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Note: The data cut-off for this product was 11:40 am ET on June 3. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the June 4 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 

Kremlin officials publicly acknowledged that Russia seeks the “complete destruction” of 

Ukraine, indicating Moscow’s disinterest in good faith peace negotiations and a near-

term resolution to the war. Russian Security Council Deputy Chairperson Dmitry Medvedev 

claimed on June 3 in posts on his Russian- and English-language Telegram channels that Russia needs 

the negotiations in Istanbul to result in Russia's "swift victory [in Ukraine] and the complete 

destruction" of the Ukrainian government and not a "compromise[d] peace on someone else's 

delusional terms."[1] Medvedev stated that Russia's June 2 Istanbul memorandum was in line with 

these goals and threatened that Russia will "explode" everything and "disappear" anyone who opposes 

Russia in response to the June 1 long-range Ukrainian drone strikes against Russia. Kremlin 

Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov claimed on June 3 that Russia's Istanbul memorandum is aimed at 

"eliminating the root causes" of the war in Ukraine and that people should not expect "immediate 

decisions" from Istanbul.[2] Peskov stated that Russian President Vladimir Putin is interested in a 

future trilateral meeting with US President Donald Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelensky, but that Putin wants to hold this meeting after all of the technical details are worked out as 

part of a future ceasefire or long-term peace agreement.[3] 

 

 

Russian state media has previously cautioned the Russian public against expecting any significant 

results from ongoing Ukrainian–Russian negotiations, although Russian officials continue to falsely 

project interest in good faith peace negotiations to US and Western officials.[4] Russian officials have 

recently engaged with the United States in a series of bilateral meetings and as part of ongoing US 

efforts to mediate an end to the war in Ukraine, but Russian officials have yet to demonstrate a 

willingness to compromise on any of their long-standing demands to bring about peace in Ukraine.[5] 

ISW noted on June 2 that Russia's Istanbul memorandum reflects the Kremlin's long-standing public 

demands for Ukraine to make significant territorial and political concessions while Russia offers no 

concessions of its own.[6] ISW continues to assess that Russia remains committed to pursuing demands 

that amount to nothing short of Ukraine's full capitulation and that Russia will continue to pursue this 

objective so long as Putin believes Russia can militarily defeat Ukraine. 
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Ukraine struck the Kerch Strait Bridge on June 3 for the third time since the beginning 

of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Ukraine's Security Service (SBU) reported that SBU 

agents mined the underwater support pillars of the Kerch Strait Bridge and detonated the equivalent of 

1,100 kilograms of TNT at 0444 on June 3.[7] The SBU reported that the operation took several months 

to plan and execute and stated that this is the third time that Ukraine has conducted an operation 

against the bridge. The SBU reported that the structural integrity of the bridge is in critical condition. 

The SBU released an image of the bridge which indicates that the explosion did not damage the 

roadway, though the force of the explosion threw structural elements onto the roadway. Geolocated 

footage published on June 3 shows an explosion at the base of the Kerch Strait Bridge.[8] Russian 

opposition outlets Sota and Astra and Russian milbloggers circulated footage indicating that Ukraine 

conducted a naval drone strike against the bridge around 1500 on June 3, though it is unclear if the 

strike caused damage to the structure.[9] Ukrainian Navy Spokesperson Captain Third Rank Dmytro 

Pletenchuk stated that damage to the Kerch Strait Bridge undermines Russia’s ability to resupply 

Russian units and facilities in Crimea.[10] The Kerch Strait Bridge is a critical Russian logistics route, 

and Russian forces heavily defend the bridge with layered air defense, anti-sabotage measures, and 

personnel who monitor surface and underwater activity.[11] Russian sources claimed that authorities 

temporarily halted traffic across the bridge, but later claimed that traffic resumed.[12] Russian state 

media and the Russian government have not responded to the strike as of this publication. 

Western officials and open-source analysts continue to clarify the battlefield damage 

following the Ukrainian long-range drone strike series (Operation Spider Web) on June 

1. Ukrainian Air Force Spokesperson Colonel Yurii Ihnat told Ukrainian outlet Ukrainska Pravda on 

June 2 that Ukrainian officials estimated about 10 to 12 of Russia's 19 Tu-160 bombers and 36 of 

Russia's 57 Tu-95 bombers were operational prior to Ukraine’s June 1 strikes on Russian airbases.[13] 

Bloomberg reported on June 2 that a senior Western official stated that Ukrainian special services likely 

destroyed or damaged at least seven Tu-95 bombers and four Tu-22 bombers during the June 1 

strike.[14] Bloomberg also assessed that Russia will likely struggle to repair and replace aircraft 

damaged in the June 1 strike as its strategic aviation fleet relies on critical Western components that 

Russia has failed to source in the wake of Western sanctions. The New York Times (NYT) reported on 

June 3 that Western officials and military analysts assessed that Ukrainian special services likely 

destroyed or damaged six Tu-95 bombers, four Tu-22M bombers, and one A-50 airborne early warning 

and control (AEW&C) aircraft, and that Ukrainian special services may have destroyed or severely 

damaged up to 20 Russian strategic aircraft during the strike.[15] Ukraine-based open-source 

intelligence organization Frontelligence Insight assessed on June 3 that satellite imagery and open-

source analysis indicate that Ukrainian special services likely destroyed or damaged 11 bombers of 

various types and one An-12 transport aircraft.[16] Frontelligence noted that publicly available satellite 

imagery has yet to confirm reporting that Ukrainian special services destroyed or damaged over 20 

bombers. Ukrainian military observer Tatarigami and journalists from the Telegraph and Insider 

stated on June 3 that Ukrainian special services shared a video of Ukrainian drones striking at least two 

A-50 airborne early warning and control (AEW&C) aircraft and that Ukraine may release this video 

soon.[17] ISW has not observed the video’s publication as of the time of this report but will continue to 

monitor for additional information. 

Russia continues to produce and stockpile missiles and drones to strike Ukraine, 

demonstrating Russia's continued commitment to winning the war through military 
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means. Ukrainian outlet New Voice (NV) reported on June 3, citing Ukraine's Main Military 

Intelligence Directorate (GUR), that Russian forces had stockpiled over 13,000 ballistic, cruise, and 

other missiles as of mid-May 2025, including: almost 600 Iskander-M ballistic missiles, over 100 

Kinzhal hypersonic ballistic missiles, almost 300 Kh-101 cruise missiles, over 400 Kalibr cruise 

missiles, up to 300 Kh-22/32 cruise missiles, about 700 Oniks cruise missiles and Zirkon anti-ship 

missiles, about 60 North Korean-produced KN-23 ballistic missiles, and about 11,000 S-300/400 air 

defense missiles.[18] NV reported that the GUR also estimated that Russia can produce roughly 150–

200 missiles per month, including: 60 to 70 Iskander-Ms, 10 to 15 Kinzhals, 20 to 30 Kh-101s, 25 to 30 

Kalibrs, up to 10 Kh-32s, and 20 to 30 total Oniks and Zirkon missiles. Russia had been launching 

increasingly large strike packages against Ukraine containing missiles prior to June 1, and Ukraine's 

June 1 strikes targeting Russian airfields and bombers will degrade Russia's ability to conduct further 

large air-launched cruise missile strikes against Ukraine. Ihnat told Ukrainska Pravda that the June 1 

strikes did not destroy all of Russia's strategic bombers and that Russia retains the ability to strike 

Ukraine with missiles launched from strategic bombers.[19] Ihnat noted that roughly half of all Russian 

long range strike drones launched against Ukraine are decoys, while the other half are real Shahed 

drones. Shahed drones have long dominated Russian strike packages, and Russian forces have recently 

been using more ground-launched ballistic missiles than air-launched cruise missiles. ISW continues 

to assess that Russian efforts to increase domestic drone and missile production and ongoing 

adaptation of strikes packages are likely part of a broader effort to prepare for a long war in Ukraine 

and possibly a future war against NATO.[20] 

 

 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and Defense Minister Rustem Umerov 

announced a series of Ukrainian military command changes on June 3. Zelensky appointed 

former Ukrainian Ground Forces Commander Major General Mykhailo Drapatyi as the Commander of 

Ukraine’s Joint Forces Command.[21] Zelensky appointed Drapatyi as the Commander of Ukrainian 

Ground Forces on November 29, 2024, and Drapatyi recently submitted his resignation in response to 

a June 1 Russian missile strike on a Ukrainian training unit.[22] The position of Ukrainian Joint Forces 

Commander has been vacant since February 26, when Zelensky appointed then Joint Forces 

Commander Major General Andriy Hnatov as Chief of the Ukrainian General Staff.[23] Zelensky and 

Umerov also announced on June 3 that they appointed Brigadier General Oleh Apostol as Commander 

of the Ukrainian Air Assault Forces, Major General Ilhor Skybiuk as Deputy Chief of the General Staff, 

Major Robert Brovdi (callsign "Madyar") as Commander of the Unmanned Systems Forces, and Colonel 

Vadym Sukharevskyi as Deputy Commander of Operational Command "East."[24] Sukharevskyi 

previously served as Commander of Ukraine's Unmanned Systems Forces.[25] 

 

 

Key Takeaways: 

• Kremlin officials publicly acknowledged that Russia seeks the “complete 

destruction” of Ukraine, indicating Moscow’s disinterest in good faith peace 

negotiations and a near-term resolution to the war. 
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• Ukraine struck the Kerch Strait Bridge on June 3 for the third time since the 

beginning of Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 

• Western officials and open-source analysts continue to clarify the battlefield 

damage following the Ukrainian long-range drone strike series (Operation Spider 

Web) on June 1. 

• Russia continues to produce and stockpile missiles and drones to strike Ukraine, 

demonstrating Russia's continued commitment to winning the war through 

military means. 

• Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and Defense Minister Rustem Umerov 

announced a series of Ukrainian military command changes on June 3. 

• Ukrainian forces recently advanced in Kursk Oblast. Russian forces recently 

advanced near Kurakhove. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.   

• Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Northern Axis 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Russo-Ukrainian%20War%20June%2003%2C%202025.png
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• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed 

territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas, and possibly advance into Dnipropetrovsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

 

 

Ukrainian forces recently advanced in Kursk Oblast. 

Assessed Ukrainian Advance: Geolocated footage published on June 3 indicates that Ukrainian forces 

recently advanced east of Tetkino (southwest of Glushkovo).[26] A Russian milblogger claimed on June 

3 that Ukrainian forces marginally advanced southeast of Novy Put (also southwest of Glushkovo).[27] 

 

 

Russian forces attacked in unspecified areas of Kursk Oblast on June 2 and 3.[28] Russian milbloggers 

claimed on June 2 and 3 that Ukrainian forces attacked toward Tetkino (southwest of Glushkovo), in 

Guyevo (southeast of Sudzha), and south of Gornal (southwest of Sudzha).[29] 

 

 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 56th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (7th VDV Division), the 2nd 

Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff's Main Directorate [GRU]), and motorized rifle elements 

subordinated to the Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) are reportedly operating in Tetkino.[30] 
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Neither Ukrainian nor Russian sources reported ground activity in northwesternmost 

Belgorod Oblast on June 3. 

Russian Supporting Effort – Northern Axis (Russian objective: Create defensible buffer 

zones in northern Ukraine along the international border and approach to within tube 

artillery range of Sumy City) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in Sumy Oblast on June 3 but did not 

make confirmed advances. 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Tetkino%20June%2003%2C%202025.png
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Unconfirmed claims: Russian sources, including the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed on 

June 3 that Russian forces recently seized Andriivka (north of Sumy City), but one milblogger claimed 

that fighting is ongoing in Andriivka's southern outskirts.[31] Russian milbloggers also claimed that 

Russian forces seized Oleksandriya (northeast of Sumy City), near Andriivka and Yunakivka (southeast 

of Andriivka), towards Mala Korchakivka (southeast of Andriivka), and along the Snagnost River in a 

wide area near Yablunivka (east of Andriivka).[32] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces 

entered Myropillya (northeast of Sumy City), but other milbloggers denied this claim.[33] 

 

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Sumy%20Direction%20June%2003%2C%202025.png
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Russian milbloggers claimed on June 2 and 3 that Russian forces attacked north of Sumy City near 

Kindrativka, Andriivka, Novomykolaivka, and Kostyantynivka and toward Khotyn and northeast of 

Sumy City near Yunakivka and toward Myropillya.[34] A Russian milblogger claimed on June 2 and 3 

that Ukrainian forces counterattacked from Oleksandriya toward Guyevo (northeast of Sumy City).[35] 

 

 

Ukrainian Air Force Spokesperson Colonel Yurii Ihnat told Ukrainska Pravda on June 2 that Russian 

forces are intensifying strikes against Sumy Oblast, including with KABs.[36] Ihnat characterized the 

intensification as a scorched-earth tactic. 

Order of Battle: Drone elements of the Russian 106th Airborne (VDV) Division and "Anvar" Spetsnaz 

detachment (possibly referring to the BARS-25 "Anvar" volunteer detachment) are reportedly striking 

Ukrainian positions in the Sumy direction and in Shostka raion, Sumy Oblast (further northwest of 

Sumy City).[37] 

 

 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

 

 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in northern Kharkiv Oblast on June 3 but 

did not make any confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed on June 2 that Russian forces advanced over 120 

meters in Vovchansk (northeast of Kharkiv City).[38] 

 

 

Russian forces attacked northeast of Kharkiv City near Vovchansk and Vovchanskyi Khutory on June 2 

and 3.[39] 

 

 

The Russian Air Force is reportedly testing new guided glide bombs with unified planning and 

correction modules (UMPK) with an extended range in Kharkiv Oblast.[40] Kharkiv Oblast 

Prosecutor's Office Head Spartak Borysenko reported on June 3 that Russian forces launched four 

extended-range glide bombs at Kharkiv Oblast from Tomarovka, Belgorod Oblast on May 31 as part of 

new glide bomb testing. Borysenko stated that the upgraded glide bombs have a range of 95 kilometers, 

an increase from the bombs’ previous range of 60-80 kilometers. Borysenko stated that Russian forces 

can strike any location in Kharkiv City and some settlements south of Kharkiv City using these bombs 
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when Russian aircraft sortie from the Russian air base in Tomarovka. Borysenko reported that Russian 

forces used similar extended-range glide bombs against Sumy Oblast in May 2025. 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Kupyansk direction on June 3 but 

did not advance. 

  

Russian forces attacked north of Kupyansk near Zapadne and toward Dovhenke and southeast of 

Kupyansk near Pishchane, Mala Shapkivka, and Stepove Novoselivka on June 2 and 3.[41] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk%20Oblast%20June%2003%2C%202025.png
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Order of Battle: Drone operators of the Russian "Rubikon" Center for Advanced Unmanned 

Technologies and the "Anvar" Spetsnaz detachment (possibly referring to the BARS-25 "Anvar" 

volunteer detachment) are reportedly striking Ukrainian positions in Bryhadyrivka (southwest of 

Kupyansk) and Milove (northeast of Kupyansk along the international border).[42] 

 

 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Borova direction on June 3 but did 

not advance. 

Russian forces attacked northeast of Borova near Nova Kruhlyakivka and Zahryzove, east of Borova 

near Zelenyi Hai, and southeast of Borova near Hrekivka and Stepove and toward Olhivka on June 2 

and 3.[43] 

 

 

A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are developing an offensive in the Borova direction 

from Russia’s recently formed salient near Ridkodub (southeast of Borova).[44] 

 

 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Lyman direction on June 3. 

Russian forces attacked north of Lyman near Karpivka, Ridkodub, Zelena Dolyna, Hlushchenkove, 

Shandryholove, and Novyi Myr; east of Lyman near Torske; and southeast of Lyman in the 

Serebryanske forest area on June 2 and 3.[45] 

 

 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 73rd Artillery Brigade (25th Combined Arms Army [CAA], 

Central Military District [CMD]) are reportedly operating North Korean M-1978 “Koksan” self-

propelled artillery near Kreminna (east of Lyman).[46] 

 

 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas, and 

possibly advance into Dnipropetrovsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Siversk direction on June 3 but did 

not make confirmed advances.  
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Unconfirmed claims: The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that elements of the Russian 

1194th Motorized Rifle Regiment (reportedly of the 7th Military Base, 49th Combined Arms Army 

[CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) advanced in the Siversk direction.[47] 

 

 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations north of Siversk towards Serebryanka, northeast of 

Siversk near Hryhorivka, east of Siversk near Verkhnokamyanske, and southeast of Siversk near Ivano-

Darivka on June 2 and 3.[48] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Chasiv Yar direction on June 3 but 

did not make confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced north of Chasiv Yar, 

in central Chasiv Yar itself, and near Stupochky (south of Chasiv Yar).[49] 

 

 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations southeast of Chasiv Yar near Kurdyumivka and Bila 

Hora on June 2 and 3.[50] 

 

 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 215th Reconnaissance Battalion and 5th Anti-Aircraft Missile 

Regiment (both of the 98th VDV Division) are reportedly operating near Chasiv Yar.[51] 

 

 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Toretsk direction on June 3 but did 

not make confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces, including elements of the 20th 

Motorized Rifle Division (8th CAA, SMD), advanced in northwestern and western Yablunivka (west of 

Toretsk).[52] Russian milbloggers claimed Russian forces advanced toward Rusyn Yar and Poltavka 

(both west of Toretsk).[53] 

 

 

Russian forces attacked near Toretsk itself, east of Toretsk near Druzhba; north of Toretsk near 

Dyliivka; northwest of Toretsk near Poltavka, Popiv Yar, Yablunivka, Pleshchiivka, and Nelipivka on 

June 2 and 3.[54] 

A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are attacking in small assault groups and clearing key 

Ukrainian strongholds step-by-step to make advances between Toretsk and Pokrovsk.[55] Another 

Russian milblogger, however, claimed that overextended Russian logistics and Ukrainian 

reinforcements have slowed Russian advances in the Toretsk direction.[56] 

 

 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 103rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle 

Division, 8th CAA, SMD) are reportedly operating in the Kostyantynivka (Toretsk) direction.[57] 

 

 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Pokrovsk direction on June 3 but 

did not advance. 



14  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2025 
 

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger credited elements of the Russian 60th Motorized Rifle 

Battalion of the 9th Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA, formerly 1st Donetsk People's Republic [DNR] 

AC, SMD) with recently seizing Shevchenko Pershe (northeast of Pokrovsk).[58] Russian milbloggers 

claimed that Russian forces advanced in a forest between Malynivka and Yelyzavetivka (both northeast 

of Pokrovsk) and that elements of the 39th Motorized Rifle Brigade (68th AC, Eastern Military District 

[EMD]) are clearing Malynivka.[59] Another Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced 

to the eastern and southern outskirts of Novoekonomichne (northeast of Pokrovsk).[60] 

  

Russian forces continued offensive operations northeast of Pokrovsk near Shevchenko Pershe, 

Yelyzavetivka, Malynivka, Myrne, and Myrolyubivka; southeast of Pokrovsk near Lysivka; south of 

Pokrovsk near Dachenske and Novoukrainka; and southwest of Pokrovsk near Udachne on June 2 and 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pokrovsk%20Direction%20June%2003%2C%202025.png
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3.[61] 

 

 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Novopavlivka direction on June 3 

but did not advance.  

  

Unconfirmed claims: Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced west and south of 

Kotlyarivka (east of Novopavlivka) and have seized most of Horikhove (east of Novopavlivka).[62] 

 

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Novopavlivka%20Direction%20June%2003%2C%202025.png
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Russian forces continued offensive operations northeast of Novopavlivka near Novoserhiivka, 

Novomykolaivka, and Muravka and east of Novopavlivka near Kotlyarivka on June 2 and 3.[63] 

 

 

Russian forces recently advanced in the Kurakhove direction. 

Assessed Russian advances: Geolocated footage published on June 1 indicates that Russian forces 

recently advanced northwest of Odradne (southwest of Kurakhove).[64] 

 

 

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces seized half of Oleksiivka (west 

of Kurakhove).[65] 

 

 

Russian forces continued ground attacks west of Kurakhove near Kostyantynopil, Bahatyr, and 

Oleksiivka on June 2 and 3.[66] A milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces counterattacked south of 

Oleksiivka and near Zelenyi Kut (west of Kurakhove).[67] 

 

 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Velyka Novosilka direction on June 

3 but did not make confirmed advances. 

Unconfirmed claims: A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced east of Komar 

(northwest of Velyka Novosilka).[68] 

 

 

Russian forces continued ground attacks west of Velyka Novosilka near Novopil, Novosilka, and Vilne 

Pole; northwest of Velyka Novosilka near Komar, Shevchenko, and Fedorivka; and north of Velyka 

Novosilka toward Novoukrainka on June 2 and 3.[69] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian 

forces counterattacked near Komar, Shevchenko, and Fedorivka.[70] 

 

 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 11th Air Force and Air Defense Army (Russian Aerospace 

Forces [VKS] and Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly striking Ukrainian forces in 

Komar.[71] Drone operators of the Russian 36th Motorized Rifle Brigade (29th CAA, EMD) are 

reportedly operating in the Shakhtarske (Velyka Novosilka) direction.[72] 

 

 

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions, secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes, and advance within tube artillery 

range of Zaporizhzhia City) 
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Neither Ukrainian nor Russian sources reported ground activity in the Hulyaipole 

direction on June 3. 

Order of Battle: Drone operators of the Russian 1198th Motorized Rifle Regiment (reportedly of the 

35th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly striking Ukrainian 

positions in the Polohy direction.[73] 

 

 

Russian forces continued limited offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on 

June 3 but did not advance. 

  

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia%20Direction%20June%2003%2C%202025.png
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Russian forces attacked southwest of Orikhiv near Shcherbaky and Stepove on June 2 and 3.[74] 

 

 

A Russian milblogger claimed that the area between Robotyne (south of Orikhiv) and Novodanylivka 

(north of Robotyne) has become a contested "gray zone" in recent weeks.[75] 

 

 

Order of Battle: Elements of the Russian 71st Motorized Rifle Regiment (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 

58th CAA, Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly operating north of Robotyne, and drone 

operators of the Chechen “Vostok-Akhmat” Battalion are reportedly striking Ukrainian positions in the 

Orikhiv direction.[76] 

 

 

The Ukrainian Southern Operational Command reported on June 3 that Ukrainian forces destroyed 

one Russian Buk-M3 air defense system in an unspecified location in southern Ukraine.[77] 

 

 

Neither Ukrainian nor Russian sources reported ground activity in the Kherson 

direction on June 3. 
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a series of drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of June 2 to 3. The 

Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 112 Shahed and decoy drones from the 

directions of Kursk and Oryol cities; Millerovo, Rostov Oblast; Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai; 

and occupied Cape Chauda, Crimea.[78] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Ukrainian forces 

downed 60 drones and that 15 drones were “lost” or suppressed by Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) 

systems. Ukrainian officials reported that the strikes hit residential areas and civilian infrastructure in 

Chernihiv, Kharkiv, and Odesa cities.[79] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson%20Direction%20June%2003%2C%202025.png
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Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces conducted a multiple launch rocket system (MLRS) 

strike against Sumy City, killing at least four civilians and injuring at least 25 civilians.[80] 

 

 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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