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Note: The data cut-off for this product was 11:15am ET on June 16. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the June 17 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 

Ukraine and Russia conducted an exchange that included the bodies of soldiers killed in 

action (KIA) on June 16 in accordance with agreements reached during talks in Istanbul 

on June 2. Ukrainian Coordination Headquarters for the Treatment of POWs reported on June 16 

that Russia returned 1,245 bodies to Ukraine.[1] Ukrainian Defense Minister Rustem Umerov stated on 

June 16 that Ukraine repatriated 6,000 bodies in the last week.[2] Umerov stated that this is the final 

stage of the Istanbul framework for KIA repatriations. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed 

that Russia returned 1,248 bodies and received 51 bodies from Ukraine on June 16.[3] Russian 

Presidential Aide Vladimir Medinsky claimed that Russia returned a total of 6,060 bodies and received 

78 bodies from Ukraine over the last week.[4] The Russian MoD claimed that Russia is ready to return 

an additional 2,239 KIA bodies to Ukraine.[5] Ukrainian Internal Affairs Minister Ihor Klymenko 

reported that Russia mixed Russian KIA bodies with Ukrainian KIA bodies during a previous 

repatriation exchange, possibly in order to intentionally increase the number of bodies that Russia was 

transferring to Ukraine or out of negligence.[6] Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky stated on 

June 16 that Russia proposed exchanging kidnapped Ukrainian children held in Russia for Russian 

POWs held in Ukraine, which Zelensky emphasized is "beyond international law."[7] 

Ukraine's Foreign Intelligence Service (SZRU) reported that the Kremlin is spreading 

narratives about the POW and KIA exchanges in order to sow panic in Ukraine and 

discredit Ukraine in the international community – in line with ISW’s recent 

assessments. The SZRU reported on June 16 that Russian President Vladimir Putin personally 

decided to launch an information campaign depicting Ukraine as spoiling the POW exchanges and KIA 

repatriations in order to provoke discontent and demoralize Ukrainian society and to discredit Ukraine 

in the international community.[8] The SZRU reported that the campaign leverages pro-Kremlin 

sources, including Russian milbloggers, and pro-Russian media sources in Europe to project 

emotionally charged content, manipulate statistical data, and portray delays in exchanges and 

repatriations as the deliberate actions of the Ukrainian authorities. The SZRU reported that the 

campaign will culminate in the final days of the POW exchanges, which are set for June 20. ISW 

assessed in early June 2025 that the Kremlin was baselessly accusing Ukraine of failing to conduct POW 

exchanges and KIA repatriations and was promoting narratives that vilify Ukraine in order to socialize 

Russian domestic audiences ahead of Russia's possible rejection of any peace agreement in the future 

and to discredit Ukraine on the international stage.[9] Russia has previously launched similar 

discreditation campaigns against Ukraine that aimed to destabilize Ukraine internally, such as the 
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"Maidan-3" information operation, which Ukrainian intelligence reported in early 2024 sought to sow 

panic and discontent among Ukrainians and drive a wedge between Ukrainian society and military and 

political leadership.[10] 

Russia’s consumption of its Soviet-era tank stores appears to be slowing, possibly due to 

Russia's increasing transition to using motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) on the 

battlefield. A social media source tracking equipment at Russian military depots via satellite imagery 

shared an updated assessment of smaller Russian tank and armored vehicle storage facilities on June 

15 and assessed that Russia still has 46 percent of its pre-war tank reserves, 42 percent of its pre-war 

infantry fighting vehicle (IFV) reserves, and 48 percent of its pre-war armored personnel carrier (APC) 

reserves as of a recent unspecified date.[11] The source stated that imagery of eight Russian military 

depots appears to show that Russia has emptied most of the depots of their vehicle reserves and 

assessed that Russia will likely deplete its remaining tank and armored vehicle reserves by the end of 

2025.[12] The social media source assessed in late December 2024 that Russia had 47 percent of its 

pre-war tank reserves, 52 percent of its pre-war IFV reserves, and 45 percent of its pre-war APC reserves 

remaining in storage.[13] (The source noted on June 15 that they updated their previous assessments 

of Russia’s pre-war reserves and found that Russia had 241 more tanks, 174 more IFVs, and 687 more 

APCs before the full-scale invasion than the source previously assessed, which likely accounts for the 

increase in Russian APCs stores from 45 percent in the December 2024 assessment to 48 percent in 

June 2024.[14]) The social media source also stated that satellite imagery analysis indicates a 

”dramatic” increase in ”almost all” types of equipment deployed to a Russian military base near 

Petrozavodsk, Republic of Karelia, located roughly 373 kilometers from the international border with 

Finland.[15] Russia may have additional armored vehicles and tanks in covered storage that are not 

visible in satellite imagery. The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) reported on April 27 that a senior Finnish 

military official stated that Russia is sending "almost none" of its newly produced tanks to the frontline 

in Ukraine but is stockpiling the."[16] 

The social media source's data suggests that Russia's consumption of Soviet-era tank stocks has slowed 

in recent months, an observation consistent with ISW’s study of recent battlefield combat footage which 

shows that Russian forces are increasingly using motorcycles and buggies in place of armored vehicles 

along the frontline in Ukraine. Russian forces have been increasingly using unarmored civilian vehicles, 

mainly motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), throughout the theater in Ukraine since late Fall 

2024.[17] ISW previously noted that Russia's increased use of motorcycles is an adaptation in response 

to pervasive Ukrainian drone strikes against Russian armored vehicles and the unsustainable armored 

vehicle losses that Russian forces suffered in late 2023 and 2024.[18] Ukrainian drone operations have 

significantly complicated how to tactically employ tanks, as large and slow-moving armored vehicles 

and tanks are vulnerable to drones. Russian forces appear to be leveraging faster-moving motorcycles 

and buggies to advance through the contested "gray zones" that Ukrainian and Russian drone operators 

have created along the frontline. Russia's adaption has succeeded in granting Russian forces marginal 

tactical gains at the expense of significant infantry losses.[19] ISW previously assessed that Russian 

armored vehicle losses are unsustainable and are undermining Russia’s ability to sustain a protracted 

high-intensity war, but it remains unclear if Russia’s increased reliance on motorcycles and buggies will 

be sufficient to offset these losses in the medium- to long-term.[20] 
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Russia continues to set conditions to pose a long-term strategic threat to the United 

States and its Western allies even after the end to Russia's war in Ukraine. Swedish news 

outlet SVT reported on June 16 that Planet Labs satellite imagery collected in May 2025 shows that 

Russia is developing and upgrading at least five nuclear facilities in western Russia and Belarus.[21] 

The satellite images show recently constructed test sites, fencing, loading quays, and storage and 

communications infrastructure at Russian nuclear bases in Kaliningrad Oblast and Novaya Zemlya, 

Arkhangelsk Oblast as well as at the Gadzhiyevo Submarine Base and a supporting facility at Olenya 

Bay, Murmansk Oblast. The satellite imagery also shows upgrades to fencing and railway infrastructure 

at a military base in Asipovichy, Belarus.[22] Swedish Defense Minister Pål Jonson told SVT that 

Swedish defense services have been tracking these construction efforts, which indicate continued 

Russian investment in its nuclear capabilities.[23] ISW observed reports in March 2025 that satellite 

imagery showed that construction work on hangars for Iskander ballistic missiles in Asipovichy was in 

its final stage, and the New York Times reported in May 2024 that satellite imagery indicated that 

Belarus had been constructing facilities that could house nuclear warheads at a base 12 kilometers away 

from the Iskander storage site in Asipovichy.[24] 

Key Takeaways: 

• Ukraine and Russia conducted an exchange that included the bodies of soldiers 

killed in action (KIA) on June 16 in accordance with agreements reached during 

talks in Istanbul on June 2. 

• Ukraine's Foreign Intelligence Service (SZRU) reported that the Kremlin is 

spreading narratives about the POW and KIA exchanges in order to sow panic in 

Ukraine and discredit Ukraine in the international community – in line with ISW’s 

recent assessments. 

• Russia’s consumption of its Soviet-era tank stores appears to be slowing, possibly 

due to Russia's increasing transition to using motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles 

(ATVs) on the battlefield. 

• Russia continues to set conditions to pose a long-term strategic threat to the United 

States and its Western allies even after the end to Russia's war in Ukraine. 

• Ukrainian forces recently advanced near Borova and in Zaporizhia Oblast, and 

Russian forces recently advanced near Siversk, Toretsk, and Novopavlivka. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

• Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Northern Axis 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed 

territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas, and possibly advance into Dnipropetrovsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in Kursk Oblast on June 16 but did not 

advance. 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations in Kursk Oblast on June 15 and 16.[25] Russian 

milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces attacked toward Tetkino (southwest of Glushkovo).[26] 

Neither Ukrainian nor Russian sources reported ground activity in northwesternmost 

Belgorod Oblast on June 16. 

Russian Supporting Effort – Northern Axis (Russian objective: Create defensible buffer 

zones in northern Ukraine along the international border and approach to within tube 

artillery range of Sumy City) 

Russian forces recently advanced in Sumy Oblast. 

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 16 shows Ukrainian force striking 

Russian positions in southwestern Kindrativka (north of Sumy City), indicating that Russian forces 

recently seized the settlement.[27] 
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Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced near Myropillya, in 

northern Yunakivka (both northeast of Sumy City), and in Novomykolaivka (north of Sumy City).[28] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations in northern Sumy Oblast, including near Yunakivka and 

Sadky (northeast of Sumy City).[29] 

Ukraine's Border Service Spokesperson Andriy Demchenko stated that the number of Russian attacks 

in northern Sumy Oblast, including with motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), has decreased 

recently, likely due to manpower losses.[30] The commander of the Russian 11th Airborne (VDV) 

Brigade stated that Russian forces are trying to cut off the Ukrainian ground of line of communication 

(GLOC) from Yunakivka to Sumy City.[31] The commander stated that Russian forces are conducting 

assaults on motorcycles, quad bikes, and electric scooters. 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian “Chernye Volki” ("Black Wolves”) Detachment, Smuglyanka 

Detachment, and Chechen "Akhmat" Spetsnaz are reportedly operating in the Sumy direction, and 

drone operators of the "Anvar" Spetsnaz detachment (possibly referring to the BARS-25 "Anvar" 

volunteer detachment) are reportedly striking Ukrainian forces in northern Sumy Oblast.[32] 
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Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in northern Kharkiv Oblast on June 16 

but did not advance. 

Russian forces attacked northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk and Starytsya on June 15 and 16.[33] 

Order of Battle: Drone operators of the Russian "Anvar" Spetsnaz Detachment (possibly referring to 

the BARS-25 "Anvar" volunteer detachment) are reportedly striking Ukrainian positions near Krasivka 

(northwest of Kharkiv City).[34] 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kupyansk direction on June 16 but 

did not make confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced northeast of 

Dvorichna, south of Stroivka, and south of Krasne Pershe (all northeast of Kupyansk).[35] 

Russian forces attacked northeast of Kupyansk near Kamyanka, north of Kupyansk near Holubivka and 

toward Dovhenke, east of Kupyansk near Petropavlivka, and southeast of Kupyansk near Stepova 

Novoselivka on June 15 and 16.[36] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 25th Motorized Rifle Brigade (6th Combined Arms Army 

[CAA], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) are reportedly operating west of Zapadne (north of 

Kupyansk).[37] Elements of the 27th Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st Guards Tank Army [GTA], Moscow 

Military District [MMD]) are reportedly operating in the Kupyansk direction.[38] 

Ukrainian forces recently advanced in the Borova direction. 

Assessed Ukrainian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 15 indicates that Ukrainian forces 

recently advanced northwest of Makiivka (southeast of Borova).[39] 

Russian forces attacked northeast of Borova near Zahryzove and Nova Kruhlyakivka, east of Borova 

near Kopanky and Nadiya, and southeast of Borova near Novoyehorivka and toward Olhivka on June 

15 and 16.[40] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Lyman direction on June 16 but did 

not make confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced south of Zelena 

Dolyna, in eastern Karpivka, and 450 meters toward Hlushchenkove (all north of Lyman).[41] 

Russian forces attacked north of Lyman near Ridkodub, Karpivka, Lypove, and Zelena Dolyna and 

toward Shandryholove and east of Lyman near Torske and in the Serebryanske forest area on June 15 

to 16.[42] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces are counterattacking from 

Shandryholove and near Kolodyazi (northeast of Lyman).[43] 

The spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Lyman direction stated that Russian forces 

have switched to attacking in small groups, including in groups of three to four motorcycles.[44] The 

spokesperson stated that Russian forces will try to retrieve motorcycles from the battlefield following 

assaults and that the terrain in the areas makes quick advances with heavy mechanized equipment 

almost impossible. 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 144th Motorized Rifle Division (20th CAA, MMD) are 

reportedly operating near Novomykhailivka (northeast of Lyman), and elements of the 252nd 

Motorized Rifle Regiment (3rd Motorized Rifle Division, 20th CAA) are reportedly operating near 

Ridkodub.[45] 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas, and 

possibly advance into Dnipropetrovsk Oblast) 
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Siversk direction. 

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 16 indicates that Russian forces 

recently advanced southwest of Hyrhorivka and along Raiko Depreradovycha Street east of 

Serebryanka (both northeast of Siversk).[46] 

Russian forces attacked northeast of Siversk near Hryhorivka and Serebryanka, east of Siversk near 

Verkhnokamyanske, and southeast of Siversk near Ivano-Darivka on June 15 and 16.[47] 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Chasiv Yar direction on June 16 but 

did not advance. 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Chasiv Yar itself; north of Chasiv Yar toward 

Novomarkova; southeast of Chasiv Yar near Kurdyumivka; and south of Chasiv Yar toward Bila Hora 

and Predtechyne on June 15 and 16.[48] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 4th Motorized Rifle Brigade (3rd Combined Arms Army [CAA], 

formerly 2nd Luhansk People's Republic Army Corps [LNR AC], Southern Military District [SMD]) are 

reportedly operating near Kurdyumivka.[49] Elements of the 98th Airborne (VDV) Division, including 

elements of its 217th and 331st VDV regiments, are reportedly operating in the Chasiv Yar direction.[50] 
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Toretsk direction.  

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 16 indicates that Russian forces 

recently advanced along the T-0504 Pokrovsk-Kostyantynivka highway northwest of Yablunivka 

(northwest of Toretsk) and in western Yablunivka.[51] 

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced northeast of Dyliivka 

(north of Toretsk), northwest of Toretsk, and west of Popiv Yar (northwest of Toretsk).[52] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Toretsk itself; north of Toretsk near Dyliivka; west 

of Toretsk near Shcherbynivka and Novospaske; and northwest of Toretsk near Oleksandro-Kalynove, 

Popiv Yar, Rusyn Yar, and Yablunivka on June 15 and 16.[53] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 103rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle 

Division, 8th CAA, SMD) are reportedly striking Ukrainian forces northwest of Toretsk.[54] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Pokrovsk direction on June 16 but 

did not make any confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced from Pishchane to 

Zvirove (both southwest of Pokrovsk) and west of Hrodivka (southeast of Pokrovsk).[55] The Russian 

Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on June 16 that elements of the Russian 39th Motorized Rifle 

Brigade (68th AC, Eastern Military District [EMD]) seized Malynivka (northeast of Pokrovsk).[56] 

Russian forces attacked near Pokrovsk itself; northeast of Pokrovsk near Malynivka, Myrne, Koptieve, 

and Shevchenko Pershe; east of Pokrovsk near Myrolyubivka and Promin and toward Mykolaivka; 

southeast of Pokrovsk near Lysivka; and southwest of Pokrovsk near Udachne on June 15 and 16.[57] 

Ukrainian Khortytsia Group of Forces Spokesperson Major Viktor Trehubov stated on June 16 that the 

Russian military command tasked part of the large concentration of Russian forces near Pokrovsk, 

which includes elements from multiple combined arms armies (CAAs), to focus on advancing west 

toward Dnipropetrovsk Oblast while another part of the group tries to break through beyond the T-

0504 Pokrovsk-Kostyantynivka highway after Russia’s offensive to seize Pokrovsk in Winter 2024-2025 

was unsuccessful.[58] Trehubov reported that Russian forces are attacking with small infantry groups, 

buggies, and motorcycles and are taking advantage of summer foliage to infiltrate Ukrainian 

positions.[59] 

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) posted footage on June 16 purportedly showing Russian forces 

striking Ukrainian positions near Pokrovsk and Novoekonomichne (northeast of Pokrovsk) with 

Shahed drones.[60] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian BARS-11 “Kuban” Detachment (Russian Combat Army 

Reserve) are reportedly operating near Malynivka.[61] Elements of the Russian 39th Motorized Rifle 

Brigade (68th AC, EMD) are reportedly striking Ukrainian forces near Novotoretske (east of 

Pokrovsk).[62] 
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Russian forces recently advanced in the Novopavlivka direction. 

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 16 indicates that Russian forces 

recently advanced in eastern Komar (south of Novopavlivka).[63] 

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces seized Novomykolaivka 

(northeast of Novopavlivka) and Peredubova (south of Novopavlivka) and advanced northwest of 

Oleksiivka, southwest of Horikhove (both southeast of Novopavlivka), and west of Komar.[64] A 

Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces closed the pocket between Komar and Odradne (south 

of Novopavlivka), but another Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are still trying to close 

the pocket.[65] 

Russian forces attacked toward Novopavlivka itself; northeast of Novopavlivka near Novoserhiikva and 

Novomykolaivka; east of Novopavlivka near Kotlyarivka; southeast of Novopavlivka near Oleksiivka, 

Konstyantynopil, Odradne, Bahatyr, Andriivka, and Horikhove; and south of Novopavlivka near Novyi 

Komar and Vesele and toward Zaporizhzhia on June 15 and 16.[66] 

Ukrainian Khortytsia Group of Forces Spokesperson Major Viktor Trehubov stated on June 15 that 

Russian forces are likely moving toward Dnipropetrovsk Oblast in an effort to achieve “political goals”- 

likely meaning informational objectives meant to shape international opinion about Russia’s war in 

Ukraine.[67] Ukrainian military expert Oleksandr Musienko stated on June 16 that Russian forces 

likely seek to seize the entirety of Donetsk Oblast in Summer-Fall 2025 and aim to disrupt Ukrainian 

logistics, create a contested ”gray zone,” and support Russian offensive operations in the Pokrovsk 

direction.[68] Donetsk People's Republic (DNR) Head Denis Pushilin and former DNR People’s Militia 

Spokesperson Eduard Basurin claimed that Russian forces are advancing in Dnipropetrovsk Oblast 

with the goal of encircling Pokrovsk.[69] 

A former Storm-Z instructor and Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces continue to submit 

false reports to superiors about which elements are responsible for recent seizures.[70] The milblogger 

denied recent claims that elements of the Russian 114th Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA, formerly 

1st DNR AC, SMD) seized Oleksiivka, claiming that Ukrainian forces still maintain positions within the 

settlement.[71] The milblogger claimed that this is not an isolated incident and noted that the command 

of the 51st CAA has also submitted false reports about the seizure of Toretsk.[72] The milblogger noted 

that false reports often lead to heavy and unjustified personnel and equipment losses. The Russian 

military command reportedly arrested and removed several commanders within the 3rd CAA following 

inaccurate reports about alleged advances near Bilohorivka (northeast of Siversk) and repeated outcries 

from the Russian milblogger community.[73] 



21  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2025 
 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Novopavlivka Direction June 16%2C 2025.png


22  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2025 
 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Velyka Novosilka direction on June 

16 but did not advance. 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations northwest of Velyka Novosilka near Vilne Pole, 

Burlatske, and Shevchenko; west of Velyka Novosilka near Zelene Pole and Novosilka; and southwest 

of Velyka Novosilka near Novopil on June 15 and 16.[74] 

Order of Battle: Drone operators of the Russian 14th Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff's Main 

Directorate [GRU]) are reportedly operating in the Shakhtarske and Vremivka (Velyka Novosilka) 

directions.[75] 

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions, secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes, and advance within tube artillery 

range of Zaporizhzhia City) 

Russian forces continued assaults in the Hulyaipole direction on June 16 but did not 

advance. 

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced southwest of 

Malynivka (east of Hulyaipole).[76] 

Russian forces conducted assaults near Hulyaipole itself and east of Hulyaipole near Malynivka on June 

16.[77] 
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Ukrainian forces recently marginally advanced in western Zaporizhia Oblast.  

Assessed Ukrainian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 15 indicates that Ukrainian forces 

recently marginally advanced west of Myrne (east of Orikhiv).[78] 

Russian forces continued assaults southwest of Orikhiv near Nesteryanka and toward Novoandriivka 

on June 15 and 16.[79] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the "Nemets" group of the Russian 291st Motorized Rifle Regiment (42nd 

Motorized Rifle Division, 58th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) are 

reportedly operating in the Zaporizhia direction.[80] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Direction June 16%2C 2025.png
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Russian forces continued assaults northeast of Kherson City near the Antonivsky Bridge 

on June 16 but did not make confirmed advances.[81] 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 104th Airborne (VDV) Division are reportedly operating in the 

Kherson direction.[82] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson Direction June 16%2C 2025.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a series of drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of June 15 to 16. The 

Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 138 Shahed and decoy drones from the 

directions of Kursk, Oryol, and Bryansk cities and Shatalovo, Smolensk Oblast.[83] The Ukrainian Air 

Force reported that Ukrainian forces shot down 84 drones and that 41 were "lost" or suppressed by 

Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) systems. Ukrainian officials stated that Russian forces struck 

Zaporizhia, Cherkasy and Kyiv oblasts.[84] 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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