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Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:30 pm ET on June 10. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the June 11 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin appears to be switching between rhetoric focused on 

Russian ethnic nationalism and Russian multinationalism, but remains committed to 

promoting anti-Western sentiment and the militarization of Russia's youth. Putin held a 

meeting with the Security Council on June 10 that largely focused on the unification of the peoples of 

Russia and the use of military-patriotic youth programs and Russian government initiatives to promote 

Russian patriotism.[1] Putin highlighted the work of the "Movement of the First," a Russian youth 

movement aimed at promoting military-patriotic education in Russia and occupied Ukraine, and 

"Yunarmiya" ("The Youth Army"), a movement that is responsible for instilling pro-war sentiments in 

Russian children and teenagers. Putin also highlighted the Russian state-mandated weekly lessons in 

schools that often include lectures by soldiers from the war in Ukraine. Putin platformed BRICS, the 

Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO), and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 

— Russian-dominated organizations that Putin and other Kremlin officials have repeatedly postured as 

the foundation of Putin's envisioned anti-Western and anti-NATO Eurasian security architecture.[2] 

Putin stated that Russia must respond to challenges that promote interethnic and interreligious conflict 

in Russia and highlighted the "unity of the peoples of Russia." Putin recently began forwarding an 

unofficial ideology formulated on Russian nationalism that positions Russia in opposition to the West, 

which marked a notable departure from Putin's usual rhetoric promoting the multiethnic and 

multireligious makeup of Russia's population.[3] Putin's remarks at the June 10 Security Council 

meeting appear to be a return to this rhetoric about the diversity of Russia and Russian civic 

nationalism. Putin appears committed, however, to promoting anti-Western and pro-war sentiments, 

especially in Russian youth, likely as part of efforts to prepare Russian society for a protracted war in 

Ukraine and possible future conflict with NATO. Putin's June 10 statements about harmony and unity 

in Russia indicate that he likely remains hesitant to fully commit to a nationalist ideology centered 

around ethnic Russians, as this risks fragmenting Russia's multiethnic population. ISW continues to 

assess that Putin must work to balance appeasing the influential xenophobic and ultranationalist 

community, which is a key constituency for Putin, with the need to leverage migrants to offset 

immediate economic and force generation challenges and long-term demographic decline.[4] 

Russia is reportedly working to increase the number of North Korean labor migrants in 

Russia, likely to support Russia's workforce and to directly join the Russian military. 

Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) Head Lieutenant General Kyrylo Budanov 

reported on June 7 that Russian Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu agreed during his recent visit 

to North Korea to work to bring more North Korean migrants to work in Russia.[5] This reported 
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agreement is a violation of United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 2397, to which Russia 

is a signatory and which prohibits North Korea from sending its citizens abroad for work and mandated 

that all UN member states expel all North Koreans "earning income" abroad by December 2019.[6] 

Russia vetoed in March 2024 an annual UNSC resolution extending a monitoring panel tracking 

adherence to UN sanctions against North Korea.[7] Budanov stated that Russia is likely looking to 

North Koreans to replace migrants from Central Asia. Budanov stated that many North Korean laborers 

in Russia will likely sign military contracts with the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD). ISW assessed 

in February 2025 that Russia was creating opportunities for North Korean migrants to go to Russia to 

join the Russian workforce or the Russian military.[8] Russia and North Korea have been overtly 

increasing their defense cooperation through mutual defense treaties, the transfer of military 

technology and materiel, and the deployment of North Korean forces to fight alongside Russian forces 

in Kursk Oblast.[9] Russia and North Korea appear to be trying to engage in more covert ways to create 

pathways through which North Koreans can enter Russia’s military recruitment pipeline. 

Ukraine and Russia conducted the second round of prisoner of war (POW) exchanges on 

June 10, in accordance with agreements the parties reached in Istanbul on June 2. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and the Russian MoD confirmed that Ukraine and Russia 

exchanged an unspecified number of wounded POWs.[10] Zelensky noted that this exchange marked 

the first stage of the exchange of seriously wounded POWs, and that Russia and Ukraine are expected 

to continue POW exchanges. 

Key Takeaways: 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin appears to be switching between rhetoric 

focused on Russian ethnic nationalism and Russian multinationalism, but remains 

committed to promoting anti-Western sentiment and the militarization of Russia's 

youth. 

• Russia is reportedly working to increase the number of North Korean labor 

migrants in Russia, likely to support Russia's workforce and to directly join the 

Russian military. 

• Ukraine and Russia conducted the second round of prisoner of war (POW) 

exchanges on June 10, in accordance with agreements the parties reached in 

Istanbul on June 2. 

• Ukrainian forces recently advanced near Vovchansk, Borova, Lyman, and Toretsk. 

Russian forces recently advanced near Kupyansk and Toretsk. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

• Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Northern Axis 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Russo-Ukrainian War June 10%2C 2025.png
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• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed 

territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas, and possibly advance into Dnipropetrovsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

Ukrainian and Russian forces conducted offensive operations in Kursk Oblast on June 

10 but did not advance. 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations in unspecified areas in Kursk Oblast on June 9 and 

10.[11] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces attacked near Tetkino (southwest of 

Glushkovo) and attempted to enter Novyi Put (east of Tetkino).[12] 

Neither Ukrainian nor Russian sources reported ground activity in northwestern 

Belgorod Oblast on June 10. 

Russian Supporting Effort – Northern Axis (Russian objective: Create defensible buffer 

zones in northern Ukraine along the international border and approach to within tube 

artillery range of Sumy City) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in Sumy Oblast on June 10 but did not 

make confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced southeast and 

southwest of Yablunivka (northeast of Sumy City).[13] 

Russian forces attacked north of Sumy City near Yablunivka and Novomykolaivka and northeast of 

Sumy City near Yunakivka on June 9 and 10.[14] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces 

counterattacked near Kindrativka, Andriivka (both north of Sumy City), and Yunakivka.[15] 

Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported that the Russian military command has 

deployed most of the Russian Kursk Group of Forces to northern Sumy Oblast.[16] 

Order of Battle: Mashovets reported that elements of the Russian 30th Motorized Rifle Regiment (72nd 

Motorized Rifle Division, 44th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]), 200th Motorized 

Rifle Brigade (14th AC, LMD), 9th Motorized Rifle Regiment (18th Motorized Rifle Division, 11th AC, 

LMD), 1443rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (reportedly of the 18th Motorized Rifle Division), 155th Naval 

Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet), and 83rd Separate Airborne (VDV) Brigade are attacking in the 

Novomykolaivka direction.[17] Mashovets reported that elements of the 83rd and 11th VDV brigades 
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are attacking in the Yablunivka direction and that elements of the 106th VDV Division are attacking in 

the Yunakivka and Sadky (northeast of Sumy City) directions. Drone operators of the 137th VDV 

Regiment (106th VDV Division) are reportedly operating in Sumy Oblast.[18] 

 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City) 

Ukrainian forces recently advanced in the Kharkiv direction.  

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Sumy Direction June 10%2C 2025.png
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Ukrainian advances: Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported on June 10 that 

Ukrainian forces regained control over the Vovchansk Aggregate Plant in northern Vovchansk 

(northeast of Kharkiv City).[19] 

Russian forces attacked north of Kharkiv City near Hlyboke and toward Lyptsi and northeast of Kharkiv 

City near Vovchansk and Starytsya on June 9 and 10.[20] 

Order of Battle: Drone operators of the Chechen "Zapad-Akhmat" Battalion; Russian Ministry of 

Internal Affairs (MVD) from Kurchaloyevsky Raion, Republic of Chechnya; and 245th Motorized Rifle 

Regiment (47th Tank Division, 1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District [MMD]) are 

reportedly operating in the Kharkiv direction.[21] 

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vovchansk June 10%2C 2025.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces recently advanced in the Kupyansk direction. 

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 9 shows Russian forces striking 

Ukrainian forces northwest of Krasne Pershe (northeast of Kupyansk), indicating that Russian forces 

recently seized the settlement.[22] 

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian source claimed that Russian forces advanced near Fyholivka 

(southwest of Krasne Pershe).[23] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations northeast of Kupyansk near the international border 

near Kamyanka and toward Dvorichanske; north of Kupyansk near Kindrashivka and Holubivka; 

northeast of Kupyansk near Petropavlivka; and southeast of Kupyansk near Stepova Novoselivka and 

toward Kurylivka on June 9 and 10.[24] 

Order of Battle: Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported that elements of the 

Russian 27th Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow Military District 

[MMD]) are operating north of Kupyansk.[25] 
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Ukrainian forces recently advanced in the Borova direction. 

Assessed Ukrainian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 9 indicates that Ukrainian forces 

recently advanced north of Novoyehorivka (southeast of Borova).[26] 

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced near Makiivka 

(southeast of Borova).[27] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations northeast of Borova near Zelenyi Hai, Zahryzove, and 

Kolisnynivka; east of Borova near Nadiya; and southeast of Borova near Hrekivka and toward Olhivka 

on June 9 and 10.[28] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kupyansk Direction June 10%2C 2025.png
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Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 16th Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff's Main 

Directorate [GRU]) are reportedly operating near Novoyehorivka.[29] 

Ukrainian forces recently advanced in the Lyman direction. 

Assessed Ukrainian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 10 indicates that Ukrainian forces 

recently advanced northeast of Torske (east of Lyman).[30] 

Unconfirmed claims: Mashovets stated that Ukrainian forces pushed Russian forces back 400 to 500 

meters in the Karpivka direction (north of Lyman).[31] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian 

forces advanced between Karpivka and Lypove (southwest of Karpivka) and near Zelena Dolyna (south 

of Lypove).[32] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations north of Lyman near Karpivka, Zelene Dolyna, 

Ridkodub, Novyi Myr, and Lypove; northeast of Lyman near Yampolivka; and east of Lyman near 

Torske and the Serebryanske forest area on June 9 and 10.[33] 

Order of Battle: Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 144th Motorized Rifle Division (20th 

Combined Arms Army [CAA], MMD), reinforced by elements of the 2nd Motorized Rifle Division (1st 

GTA, MMD), are operating in the Lyman direction.[34] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas, and 

possibly advance into Dnipropetrovsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Siversk direction on June 10 but 

did not make confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced near Hryhorivka 

(northeast of Siversk).[35] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations north of Siversk near Serebryanka, northeast of Siversk 

near Hryhorivka, and east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske on June 9 and 10.[36] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Svatove-Kreminna Direction June 10%2C 2025.png


11  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2025 
 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Chasiv Yar direction on June 10 but 

did not make confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces seized Stupochky (south of 

Chasiv Yar).[37] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations in Chasiv Yar itself, southeast of Chasiv Yar near 

Kurdymivka, and south of Chasiv Yar near Bila Hora and toward Stupochky on June 9 and 10.[38] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 215th Separate Reconnaissance Battalion, 217th Airborne 

(VDV) Regiment, and 299th VDV Regiment (all of the 98th VDV Division) are reportedly operating in 

the Chasiv Yar direction.[39] 

Ukrainian and Russian forces recently advanced in the Toretsk direction. 

Assessed Ukrainian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 9 and 10 indicates that Ukrainian 

forces recently advanced in central Dyliivka (north of Toretsk) and in an industrial area northwest of 

Toretsk.[40] 

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 9 and 10 indicates that Russian 

forces recently advanced northwest of Toretsk.[41] 

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced north of Toretsk, 

northeast of Romanivka, and north of Zorya (both west of Toretsk).[42] Russian milbloggers claimed 

that Russian forces advanced in Dyliivka and have nearly seized Yablunivka (west of Toretsk).[43] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Toretsk itself; north of Toretsk near Dyliivka; 

northwest of Toretsk near Yablunivka, Poltavka, and Oleksandro-Kalynove, and toward Kleban-Byk; 

west of Toretsk near Leonidivka and Shcherbynivka; and southwest of Toretsk near Novoolenivka on 

June 9 and 10.[44] 

Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated on June 10 that elements of the Russian 

102nd Motorized Rifle Regiment and 163rd Tank Regiment (both of the 150th Motorized Rifle Division, 

8th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) have recently advanced between 

1.5 and 1.7 kilometers south of Popiv Yar (northwest of Toretsk).[45] Mashovets stated that Russian 

forces recently advanced in the direction of Dyliivka and Shcherbynivka.[46] Mashovets stated that 

Russian forces continue to concentrate on the area north of Vozdvyzhenka (southwest of Toretsk) and 

are redeploying additional forces, including elements of the 1st and 9th motorized rifle brigades (both 

of the 51st CAA, formerly 1st Donetsk People's Republic Army Corps [DNR AC], SMD), to the area.[47] 

Order of Battle: Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 20th Motorized Rifle Division (8th CAA, 

SMD) are trying to advance near Yablunivka from the south and southwest.[48] Mashovets stated that 

elements of the 150th Motorized Rifle Division (8th CAA, SMD) are attacking near Popiv Yar and 

Shevchenko Pershe (west of Toretsk and northeast of Pokrovsk). Elements of the Russian 4th Motorized 

Rifle Brigade (3rd CAA, formerly 2nd Luhansk People's Republic [LNR] AC, SMD) are reportedly 

operating near Dyliivka.[49] Elements of the 2nd Motorized Rifle Battalion of the 103rd Motorized Rifle 

Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle Division) are reportedly operating northwest of Toretsk, and elements 

of the 242nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (20th Motorized Rifle Division) are reportedly operating near 
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Zorya.[50] Elements of the 132nd Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA, SMD) are reportedly operating in 

Ivanopillia (northwest of Toretsk) and north of Toretsk.[51] Elements of the 33rd and 1219th motorized 

rifle regiments (both of the 20th Motorized Rifle Division) are reportedly operating south of 

Yablunivka.[52] Elements of the 27th Artillery Regiment (6th Motorized Rifle Division, 3rd AC) are 

reportedly striking the southern outskirts of Kostyantynivka (northwest of Toretsk).[53] A Russian 

milblogger claimed on June 10 that the Russian military command is redeploying unspecified elements 

of the 150th Motorized Rifle Division from the Kurakhove direction to the Toretsk direction.[54] 

 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Pokrovsk direction on June 10 but 

did not make confirmed advances. 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kostyantynivka Direction June 10%2C 2025.png
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Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced north of Shevchenko 

Pershe (northeast of Pokrovsk).[55] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Pokrovsk itself; northeast of Pokrovsk near Myrne 

and toward Novotoretske; east of Pokrovsk near Myrolyubivka, Yelyzavetivka, Promin, and Myrnohrad; 

southeast of Pokrovsk near Lysivka; south of Pokrovsk near Novoukrainka; and southwest of Pokrovsk 

near Zvirove, Kotlyne, and Udachne on June 9 and 10.[56] 

Russian forces recently advanced in the Novopavlivka direction. 

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 10 indicates that Russian forces 

recently advanced on the southwestern outskirts of Novomykolaivka (northeast of Novopavlivka).[57] 

Unconfirmed claims: Kostyantyn Mashovets reported that Ukrainian forces have pushed Russian forces 

back half a kilometer southeast of Novomykolaivka (northeast of Novopavlivka).[58] A Russian 

milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced southwest of Kotlyarivka (east of Novopavlivka).[59] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations northeast of Novopavlivka near Novoserhiivka and 

Kotlyarivka and toward Muravka and southeast of Novopavlivka near Horikhove and Bohdanivka on 

June 9 and 10.[60] 

The chief sergeant of a Ukrainian artillery battery operating in the Novopavlivka direction reported that 

Russian forces are conducting assaults on motorcycles and mopeds to advance to the Dnipropetrovsk 

Oblast border.[61] 

Order of Battle: Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 27th Motorized Rifle Division and 30th 

Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade (both of the 2nd CAA, Central Military District [CMD]) are attacking 

near Novomykolaivka and Novoserhiivka.[62] Elements of the Russian "Vega" Spetsnaz Detachment 

(24th Guards Spetsnaz Brigade, Russian General Staff's Main Intelligence Directorate [GRU]) are 

reportedly striking Ukrainian forces near the Donetsk-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border.[63] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kurakhove direction on June 10 but 

did not make confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced north and west of 

Oleksiivka (west of Kurakhove) and to Zelenyi Kut (just west of Oleksiivka).[64] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations west of Kurakhove near Bahatyr, Kostyantynopil, 

Oleksiivka, Andriivka, and Zelenyi Kut and toward Zaporizhzhia and southwest of Kurakhove near 

Odradne on June 9 and 10.[65] 

Mashovets stated that Ukrainian forces maintain limited positions within Kostyantynopil and 

Bahatyr.[66] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Novopavlivka Direction June 10%2C 2025.png
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Order of Battle: Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 114th Motorized Rifle Regiment (127th 

Motorized Rifle Division, 5th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]) and 36th Motorized Rifle Brigade 

(29th CAA, EMD) are operating near Bahatyr and Oleksiivka.[67] 

Ukrainian forces recently advanced in the Velyka Novosilka direction. 

Assessed Ukrainian advances: Mashovets reported that Ukrainian forces pushed Russian forces out of 

Fedorivka (northwest of Velyka Novosilka).[68] Mashovets stated that Ukrainian forces continue to 

hold Vesele.[69] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations northwest of Velyka Novosilka near Komar, Vesele, 

Vilne Pole, Burlatske, and Shevchenko and southwest of Velyka Novosilka near Novosilka and Zelene 

Pole on June 9 and 10.[70] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces counterattacked near 

Fedorivka, Komar, and Shevchenko.[71] 

Order of Battle: Mashovets stated that the Russian military command returned elements of the Russian 

40th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet), which were previously operating in Kursk Oblast, to battle 

in the Velyka Novosilka direction.[72] Drone operators of the Russian 14th Spetsnaz Brigade (GRU) are 

reportedly operating in the Shakhtarske (Velyka Novosilka) direction.[73] 

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions, secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes, and advance within tube artillery 

range of Zaporizhzhia City) 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations in the Hulyaipole direction on June 10 

but did not advance. 

Russian forces attacked east of Hulyaipole near Malynivka on June 9 and 10.[74] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 64th Motorized Rifle Brigade (35th Combined Arms Army 

[CAA], Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly operating south of Hulyaipole.[75] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on June 10 

but did not advance. 

Russian forces attacked south of Orikhiv near Novodanylivka, southwest of Orikhiv near Novoandriivka 

and Nesteryanka, and west of Orikhiv near Stepove and toward Pavlivka on June 9 and 10.[76] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian "Nemets" group of the 291st Motorized Rifle Regiment (42nd 

Motorized Rifle Division, 58th CAA, Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating in the 

Zaporizhia direction.[77] Drone operators of the BARS-Sarmat Unmanned Systems Special Purpose 

Center (formerly BARS-Sarmat Detachment, subordinated to Airborne Forces) are reportedly 

operating near Kamyanske (southwest of Orikhiv).[78] 
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Russian forces conducted limited offensive operations in the Kherson direction on June 

9 and 10 but did not advance.[79] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 61st Naval Infantry Brigade (Northern Fleet) are reportedly 

operating in the Kherson direction.[80] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Direction June 10%2C 2025.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of June 9 

to 10 and hit a maternity hospital in Odesa City. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces 

launched 315 Shahed and decoy drones from the directions of Kursk and Oryol cities; Shatalovo, 

Smolensk Oblast; Millerovo, Rostov Oblast; and Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai.[81] The 

Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces also launched two KN-23 ballistic missiles from 

Voronezh Oblast and five Iskander-K cruise missiles from Kursk Oblast. The Ukrainian Air Force 

reported that Ukrainian forces shot down 213 drones, the two KN-23 missiles, and all five of the 

Iskander-K cruise missiles, and that 64 drones were "lost" or suppressed by Ukrainian electronic 

warfare (EW) systems. Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces struck Chernihiv, Kharkiv, 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson Direction June 10%2C 2025.png
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Odesa, and Kyiv oblasts, damaging civilian infrastructure.[82] Ukrainian officials stated that Russian 

forces struck a maternity hospital in Odesa City.[83] Ukrainian Air Force Spokesperson Colonel Yurii 

Ihnat stated that drone debris in Kyiv City contained thermobaric, high-explosive fragmentation 

warheads.[84] 

Forbes Ukraine reported on June 9 that Russia's use of Shahed and decoy drones in its long-range 

drone strike series was largely cyclical in early 2025 with Russian forces launching about 2,500 drones 

in one month, then about 4,000 drones per month over the next two months, then again about 2,500 

drones in the following month.[85] Forbes Ukraine reported that Russian forces launched 2,611 drones 

in January 2025; 3,830 in February 2025; 4,198 drones in March 2025; 2,476 drones in April 2025; 

and at least 3,628 drones in May 2025. 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks) 

Russia and Belarus continue efforts to deepen cooperation and further connect their economic, 

military, and national policies. A Russian delegation, which Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 

led, and a Belarusian delegation, which Belarusian Foreign Minister Maxim Ryzhenkov led, met in 

Moscow on June 9 and 10.[86] Lavrov claimed that the two delegations discussed strengthening 

bilateral cooperation through the Union State framework. The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

(MFA) claimed that the parties declared their willingness to increase joint efforts to form a Eurasian 

security architecture — a reference to Russian President Vladimir Putin's envisioned Eurasian security 

architecture, a Russian-led bloc which aims to counter the West and NATO.[87] The Russian delegation 

committed to helping Belarus deepen cooperation with BRICS. Ryzhenkov claimed on June 10 that 

Russia and Belarus have completed a third of the 310 Belarusian-Russian integration projects for 2024 

to 2025, including projects related to the space industry and microchip production.[88] 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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