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Israel reversed its previous demand that Syrian transitional government forces refrain
from intervening in Suwayda Province, southern Syria. An unspecified Israeli official reported
on July 18 that Israel will “allow” a limited number of Syrian transitional government forces to enter
Suwayda for the next 48 hours to restore stability.[1] Syrian transitional government forces withdrew
from Suwayda Province on July 17 after Israeli airstrikes conducted "to protect” the Druze inflicted
heavy losses on transitional government forces.[2] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on
July 16 that Israel would continue to enforce its demand for a demilitarized Syria south of Damascus.[3]
Bedouin clans across Syria exploited the security vacuum created in the withdrawal of government
forces and deployed to Suwayda to fight Druze militias that are conducting retaliatory killings against
Bedouins.[4] These killings by Druze militias are retaliation for the atrocities committed against the
Druze in Suwayda by predominantly Sunni militias over the last week. Fighting between factions and
attacks on civilians has intensified across Suwayda Province since the government forces withdrew on
July 17.

Syrian transitional government forces are reportedly stationed on the outskirts of
Suwayda Province.[5] It is unclear if Syrian government forces have entered Suwayda at
this time. Syrian media reported on July 17 that Syrian government forces are present near Soura al
Kabira on the Damascus-Suwayda Highway and have reportedly allowed non-government fighters to
pass through government checkpoints to enter Suwayda.[6] Syrian media reported on July 18 that
Syrian General Security Service (GSS) convoys reached the northern countryside of Suwayda but have
not advanced beyond the city of Liwa, northeast of Suwayda Province.[7] An unspecified security source
told Reuters on July 18 that Syrian government forces “were awaiting a final green light to enter
Suwayda.”[8] Suwaydawi media reported on July 18 that some Syrian Ministry of Defense (MoD) and
Ministry of Interior (Mol) fighters have removed their uniforms and begun supporting Bedouin
fighters.[9] CTP-ISW is unable to verify these claims. The existence of these claims in the information
space, combined with atrocities committed by government forces against the Druze over the last week,
will have extremely deleterious effects on the government’s ability to present itself as a neutral security
guarantor and restore order in Suwayda Province.

It is very unlikely that the Syrian transitional government will be able to re-secure and
establish lasting stability in Suwayda Province within the Israeli-dictated 48-hour
window. Government forces initially deployed to Suwayda on July 14 to quell intercommunal violence
between Druze and Bedouin communities.[10] Unsanctioned violence and abuses committed by
government forces between July 14 and July 16 deepened existing distrust between the government and
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the Druze.[11] Violence in Suwayda Province has intensified as Sunni Bedouin fighters have flooded
Suwayda in the wake of the government forces’ withdrawal. These tribal fighters have seized large
swaths of Suwayda’s territory. Government forces returning to Suwayda to quell the violence will need
to successfully position themselves so that they can adequately protect both Druze and Sunni Bedouin
populations in Suwayda before setting up lasting security mechanisms to suppress violence over the
long term. This would likely require a ceasefire among the many armed groups involved in the violence,
along with a well-disciplined stay-behind force that could protect both the Druze and Sunni Bedouins
equally without resorting to the abuses that government forces have been involved in over the last week.
A plan that relies on undisciplined government forces or local, communal-based militias is likely to
drive additional violence because these forces would continue to conduct retaliatory killings, contribute
to a cycle of violence, and fail to protect the local populations.
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The E3 (the United Kingdom, Germany, and France) urged Iran to deliver “concrete
results” or the E3 would trigger the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
snapback mechanism, but more time is unlikely to result in changes to Iranian
policy.[12] The E3 foreign ministers held a teleconference with Iranian Foreign Affairs Minister Abbas
Araghchi on July 17 to urge Iran to resume nuclear negotiations and cooperate with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to avoid snapback sanctions.[13] An unspecified French diplomatic
source stated the E3 seeks a “verifiable and lasting” deal and reiterated their readiness to reimpose UN
sanctions if Iran fails to produce results by the end of August.[14] The E3 would have to initiate the
process to impose snapback sanctions by September 3 to complete the 45-65-day process before the
measure expires in October 2025.[15] A Wall Street Journal reporter noted that the E3 foreign
ministers and European Union Foreign Policy Chief Kaja Kallas also suggested extending the snapback
deadline during the call.[16] He added that such an extension would reportedly require agreement from
Iran and its UN Security Council allies, Russia and China, to amend the timeline.[17] There is no
provision in the JCPOA to extend the snapback clause, however.[18] It is unclear how the UN Security
Council could amend the snapback timeline, given that the JCPOA is a political agreement among its
participants and not a legally binding UN treaty.[19]

Iran has set a de facto precondition to negotiations that would require the United States to guarantee
Iran’s right to enrich before the resumption of any negotiations. Iran has repeatedly reiterated its
unwillingness to concede on its right to enrich, though there is an ongoing debate in Iran over resuming
negotiations, and this policy could change. Iranian officials have maintained their position on retaining
uranium enrichment capabilities despite pressure from the United States and European countries. The
delay of snapback sanctions is unlikely to change Iran’s position on nuclear enrichment because a delay
does not incentivize Iran to change its position. The Iranian Supreme Leader’s International Affairs
Adviser, Ali Akbar Velayati, stated on July 14 that Iran would not oppose negotiations without
“preconditions” if the United States guarantees Iran’s right to enrichment.[20] The recognition of this
right is itself a precondition, however. US officials repeatedly rejected the demand and insisted on “zero
enrichment.”[21] Senior Supreme Leader adviser Ali Larijani separately stated on July 17 that “no talks
are underway” and argued that Iran should not rush into negotiations, leaving it to Khamenei to decide
when to proceed.[22]

Senior Iranian commanders are discussing air defense modernization as they assess
force readiness after the Israel-Iran War. Armed Forces General Staff Chief Major General Abdol
Rahim Mousavi inspected Iran’s air defense headquarters on July 18 to assess postwar readiness.[23]
Mousavi highlighted the need for updated air defense systems, creative tactics, and operational agility
to counter “future threats.”[24] Khatam ol Anbia Air Defense Headquarters Commander Brigadier
General Alireza Sabahi Fard also presented a report during Mousavi’s visit on recent efforts to
strengthen Iran’s air defense capabilities.[25] The emphasis on modernization follows Iran’s ineffective
defense against Israeli strikes between June 12 and June 24, using domestically produced systems.[26]
Iranian officials may seek to acquire advanced systems from partners like China after domestically
produced systems failed.[27]
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o NUCLEAR NEGOTIATIONS. The E3 urged Iran to deliver “concrete results” or the E3 would
trigger the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) snapback mechanism, but more
time is unlikely to result in changesto Iranian policy. Iran has set a de-facto precondition
to negotiations that would require the United States to guarantee Iran’s right to enrich
prior to the resumption of any negotiations.

o IRAN. Senior Iranian commanders are discussing air defense modernization as they assess
force readiness after the Israel-lran War. The emphasis on modernization follows Iran’s
ineffective defense against Israeli strikes between June 12 and June 24 using domestically
produced systems.

e SUWAYDA. Israel reversed its previous demand that Syrian transitional government forces
refrain from intervening in Suwayda Province, southern Syria. Syrian transitional
government forces are reportedly stationed on the outskirts of Suwayda Province. It is
very unlikely that the Syrian transitional government will be able to re-secure and
establish lasting stability in Suwayda Province within the Israeli-dictated 48-hour window.

Key Takeaways:

o The E3 urged Iran to deliver “concrete results” or the E3 would trigger the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) snapback mechanism, but more time is unlikely to result in changes to
Iranian policy. Iran has set a de facto precondition to negotiations that would require the United
States to guarantee Iran’s right to enrich before the resumption of any negotiations.

e Senior Iranian commanders are discussing air defense modernization as they assess force
readiness after the Israel-Iran War. The emphasis on modernization follows Iran’s ineffective
defense against Israeli strikes between June 12 and June 24, using a domestically produced
system.
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o Israel reversed its previous demand that Syrian transitional government forces refrain from
intervening in Suwayda Province, southern Syria. Syrian transitional government forces are
reportedly stationed on the outskirts of Suwayda Province. It is very unlikely that the Syrian
transitional government will be able to re-secure and establish lasting stability in Suwayda
Province within the Israeli-dictated 48-hour window.

Iran

See topline section.

Iraq

The spokesperson for Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani’s Reconstruction
and Development parliament bloc confirmed on July 18 that Parliament will “proceed”
with the Popular Mobilization Authority Law despite objections from unspecified
political blocs.[28] The Popular Mobilization Authority Law would integrate Iranian-backed Iraqi
militias that operate outside of the Iranian-backed Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) into the PMF
before the PMF integrates into the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF).[29] Sudani withdrew a previous version
of the law from the parliament agenda in March 2025 to prevent political deadlock and to prevent the
removal of Popular Mobilization Committee Chairman Faleh al Fayyadh.[30] A previous version of the
law would have required around 3,500 PMF leaders, including Fayyadh, to retire. Shia Coordination
Framework-aligned Deputy Parliament Speaker Mohsen al Mandalawi directed the Parliamentary
Security and Defense Committee to complete all amendments to the law and submit the final version
of the law to Parliament Speaker Mahmoud al Mashhadani for a vote during a parliament session on
July 16.[31] The Shia Coordination Framework is a loose coalition of Shia political parties, some of
which Iran backs. The amended version of the law allows PMF leaders who entered their posts before
the law’s passage to maintain their positions.[32] Sudani reportedly withdrew the amended law from
the parliamentary agenda on July 17 following US concerns over the legislation.[33]

Syria

Bedouin and Druze fighters have continued to fight across Suwayda Province.[34]
Bedouin fighters have reportedly advanced into several towns in western Suwayda Province on July 17
and 18, according to Syrian media.[35] There were also engagements between Bedouin and Druze
fighters near the western entrance to Suwayda City.[36] The Suwayda Military Council (SMC), a Druze
force opposed to the Syrian transitional government, claimed on July 18 that its forces control most of
Suwayda Province.[37] The SMC is affiliated with the prominent Druze Sheikh Hikmat al Hijri, who
has led much of the fighting against the transitional government.[38] The SMC announced that it is
conducting operations to clear “extremist terrorist elements” that came to Suwayda from other Syrian
provinces.[39] The SMC said that its forces will not “accept any form of surrender” or any concession
of Druze rights.[40] The SMC blamed the killings in Suwayda on “extremist terrorist groups” that have
entered Suwayda in support of the Syrian transitional government.[41] Footage and images circulated
by Syrian media accounts reportedly showed Druze militias affiliated with Hijri also publicly displaying
the dead bodies of Bedouin tribesmen throughout Suwayda Province on July 18, which will deepen the
animosity between Bedouin and Druze groups and make long-term security in the area more
difficult.[42] Neither the Bedouin nor the Druze organizations can be relied upon to properly or
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adequately provide security in Suwayda because both groups are contributing to continued cycles of
violence. Both Bedouin clans and Druze fighters have committed abuses during the ongoing insurgency
in Suwayda Province.[43]

Armed groups from across Syria have reportedly continued to mobilize to deploy to
Suwayda Province to engage in the fighting, which will likely exacerbate violence
between Druze and Sunni Bedouin armed factions.[44] Syrian media reported on July 18 that
at least 30 Bedouin fighters in Deir ez Zor Province began mobilizing to deploy to Suwayda
Province.[45] Syrian media also reported on July 18 that unspecified armed convoys from the Syrian
desert began deploying to Barek, northeast of Suwayda Province.[46] Bedouin clans across Syria have
mobilized and deployed to Suwayda since July 17 to fight Druze militias that are conducting retaliatory
killings against Bedouins after the transitional government withdrew from the province.[47] It is
unclear at the time of writing how many groups, if any, have successfully deployed to Suwayda. The
arrival of armed groups will likely increase intercommunal violence in Suwayda if there continues to be
no neutral forces to prevent intercommunal violence.

The Islamic Resistance Front in Syria — the First of the Brave said on July 17 that it will confront
sectarian strife with “weapons and reason.”[48] The group is opposed to Israel and uses iconography
widely associated with and inspired by the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC). It is
relatively weak and limited to no military capability to seriously threaten IDF formations.[49] The
Islamic Resistance Front of Syria — the First of the Brave previously claimed responsibility for a small-
scale rocket attack from southwestern Syria into the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights on June 3.[50]
The Islamic Resistance Front in Syria — the First of the Brave declared a general mobilization of all free
fighters to move towards sites in which Israeli forces are present.[51] Israeli forces have been positioned
in several Syrian towns in Daraa and Quneitra provinces since December 2024.[52]

Arabian Peninsula

Nothing significant to report.
The Palestinian Territories and Lebanon

Nothing significant to report.

POWERED BY: m BABELSTREET

[1] https://www.timesofisrael dot com/israel-says-its-allowing-syrian-forces-to-enter-sweida-for-48-
hours-amid-renewed-clashes/

[2] https://apnews.com/article/syria-druze-israel-clashes-sweida-ceasefire-sharaa-
67fdcbdibe73c4890a4ce81bdgs54d447 ; https://t.me/moriahdoron/24244

[3] https://t.me/moriahdoron/24222
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(4] https://x.com/omar_ alharir/status/1945885395335446926 ;
https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1945894267735708079 ;
https://x.com/nahermedia/status/1945899007240220934 ;
https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1945831594272411959 ;
https://x.com/omar_ alharir/status/1945836321236242692

[5] https://t.me/TelevisionSyria/63252

[6]

https://www.facebook.com/Suwayda24/posts/ pfb1d05d46dcpfery3dsTch3BRperf7xznb51Kth
aT6YkiKZRjLhjWDcLvNDr52rTyl

https://www.facebook.com/Suwayda24/posts/ pfb1d0360XW1FF33tbp4Bqu2AquRYEBm7WuHAY
pE1yorxWvrcTTwb3QQW1qFxuDVs6dNbl

[7] https://www.enabbaladi dot net/764971 /i jil-c siadl- J-dai-s 5 saall-(aY1/

[8] https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-agrees-allow-syrian-troops-limited-access-
sweida-2025-07-18/

[9] https://x.com/suwayda24/status/1946166836032065614

[10] https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1944710037772910613
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/14/world/middleeast/syria-clashes-deaths-bedouin-druse. html

[11] https://x.com/suwayda24/status/1945170313303744593 ;
https://x.com/CdricLabrousse/status/1945084786285879705 ;

https://x.com/suwayda24/status/1945054541587578965 ;
https://www.facebook.com/alraased/posts/1148135394002180?__ cft_ [0]=AZX3LUmraaCgSnV8C

Jo1rFEqsbov_hIMQBL0sNGSvmY2GnovMoiSploaQr8bldw_ZdojX1Aq4ihL3TORAUUskTkU5Fr7VF
orX77_wZDZzzbHjowqrl5V-eNBKCjoZpLJIJFUulviklgd80ZE6-UFU2YNdAuYlyoHr-
wglKZmAhB7bQ&__ tn_ =%2C0%2CP-R

[12] https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/europeans-warn-iran-un-sanctions-if-no-concrete-
progress-nuclear-issue-2025-07-17/

[13] https://x.com/laurnorman/status/1946202162310021132 ;
https://x.com/laurnorman/status/1946201966830301582

[14] https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/europeans-warn-iran-un-sanctions-if-no-concrete-
progress-nuclear-issue-2025-07-17/

[15] https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/245317.pdf
[16] https://x.com/laurnorman/status/1946202511976677591

[17] https://x.com/laurnorman/status/1946202511976677591

[18] file:///C:/Users/Ben%20Rezaei/Desktop/245317.pdf
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[19] https://www.fdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/fdd-backgrounder-faq-the-snapback-of-un-
sanctions-on-iran.pdf

[20] https://www.mehrnews dot com/news/6529656
[21] https://x.com/JasonMBrodsky/status/1941430780518924595 ;

[22] https://iranwire dot com/fa/news-1/143316-%D8%B9%D9%84% DB %8C-
%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-
%D9%81%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7-
%D9%85%D8%B0%D8%A7%DA%A9%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-
%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA/

[23] https://www.mehrnews dot com/news/6534037
[24] https://www.mehrnews dot com/news/6534037
[25] https://www.mehrnews dot com/news/6534037

[26] https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/15/world/middleeast/irans-air-defenses-were-diminished-
in-rounds-of-conflict-giving-israel-greater-aerial-freedom.html ;

https://www.khabaronline dot ir/news/1411633/ ;

[27] https://www.scmp dot com/news/china/military/article/3315901/chinas-dong-jun-hosts-iran-
defence-minister-and-others-warship-condemns-hegemony?module=top_ story&pgtype=subsection ;

http://www.mod.gov dot cn/gtbw/qwfb/16393377.html ;

https://armyrecognition.com/news/aerospace-news/2025/intelligence-iran-seeks-to-acquire-
chinese-j-10c-fighter-jets-to-counter-israeli-f-35i-superiority ;

https://defapress dot ir/fa/news/750222 ;

[28] https://www.alsumaria dot tv/news/alsumariaspecial/533918/-058-g wii- pale-dpaiill 5- jlecYI-ALS
JI-any-al yiel-a ksl

[29] https://almadapaper dot net/400352/

[30] https://shafaq dot
com/ar/%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%
AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AD%D8%AS8-
%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B4%D8%AF-%D9%85%D9%86-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86 ; https://almadapaper dot
net/398498/ ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-march-12-2025

[31] https://en.964media dot com/38210/
[32] https://baghdadtoday dot news/278745-.html
[33] https://www.alahad dot iq/?page=article&itemIld=230032
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[34] https://x.com/MiddleEast_24/status/1946241699241402597 ;
https://x.com/suwayda24/status/1946166836032065614

[35] https://x.com/nahermedia/status/1945897690220368261 ; https://t.me/TelevisionSyria/63241
; https://t.me/TelevisionSyria/63242 ; https://t.me/TelevisionSyria/63245 ;
https://t.me/TelevisionSyria/ 63291

[36] https://t.me/TelevisionSyria/ 63247 ; https://t.me/AbomosaabSharkea/147744

[37] https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=122145078584763635&set=a.122110127870763635
[38] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-july-17-2025

[39] https://www.facebook.com/photo/?ftbid=122145078584763635&set=a.122110127870763635
[40] https://www.facebook.com/photo/?tbid=122145078584763635&set=a.122110127870763635
[41] https://www.facebook.com/photo/?ftbid=122145078584763635&set=a.122110127870763635

[42] https://t.me/AbomosaabSharkea/147787 ; https://t.me/AbomosaabSharkea/147796 ;
https://t.me/AbomosaabSharkea/147792

[43] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-july-15-2025
; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-july-16-2025

[44] https://x.com/MiddleEast_24/status/1946241699241402597
[45] https://x.com/nahermedia/status/1946188105192480957
[46] https://x.com/suwayda24/status/1946225843509875194

[47] https://x.com/omar_alharir/status/1945885395335446926 ;
https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1945894267735708079 ;
https://x.com/nahermedia/status/1945899007240220934 ;
https://x.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1945831594272411959 ;
https://x.com/omar_ alharir/status/1945836321236242692

[48] https://t.me/almkaomasy/415

[49] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-march-25-2025 ; https://israel-
alma dot org/the-islamic-resistance-front-in-syria-is-this-a-new-potential-threat-to-israel/

[50] https://t.me/almkaomasy/345 ; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/iran-update-
june-4-2025
[51] https://t.me/almkaomasy/415

[52]  https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/02/02/israel-syria-golan-ceasefire-line/ ;
https://www.aa dot com.tr/en/middle-east/israel-expands-military-presence-in-southern-syria-with-
10-bases-residents-
displaced/3624194#:~:text=DAMASCUS/ISTANBUL,breach%200f%20the%20disengagement%20ac
cord.
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