ez-Zour, 
and Hasaka provinces, including 
strikes against ISIS HQs in ar-Raqqa 
city. 

June 12: Syrian opposition groups 
launched an offensive on regime troops 
and Hezbollah fighters in the town of 
Rankous in Qalamoun near the 
Syria-Lebanon border, eventually 
gaining entry into the town and 
reportedly killing a number of regime 
soldiers and Hezbollah militants. 

June 12:  Rebel groups in northern 
Aleppo, including an Ahrar al-Sham 
battalion and SMC-affiliated Liwa 
Ahrar Souria, announced a new 
military operation against the Shi’a 
villages of Nebul and Zahra, north of 
Aleppo city. �e groups have titled 
the new operations room “Echo of 
Shahba.”

June 10: JN and IF fighters seized 
the villages of Tel Sha’ir, Tel Bital, 
Tel Jijan, al-Khalifatli, and Hawzan 
from ISIS in northeastern Aleppo 
Province. Initial reports indicate 
these villages have been seized in an 
attempt to cut the al Bab – al Ra’ii 
road. 

June 11-13: Opposition forces regained control over a supply road 
between Jisreen and the eastern Ghouta Damascus suburb of 
Mleiha. According to unconfirmed social media reports, rebels were 
able to reopen the Otaybah road into southern Syria. Rebel forces 
also clashed with regime forces in Jobar near the Abbasid Square in 
the “Breaking the Walls of Damascus” battle. Jaysh al-Islam 
published photos indicating that its leader Zahran Aloush is 
personally leading the offensive. 
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ISIS operations in Iraq are having an impact in Syria. Opposition groups are capitalizing on the redeployment of pro-regime and ISIS forces to make gains in 
Qalamoun and Damascus and to launch o�ensive operations in Aleppo. ISIS uses eastern Syria as a ‘deep-rear’ for its Iraq campaign as well as to support 
operations inside of Syria. Since ISIS’s seizure of Mosul, the Syrian regime has escalated attacks against ISIS strong-points in eastern Syria. 
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