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The Critical Threats Project (CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study
of War (ISW) publish the Iran Update, which provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-sponsored
activities that undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. CTP-ISW publishes
the Iran Update daily.

The Iranian regime is pursuing a relatively unchanged nuclear negotiating position even
as hardliners continue to advocate preconditions that would amount to a rejection of
renewed negotiations with the United States. The Iranian Supreme Leader’s International
Affairs Adviser, Ali Akbar Velayati, stated on July 14 that Iran does not oppose negotiations without
“preconditions” if the United States respects Iranian red lines, which include an assurance that Iran can
retain its right to enrich uranium.[1] Velayati, as the supreme leader’s adviser, is presumably stating
the position of the supreme leader. This policy is the policy that Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
and Foreign Affairs Minister Abbas Araghchi advocated for and are attempting to execute.[2] The
current negotiation policy is relatively unchanged from before the Israeli strikes, when the regime
insisted that it must be allowed to enrich uranium. This is consistent with the July 13 Washington Post
report that noted the “consensus” among Iran’s political class that Iran needs to resume nuclear
negotiations with the United States. US President Donald Trump stated on July 4 that the negotiations
would not be successful unless Iran agrees to inspections and zero enrichment.[3]

Hardliners have continued to advocate for much more stringent preconditions that would amount to a
rejection of renewed negotiations, but the supreme leader does not appear to be heeding their advice.
Iranian Armed Forces General Staff-affiliated media and a current parliamentarian and former Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) member have supported very stringent preconditions for talks
since July 10, including recognition of “Israeli aggression,” investigation of US involvement, payment
of war reparations, and binding security guarantees to prevent future attacks.[4] An Iranian expert
close to the regime reinforced the hardliner position and told the Washington Post on July 13 that there
is “basically no chance® that Iran will negotiate under threat of US or Israeli attack and that Iran
requires guarantees against future Israeli attacks.[5] These preconditions would be non-starters and
amount to a rejection of negotiations. The hardliner’s preconditions are not supported by the supreme
leader and therefore do not reflect official Iranian policy.

The recent fighting between Druze and Sunni Bedouin militias in Suwayda Province,
Syria, is emblematic of the lack of trust and tension between different Syrian
communities. The government’s present makeup and the history of its key members will contribute
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to the distrust and make it more difficult for the government to maintain security and stability along
certain demographic fault lines in Syria. The fighting in Suwayda reportedly began after Bedouin
militias beat and robbed a Suwaydawi Druze man in Masmiyah, Daraa Province, on July 11.[6] The
initial engagements began near al Tirah village, Suwayda Province, and al Maqous neighborhood,
Suwayda City, on July 13.[7] Both sides kidnapped dozens of civilians as hostages in these early
engagements.[8] The fighting rapidly expanded on July 13 and spread throughout Suwayda
Province.[9] Thirty people died and 80 more were injured during the fighting on July 13.[10] The Syrian
Defense Ministry (MoD) deployed forces to Suwayda on July 14.[11] These forces have cleared Druze
militia positions west of Suwayda City and are now on the city outskirts, where MoD forces have paused
as the Syrian transitional government begins negotiations to stop the violence.[12]

This most recent outbreak of violence will deepen the mistrust and poor intercommunal relations that
characterize the relationship between the Druze community, Sunni Bedouins, and the government. The
Druze previously signed an agreement with the government on May 1 that would allow for joint Druze-
government deployments across Suwayda Province to improve trust without requiring Druze militias
to disarm.[13] The Druze likely sought to retain their weapons because they are skeptical of the
government’s motives.[14] The Druze are skeptical because President Ahmed al Shara’s Hayat Tahrir
al Sham (HTS) persecuted the Druze in northwestern Syria. The current violence will not decrease this
Druze perception. Both Druze factions and MoD forces have engaged in serious abuses since the
fighting began. Druze forces have beaten MoD captives, and MoD forces have looted Druze villages and
forcibly shaved Druze fighters’ moustaches, which have religious significance for the Druze.[15] The
MoD has also reportedly coordinated with Sunni Bedouin militias.[16] The MoD has since ordered MoD
personnel to cease “pillaging and violations,” but this is highly unlikely to assuage Druze concerns.[17]
The Druze behavior towards the MoD will also cause the MoD to increasingly view the Druze as enemies
to be defeated. The lack of trust will make it very difficult for the Syrian government to create lasting
stability in Suwayda under the current conditions.
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The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) conducted multiple airstrikes on Syrian MoD forces in
Suwayda Province after Druze spiritual leader Hikmat al Hijri called for “international
protection” for the Druze community on July 14.[18] The IDF Air Force repeatedly flew shows
of force over Syrian MoD forces amassed in Daraa Province on July 14.[19] The IDF Air Force also
conducted a demonstration in which it dropped unknown ordnance on a MoD tank in the village of
Sami on the outskirts of Suwayda City on July 14.[20] The demonstration reportedly caused no
casualties and such limited damage that the tank was repaired in under an hour and redeployed.[21]
The IDF then conducted multiple airstrikes in the town of Mazraa on the outskirts of Suwayda City after
MoD forces advanced to the town on July 14.[22] The IDF conducted several more airstrikes targeting
unspecified sites on the outskirts of Suwayda City.[23] IDF airstrikes killed one MoD member in
western Suwayda Province on July 14.[24] The IDF said that it conducted the airstrikes to prevent the
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buildup of armed forces in southern Syria but did not reiterate its previous pledge to protect the Druze
community.[25]

Key Takeaways:

The Iranian regime is pursuing a relatively unchanged nuclear negotiating position even as
hardliners continue to advocate preconditions that would amount to a rejection of renewed
negotiations with the United States. An adviser to the supreme leader said that Iran does not
oppose negotiations without “preconditions” if the United States respects Iranian red lines,
which include an assurance that Iran can retain its right to enrich uranium.

The recent fighting between Druze and Sunni Bedouin militias in Suwayda Province, Syria, is
emblematic of the lack of trust and tension between different Syrian communities. The
government’s present makeup and the history of its key members will contribute to the distrust
and make it more difficult for the government to maintain security and stability along certain
demographic fault lines in Syria.
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o TEHRAN, IRAN. The lranian regime is pursuing a relatively unchanged nuclear
negotiating position even as hardliners continue to advocate preconditions that
would amount to a rejection of renewed negotiations with the United States. An
adviser to the supreme leadersaid that lran does not oppose negotiations
without "preconditions” ifthe United States respects lranian red lines, which
include an assurance that lran can retain its rightto enrich uranium.

° SUWAYDA, SYRIA. The recent fighting between Druze and Sunni Bedouin
militias in Suwayda Province, Syria, is emblematic of the lack of trust and tension
between different Syrian communities. The government's present makeup and
the history of its key members will contribute to the distrust and make it more
difficult for the government to maintain security and stability along certain
demographic fault lines in Syria.

Iran

An unspecified French diplomatic source cited by Reuters on July 14 said that the
European parties to the JCPOA would need to reimpose snapback sanctions on Iran
without a nuclear deal that guarantees European security interests.[26] British Foreign
Secretary David Lammy previously warned on July 8 that the E3 (the United Kingdom, France, and
Germany) could trigger the snapback mechanism if Iran does not cooperate on its nuclear program.[27]
The E3 repeatedly threatened to trigger snapback sanctions if the United States and Iran do not reach
a “substantial deal” by August 2025.[28] The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) snapback
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mechanism allows JCPOA signatories to reimpose UN Security Council sanctions on Iran in the event
of “significant non-performance by Iran of JCPOA commitments.”[29]

China’s imports of Iranian crude oil surged in June to the highest level since March, as
sellers expedited loadings to preempt potential disruptions from the Israel-Iran conflict,
according to energy market intelligence firm Vortexa Ltd.[30] Bloomberg reported on July
14, citing Vortex that crude oil imports averaged over 1.7 million barrels per day in June—up from 1.1
million in May—with a peak of 2.5 million barrels per day in the first 12 days of June before Israeli
strikes.[31] A Vortexa analyst noted the surge reflected a faster, more flexible export strategy to mitigate
perceived supply threats.[32] The analyst added that ongoing US tanker sanctions have not stopped
Iranian flows but warned that the trend may not continue into July as Chinese independent refiners
face weaker margins and reduced crude-processing rates.[33] Ample stockpiles of Iranian crude also
likely give these Chinese refiners leverage to demand deeper discounts.[34] Current offers for Iranian
crude are about four dollars below Brent futures, compared to about two dollars below Brent futures in
May. Neither Israel nor the United States targeted Iran’s oil export infrastructure during recent strikes.
China remains the largest importer of Iranian oil, helping Iran circumvent US sanctions.[35]

Syria

The Syrian General Intelligence Service arrested a Hezbollah-linked individual and
seized several explosively formed penetrators (EFPs) in Homs Province on July 13.[36]
The Hezbollah-linked individual received the EFPs through illegal border crossings into Syria and
reportedly intended to carry out “terrorist operations"” in the region with the weapons.[37] This is the
first recorded seizure of an EFP in Syria since the fall of the Assad regime in December 2024. EFPs are
lethal improvised explosive devices designed to penetrate armored vehicles. EFPs require specially
manufactured concave copper disks, indicating that Hezbollah affiliates smuggled the disks into Syria.
Hezbollah’s Media Relations Department claimed that the individual had no affiliation with Hezbollah
and said that Hezbollah has “no presence or activity in Syria.”[38] The Syrian transitional government’s
frequent interdictions of weapons shipments heading to Lebanon from Syria indicate that Hezbollah
has maintained some of its well-established smuggling corridors in Syria, however. Hezbollah has
historically used land corridors in Syria to procure weapons from Iran into Lebanon.[39] The Syrian
government has continued to dismantle smuggling networks between Syria and Iraq that previously
served as a key node in the ground line of communication between Iran and Hezbollah during the Assad
regime.[40]

Iraq

Likely Iranian-backed Iraqi militants launched a one-way attack drone that may have
targeted the Erbil International Airport, Iraqi Kurdistan, on July 14.[41] The Kurdistan
Regional Government’s Counter-Terrorism Group reported that the drone was intercepted near Erbil
International Airport on July 14.[42] Erbil International Airport hosts US forces that are part of the
US-led anti-ISIS coalition.[43] The drone did not cause any casualties or damage.[44] No group has
claimed or commented on the attack at the time of this writing. Likely Iranian-backed Iraqi militias
have conducted multiple one-way drone attacks targeting US positions across Iraq between June 12
and 24.[45] Iranian-backed Iraqi militias have not claimed any attacks during this period.
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