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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study 

of War (ISW) are publishing multiple updates daily to provide analysis on the war with Iran. The 

morning update will focus on the exchange of fire between Iran and Israel. The evening update will 

be more comprehensive, covering events over the past 24-hour period and refining items discussed in 

the morning update. 

Key Takeaways 

• The IDF struck several nuclear facilities, including the Arak Heavy Water Reactor in Markazi 

Province. Iran could use this reactor to support the production of plutonium-based nuclear 

weapons. The IDF also struck a storage facility linked to the Iranian nuclear program in Natanz, 

Esfahan Province. 

• The IDF has struck at least six Iranian Ghadir radars since June 12, according to commercially 

available satellite imagery. Ghadir radars reportedly have the ability to detect aircraft from 1,100 

kilometers away. 

• An Iranian ballistic missile struck the Soroka Medical Center in Beersheba. Iranian ballistic 

missile attacks on Israel since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff have injured over 200 individuals. The 

Israeli defense minister warned that Israel will intensify its attacks on Iran following the strike 

on the Soroka Medical Center. 

CTP-ISW has observed fewer reports of Israeli airstrikes from social media accounts 

based in Iran, which likely reflects widespread internet disruptions in Iran rather than 

an actual decrease in Israeli airstrikes. An internet monitoring group reported that Iran is 

currently facing a near-total internet shutdown.[1] 

 

 

The IDF (Israel Defense Forces) has struck several Iranian nuclear facilities since CTP-

ISW's last data cutoff at 5:00 PM ET on June 18. The IDF struck the Arak Heavy Water Reactor 

in Markazi Province on June 19.[2] Iran began construction of the heavy water reactor in 1997, but the 

reactor never became operational.[3] Heavy water reactors produce plutonium as a byproduct, which 

can be used to create nuclear weapons.[4] Iran agreed to redesign the facility to alleviate international 

concerns about possible plutonium production as part of the 2015 nuclear deal.[5] The IDF said that it 

struck the facility due to its capacity to support the production of plutonium-based nuclear 
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weapons.[6] Iran has pursued a uranium-based, not plutonium-based, nuclear program. The IDF 

separately struck a storage facility in Natanz, Esfahan Province. The IDF said that the storage facility 

contained equipment that Iran could use to develop nuclear weapons.[7] Previous Israeli airstrikes on 

the Natanz Enrichment Complex directly impacted the complex’s underground enrichment 

facilities.[8] 

 

 

The IDF issued an evacuation order on June 18 for the area around the Arak Heavy Water 

Reactor.[9] Iran acknowledged that two projectiles hit the facility on June 19.[10] The International 

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) confirmed that the IDF struck the heavy water reactor and that there 

was no nuclear material at the facility.[11] The IAEA said that it did not have information about whether 

the IDF had also struck the heavy water production plant, which is also located in the Arak 

facility.[12] The heavy water production plant provides heavy water for the reactor.[13] 
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https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Israeli Strikes in Iran June%2C 19 2025.png
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Commercially available satellite imagery shows that the IDF has struck at least six Ghadir 

radars across Iran since June 12. The IDF struck Ghadir radars in Bijar, Kurdistan Province; 

Marber, Ilam Province; Garmsar, Semnan Province; Behabad, Yazd Province; Dasht-e Arjan, Fars 

Province; and Mal Gonzeh, Bushehr Province between June 12 and 19. Israel likely targeted the Ghadir 

radars in order to degrade Iranian air defense capabilities and maintain air superiority over Iran. The 

Ghadir radar system is an important component of Iranian integrated air defense systems because of 

the Ghadir’s ability to detect aircraft from 1,100 kilometers away.[14] Iran attempted to bolster its 

Ghadir system in the months leading up to the Israel-Iran War.[15] Iran likely built at least two new 

Ghadir radars in southern Iran near the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz and one in West 

Azerbaijan Province in recent months.[16] 

 

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Morning Israeli Strikes in Esfahan Province June 19%2C 2025.png
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Iran has conducted two ballistic missile attacks targeting Israel since CTP-ISW's 5:00 PM 

ET data cutoff on June 18. Iran launched four ballistic missiles targeting central Israel in its first 

barrage.[17] Israeli air defense systems intercepted all of the missiles.[18] Iran launched an estimated 

30 ballistic missiles targeting central and southern Israel in its second barrage, causing four impacts: 

one in Beersheba, two in Tel Aviv, and one in Azor.[19] An Iranian ballistic missile struck the Soroka 

Medical Center in Beersheba.[20] The attack damaged the building but did not cause any injuries 

because the facility had been evacuated days prior.[21] Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Abbas Araghchi 

claimed that Iran targeted an Israeli intelligence headquarters next to the hospital.[22] Israeli Defense 

Minister Israel Katz announced that he and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu “instructed the IDF 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Iranian Gahdir OTH Radars June 19%2C 2025.png
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to increase the intensity of attacks against strategic targets in Iran and against government targets in 

Tehran” following the attack.[23] Another Iranian ballistic missile struck Ramat Gan, near Tel Aviv, 

damaging shops and apartment buildings.[24] A third ballistic missile struck Holon, near Tel Aviv, 

damaging several apartment buildings.[25] The Israeli Health Ministry reported that the three strikes 

critically injured four people and moderately injured 16 people.[26] 220 individuals sustained minor 

injuries from the attacks.[27] The IDF announced that at least one of the Iranian ballistic missiles 

contained a cluster munition which contained 2.5-kilogram explosive submunitions.[28] One of the 

submunitions struck a home in Azor, but did not cause any injuries.[29] These barrages mark the first 

Iranian strikes that have inflicted injuries since June 15.[30] 

 

 

The IDF has intercepted two drones targeting Israel since CTP-ISW's 5:00 PM ET data 

cutoff on June 18. The IDF intercepted an Iranian drone over northern Israel.[31] The IDF also 

intercepted an Iranian drone over the Jordan Valley area.[32] 
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[1] https://mastodon.social/@netblocks/114710081347671707 ; https://x.com/GhonchehAzad/status

/1935675178610216963 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Observed%20Impacts%20in%20Israel%20June%2019%2C%202025.png
https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Observed%20Impacts%20in%20Israel%20June%2019%2C%202025.png
https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Observed Impacts in Israel June 19%2C 2025.png
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[2] https://x.com/iaeaorg/status/1935625592768225321 ; 

https://x.com/idfonline/status/1935634619417665652 

[3] https://www.nti.org/education-center/facilities/arak-nuclear-

complex; https://x.com/iaeaorg/status/1935625592768225321 ; 

https://www.npr.org/transcripts/1254414875?ft=nprml&f=1254414875 ; https://www.nbcnews.com

/world/middle-east/live-blog/live-updates-israel-iran-reactor-hospital-

rcna213904/rcrd82748?canonicalCard=true 

[4] https://x.com/iaeaorg/status/1935625592768225321; https://x.com/manniefabian/status/19356

32190659776556 

[5] https://apnews.com/article/arak-heavy-water-reactor-iran-israel-airstrikes-

628381fb9b0706bacac8a1b8820b1cf3;  https://www.nti.org/education-center/facilities/arak-

nuclear-complex/ 

[6] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1935574764862492767 

[7] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1935574764862492767 

[8] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-special-report-june-17-2025-

evening-edition ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-special-edition-

israeli-strikes-iran-june-13-2025-200-pm-et 

[9] https://x.com/IDFFarsi/status/1935508510118183064 

[10] https://apnews.com/article/arak-heavy-water-reactor-iran-israel-airstrikes-

628381fb9b0706bacac8a1b8820b1cf3 

[11] https://x.com/iaeaorg/status/1935625592768225321 

[12] https://x.com/iaeaorg/status/1935625592768225321; https://www.nti.org/education-

center/facilities/arak-nuclear-complex/ 

[13] https://www.nti.org/education-center/facilities/arak-nuclear-complex/ 

[14] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-october-26-

2024; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-october-29-2024 

[15] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-april-3-2025; 

[16] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-april-3-2025; 

https://x.com/obretix/status/1907478109928001657 

[17] https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1935444423455760452 ; https://x.com/manniefabian/statu

s/1935447468574904764 ; https://x.com/ariel_oseran/status/1935452567405826337 

[18] https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1935444423455760452 ; https://x.com/manniefabian/statu

s/1935447468574904764 ; https://x.com/ariel_oseran/status/1935452567405826337 
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[19] https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1935549324466741326 ; https://x.com/manniefabian/statu

s/1935586037427777908  ; https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1935668932947357719 

[20] https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1935569548113068314 ; https://x.com/manniefabian/statu

s/1935592243177423336 ; https://x.com/Stinky915846091/status/1935556811983302866 

[21] https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1935569548113068314 ; https://x.com/manniefabian/statu

s/1935592243177423336 ; https://x.com/Stinky915846091/status/1935556811983302866 

[22] https://x.com/araghchi/status/1935684685666963780 

[23] https://x.com/sentdefender/status/1935591417130201426 

[24] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1935592033449542054 ; https://x.com/Osinttechnical/status/1

935561938529902703 ; https://x.com/Osinttechnical/status/1935561935371604039 ; https://x.com/

sentdefender/status/1935564133593694717 

[25] https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1935563990928707963 ; https://x.com/ariel_oseran/statu

s/1935567014674018647 ; https://x.com/sentdefender/status/1935562238338744563  ; 

[26] https://x.com/IsraelMOH/status/1935649625060368823 

[27] https://x.com/IsraelMOH/status/1935649625060368823 

[28] https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1935668932947357719 ; https://x.com/ariel_oseran/status

/1935703221961392613 

[29] https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1935668932947357719 

[30] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-special-report-june-15-2025-

evening-edition 

[31] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1935474797409878037 

[32] https://x.com/idfonline/status/1935480886423650568 ; https://x.com/manniefabian/status/1

935535216795296087 

  

 


